Live by the Spirit 2011
Part 4

I Intro

1 Open Bibles to Galatians 5

1 Three Weeks Ago: Began a new series “Live by the Spirit”
A Zech 4:6 – “not by might, not by power but by my Spirit says the Lord
a The Mission – To be light

b The Two Rejected Methods – Might & Power, Resources & Resoluteness (G. Campbell Morgan)

c The Secret Weapon – The Spirit of the Lord Almighty

2 Two weeks ago: Live by the Spirit 2
A Galatians 5, Especially verse 16

a “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature”.

B Now is the time to Learn, Practice & Experiment living by the Spirit

C Spiritual Beings living a temporary physical existence

3 Last week: Live by the Spirit 3 – Faith vs. Facts
A Brief look at John 9

a The man born blind’s encounter with Jesus and the religious order of his day.

B Video to illustrate the point (30 min)

a 1997 movie Contact starring Jodi Foster 
b Her supernatural experience and grilling by the political order of her day

c Even with a lack of empirical evidence she couldn’t deny her experience

C Knowing God Experientially
a Ginosko - experience vs. academic understanding

b Experiential faith that transcends empirical evidence

c To state it plainly and bluntly – I want  us to have many more supernatural experiences to foster intimate relationship with our Heavenly Father
d Confident in Luke 11:11-13

i Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
4 Today: Live by the Spirit 4
A Quick overview of Galatians 5

B Freedom (on of my favorite topics)

C Practical tips on keeping in Step with the Spirit

5 Read & pray – Galatians 5:1-26
 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

 2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.

 7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 10 I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the penalty. 11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves!
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 13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.

 16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever[c] you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

A Galatians 5:25

a NIV

i Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit

b AMP

i If we live by the [Holy] Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. [If by the Holy Spirit we have our life in God, let us go forward walking in line, our conduct controlled by the Spirit.]

c Message

i Since this is the kind of life we have chosen, the life of the Spirit, let us make sure that we do not just hold it as an idea in our heads or a sentiment in our hearts, but work out its implications in every detail of our lives.

II Quick Overview Galatians 5
1 When Paul originally visited the Galatians he brought them the "good news". The message of freedom for any who accepted Jesus. 
A However when he left to continue his missionary journey Jewish Zelots followed right behind adding the old Hebrew religious regulations to the gospel’s message of grace and freedom.
B They told the Galatians that in order to be acceptable to God the they would have to submit to circumcision and the other dictates of the Jewish law.
2 Here in Chapter 5 Paul exhorts the Galatians not to give away the very freedom for which Jesus suffered and died. 
A He points out that to embrace any part of the law brings with it the responsibility to obey the whole of the law 
B For example it takes only a little yeast to affect a whole batch of dough. 
a For example, if I told you there was only a little bit of poison in my coffee, would you take a sip?
C In reality the only “law” the Galatians need to follow, to govern their lives was and is the law of love
a Which has been given to them and us through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
b Only through the work of the Spirit within, would the Galatians will learn to turn away from their sinful natures and embrace what the Spirit brings.
i The same is true for us as well
3 Paul was speaking to the Galatians two thousand years ago
A His words ring just as loudly today as they did in Paul's time. 
B Jesus came to set us free–so that we could live in freedom. 
a It’s true that God gave the Ten Commandments, 
i but those ten had been interpreted and expanded to over 600 more laws, rules, rituals and regulations of men, 
· all in God's Name. 
b The law was given not to make us righteousness, but to reveal sin and teach the people right from wrong
4 Jesus fulfilled the Law and instituted a new Covenant
A One based entirely on love. 
B When asked which was the greatest commandment Jesus replied, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." (Matt. 22:37 - 40)
III Freedom
1 In Galatians 5 &6 Paul defends the freedom Christians have to love one another and live by the Spirit

2 The freedom we have in Christ is not a license to sin but to love one another

A Which is what fulfills the law according to (Galatians 5:14)
a 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
B To Live by the Spirit means to live in the freedom we have in Christ
C Remember, the Fruit of the Spirit is the Spirit’s fruit
a Who’s fruit is it?
3 Freedom from religious structures

A Like the Galatians 2000 years ago the church still wrestles with this freedom, with living free
B We at The Bridge – Long Island are not immune from this struggle

C When your past religious life was formed and regulated by laws (ordinances), it is extremely difficult to stand in freedom. 

a Freedom often feels unnatural; because of our past religious conditioning, it can even feel unspiritual. 

b It feels "natural" and "spiritual" to submit to external controls and burdens; submitting to laws "just feels right." 
c We’ve coved this extensively in our Thursday night book club on Wayne Jacobsen’s “He Loves Me”
d As with the early church, it’s so easy for us escape one undesirable form of control only to submit to a seemingly more desirable form of control. 
i It’s like going from a small cage to a big cage and calling it freedom

ii A cage is still a cage
e Spiritually, the control of law equals slavery no matter how good me try to make it look
D It’s Spirit vs. Flesh

a It’s Life vs. death

b And often it’s new wine vs. old

4 Freedom’s Responsibility
A There is a responsibility to freedom and that is to remain free
a Galatians 5:1

i It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery
B Often it comes at a cost
C Ridicule, accusation, suspicion, misunderstanding, gossip, or even slander 
a and that’s from those inside the camp
D But it’s a small price compared to previous generations
a That great could of witnesses who have gone before us
E To stand firm in Christ's freedom means we must not "again" 
a submit (RSV), 
b be subject to (NASV), 
c be entangled in (KJV), 
d be burdened by (NIV), 
e be tied to (NEB) a yoke of slavery. 

f The Greek word here translated "submit" or "be subject to" literally means "to be held in" or "to be ensnared."

IV A Practical Tip on Keeping in Step with the Spirit
1 True life in the Spirit is recognized by 

A The fruit of the Spirit
a Especially love
B True life in the Spirit is recognizable by humility 

a Humility not pride

b Not by an arrogant "we're super-Christians" kind of attitude
C Walking in the Spirit means that we are conscious of God's presence with us at all times.

a Brother Lawrence’s Practice the Presence of God

b An awareness of God's presence helps us to be obedient to Him and to avoid evil

i If we walk in the Spirit, we will not fulfill the desires of the flesh (v. 16)

ii Walking in the Spirit is walking in love.

2 “Walk” with God

A Keep pace – keep in step
B Follow his lead

C It’s a relational concept
a People keep in step with one another when they walk together

b It’s easier to walk together when you’re hand in hand
3 Practical Tips

A Respond to his nudges

B Go where He leads

a Go when he says go

C Stay in the experience

a If distracted immediately go back in
b I’ve discovered that often there is more if I wait for it
D Observe the details

a Record what you see
b Sometimes focusing on one things reveals many additional things
E If God changes he channel go with it

a Don’t worry about understanding it all
b You can try dig deeper and try to figure it all out later
c Trying to understand it will distract you

d Ex. Dream interpretation

i walk through the dream

ii Then interpret it

F Trust God

a Surrender control
b He’s a good Dad
c Remember Luke 11:11-13
i Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
V Close in Prayer

