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Jesus hand-picked highly unlikely individuals to be trained as His disciples. 

The next day John [the Baptizer] was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus 

passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 

When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw 

them following and asked, “What do you want?” 

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 

“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four 

in the afternoon. 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had 

followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We 

have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. 

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, 

when translated, is Peter). (John 1:35-42) 

 

After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some 

time with them, and baptized. Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there 

was plenty of water, and people were coming and being baptized. (This was before John was 

put in prison.) (John 3:22-23) 

 

I. Jesus did not choose His disciples from the religious scholars or ruling elite. (v. 16)  

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise 

by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose 

the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 

shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the 

things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is 

because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, 

our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts 

boast in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-31) 

 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people!
 
If we are 

being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are 

being asked how he was healed, 
 
then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that 

this man stands before you healed. Jesus is 

“‘the stone you builders rejected, 

    which has become the cornerstone.’ 



Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 

which we must be saved.” 

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 

men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. But since 

they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they 

could say. (Acts 4:8-15) 

 

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 

have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 

you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last… (John 15:15-16a) 

 

II. Jesus calls these misfits to a life on holy mission. (v. 17) 

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,
 
the people were crowding around 

him and listening to the word of God. He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the 

fishermen, who were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 

Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people 

from the boat. 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the 

nets for a catch.” 

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But 

because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 

So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and 

filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a 

sinful man!” For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 

and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” So they 

pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. (Luke 5:1-11) 

 

 

On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 

Gentiles. (Matthew 10:18) 

 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the 

third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my 



Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

(Luke 24:46-48) 

 

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 

Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For 

John baptized with
 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 

sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:4-11) 

 

III. Jesus expects loyal and prompt obedience to His call. (v. 18-20) 

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 

him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and 

will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. (John 14:15-18) 

 

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but 

a sword. 
 
For I have come to turn 

“‘a man against his father, 

    a daughter against her mother, 

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 

a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 

“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves 

their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. Whoever does not take up their cross 

and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their 

life for my sake will find it. (Matthew 10:34-39) 

 

Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” 

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters 

or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as 

much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.” (Luke 18:28-30) 

 

a. We are called to be with Him. 

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 

means “God with us”). (Matthew 1:23) 

 



You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the 

Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong 

to Christ. (Romans 8:9) 

 

b. We are called to learn from Him. 

But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was 

pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate 

response was not to consult any human being. I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who 

were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus.  

Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with 

him fifteen days. (Galatians 1:15-18) 

 

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, 

for this is what you were pleased to do. 

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, 

and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:25-30) 

 

c. We are called to be like Him. 

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 

might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. (Romans 8:29) 

 

This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. (1 John 4:17) 

 

d. We are called to be His representatives. 

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:20) 

 


