Ezekiel 37

Intro
· Open Bibles to Ezekiel 37:1-14
· I’m currently between preaching series
· I recently completed an extended series on The Gospel of John
· And I have yet to begin my next new series of messages
· I’m using this “in-between” time to offer what I call some “one-of” messages
· This morning’s “one-of” is from a well know passage in Ezekiel 37
· Ezekiel and the Valley of Dry Bones
· Read and Pray: Ezekiel 37:1-10

The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’”

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet - a vast army.


Context
· Before I jump into the text, allow me to give you some context

Ezekiel The Prophet
· Ezekiel was one of the great old testament prophets
· Ezekiel was a seer
· Meaning revelation came to him in visions
· And his name means “God Strengthens”
· He was:
· The son of Buzi (boo-zee) the priest
· A priest himself as well as a prophet
· The author of the book which bares name
· He was a prophet in captivity
· He was taken captive with the short reigning King Jehoiachin (ya-ho-ya-heim) 
· (approximately 100 days)
· Ezekiel was exiled in Babylon, along with the other nobles by King Nebuchadnezzar
· Where he prophesied for the next 22 years
· Some prophets warn of a coming captivity
· Prophets like Daniel and Ezekiel did more than that
· They actually entered captivity with the people they ministered to.
· At this time Judah was a vassal state of Babylon
· It was subordinate, it was subject to Babylon
· Around the year 605 BC Judah rebelled against their Babylon rulers and failed
· In 605 BC and again in 598 BC King Nebuchadnezzar took thousands of Jews captive
· Among those in the second wave of exiles was Ezekiel
· Ezekiel held a prominent place among the exiles
· And was frequently consulted by the elders
· Ezekiel’s prophecies can be dated with precision
· More than any other prophet
· His first prophecies date from 593 BC
· Seven years before the fall of Jerusalem
· His last from 573 BC

Ezekiel The Book
· The book of Ezekiel, as one of my bible dictionary states:
· “…abounds with sublime visions of the divine glory, and awful denunciations against Israel for their rebellious spirit against God, and the abominations of their idolatry.”
· If the book of Ezekiel has a theme it would be this:
· That God acts in the events of human history so that everyone may come to know him and find new life in him.
· Ezekiel is a book of visions
· Other earthly visions
· Vision, poems, parables and cosmic street theater
· Though he prophesied some hard things for the people of Israel
· Ultimately, he brought a message of hope and God’s mercy as we’ll see in this morning’s main text.

Ezekiel the Chapter, 37
· In 588 BC the siege of Jerusalem begins
· By 586 the temple is destroyed
· Chapters 1-32 record 7 years of prophesying warnings of a coming judgement
· 593 BC to 586 BC
· Chapters 33- 48 record 15 years of prophesying hope
· 586 BC to 571 BC
· Chapter 37 is a message of hope to an exiled people
· People that have recently been put into bondage and taken into captivity.
· Chapter 37 is the well know story of The Valley of Dry Bones 
· Let’s take a closer look

Verse 1
· The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.
· So, was this an actually physical experience or is Ezekiel describing a vision?
· We know that Ezekiel is a seer, so a strong argument could be made for this being a vision
· But what specifically is the text saying?
· “The hand of the Lord was on me”
· I recognize this experience
· One moment I’m not feeling the activity of God
· And the next I am
· Something has shifted or changed
· One moment I’m just doing my own thing
· And the next God is doing his thing through me
· “And He brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord”
· Does this mean:
· He went into the spirit and had a vision…
· Like John is Revelation 1:10
· “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”
· And Revelation 4:1-2
· “After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it.”
· Or does this mean:
· He was transported by the spirit from one geographical location to another.
· Like when the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water in John 6:16-21
· When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.
· And like Philip after he baptized the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8:39-40
· When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.
· That was some 40 miles away.
· I think a fair argument could be made for either vision or physical experience.
· I looked at a variety of translations for Ezekiel 37:1
· Most all of them say “brought me out by the spirit”
· A few say “carried me out by the spirit”
· Each phrase could support either position
· Vision or transportation
· My research found nothing conclusive the Hebrew 
· So, what do we know from verse 1?
· The hand of God was on Ezekiel
· The Spirit of God one way or another took Ezekiel to the middle of a valley
· And that valley was full of bones

Verses 2-3
· He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”
· To be in a valley full of human bones had to be unsettling
· Even disturbing
· For me it would be traumatizing and utterly horrifying if not for the Presence of the Lord
· Once in a vision the Lord took me down into hell, 
· Even with him it was hard to bear
· And Ezekiel wasn’t just standing there amidst these very dry bones
· God was leading him back and forth among them.
· The Lord wanted Ezekiel to have a very clear picture of just how dead, dry and lifeless these bones actually were 
· There wasn’t any life whatsoever remaining in them.
· They weren’t mostly dead
· They were all dead.
· Then God asks a question
· Know this, whenever God asks a question, it isn’t because he lacks the answer.
· It’s because we need to know the answer
· “Son of man, can these bones live?” 
· Intense question
· The obvious response would be…
· Are you kidding me?
· But Ezekiel has much wisdom and says…
· “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”
· Ezekiel’s focus isn’t on the circumstance but on God
· He’s not fixated on just how dead these bones actually are
· But on the limitless life giving power of his God

Verses 4-6 God gives Ezekiel clear instructions:
· Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’”
· God tells Ezekiel to prophesy to these dead lifeless bones
· And then tells him specifically what to prophesy
· Ezekiel is neither the initiator nor the source
· And can you sense the passion, the intensity?
· Notice the exclamation mark!

Verses 7-8 Ezekiel follows God’s clear instructions:
· So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
· Ezekiel did as he was told and even as the words were coming out his mouth…
· He saw a response
· Noise
· A rattling of bones
· Bones reassembling themselves together
· Tendons, muscle and skin supernaturally materializing
· Bodies formed but still lifeless
· It had to be both fascinating and terrifying!
· The absolute awe and wonder of God Almighty at work!

Verses 9 further instructions:
· Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’”
· Ezekiel is given the next missing piece
· The wind of God
· The breath of Life
· The ruwach of God
· Meaning wind, breathe and spirit
· The exact same Hebrew word (ruwach) all 3 times for breath and the 1 time for winds in this verse
· Strong’s Concordance offers this definition for Ruwach:
· The Spirit of God
· The third person of the triune God, the Holy Spirit, coequal, coeternal with the Father and the Son
· An inspiring ecstatic state of prophecy
· Impelling a prophet to utter instruction or warning
· Imparting warlike energy and executive and administrative power
· Endowing men with various gifts
· The energy of life
· As manifest in the Shekinah glory
· And never to be referred to as a depersonalised force
· Ruwach!
· the four winds 
· Implying that Israel is to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth… 
· Even as they were “scattered into all the winds”
· As it said back in Ezekiel 17:21
· All his choice troops will fall by the sword, and the survivors will be scattered to the winds. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken
· Ezekiel is told to prophesy to breath – the ruwach of God
· To call it to come forth
· And Just as before, Ezekiel follows God’s instructions

Verse 10
· So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet - a vast army.
· Ezekiel prophesied to ruwach and the ruwach came
· The life of God entered lifeless bodies and they came to life
· A vast army rose up and stood on what was moments ago were a mere pile of dry and lifeless bones
· This is the same breath that breathed into Adam’s nostrils bringing him to life in Genesis 2:7
· Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
· The same breath that Jesus breathed on his disciples after rising from the dead in John 20:21-22
· Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
· He breathed on them and the wind, His breath, the very Spirit of God entered them.
· This is the very same wind that blew on Pentecost and the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:1-4
· When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
· Oh the incredible life giving power found in the breath of God
· My heart’s cry is Come Holy Spirit!
· Let the wind blow over us again!
· Over 4 decades I’ve seen the wind blow
· I witnessed it blowing over the Catholic Charismatic Renewal of the 70’s
· I was there as it blew over the Vineyard in the 80’s
· I saw the Wind blow again in Toronto in the 90’s
· God sent prophet after prophet to my own house at the turn of the millennia 
· and I watched as the ruwach of God blew through the lives of everyone I knew
· I’m still a young man
· I want to see the wind of God blow again!
· I want to see the ruwach of God blow here
· Oh, God let the wind blow again in my life!
· Let it blow powerfully in the lives of all my friends gathered here today!

Verses 11-14
· Then God makes the application to this vision/experience:
· Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore, prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’”
· This is God’s message of hope to his people
· That I can and will do for you what I have done with valley of dry lifeless bones
· God is communicating this:
· Just like I can take a valley full of bodies so dead that they’re nothing left but dried out dissembled bones…
· Just as I can restore them to full life
· So can I restore you
· So can I restore this nation!

Application:
· What does this mean for us today?
· What does this mean for you?
· For the Charlottetown Vineyard?
· For our city, for this nation?
· It means that absolutely nothing is impossible with God
· Even death is subject to his awesome power
· Death is no match for the life of God
· No matter how long it, death, has had a grip
· The ruwach of God is stronger still!
· The application is this…
· There is hope for you today
· The Spirit of God lives with in you
· The God of hope has made his home in your heart
· No situation nor circumstance of your life is beyond the matchless power of His Spirit

Ministry Time:
· Neill, please come up and lead us in a final song as I read one last verse from Romans 15:13
· May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
· If you need hope today, 
· Please come up for prayer
· If you feel like one of those dry lifeless bones, 
· Please come up for prayer
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If your circumstances feel as hopeless as the Israelites in Babylonian captivity, 
· Please come up for prayer today
· If you need the wind of God to blow over your circumstances,
· Please come up for prayer today
· If you want the ruwach of God to blow over this land and through our community,
· Please stand and pray with me this morning
