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Proclaiming the reasons for God’s judgments is both difficult and dangerous.

I. Being a prophet called by the Lord can be very painful. (v. 8:21-9:2)

...if [God] condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made
them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued Lot, a righteous
man, who was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless (for that righteous man, living
among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and
heard)—if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the
unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment. (2 Peter 2:6-9)

Il. Failing to speak the truth will bring God’s judgment. (v. 9:3-9)

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. (Exodus 20:16)

This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Just as I had determined to bring disaster on you and
showed no pity when your ancestors angered me,” says the LORD Almighty, “so now I have
determined to do good again to Jerusalem and Judah. Do not be afraid. These are the things you
are to do: Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts; do
not plot evil against each other, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all this,” declares the
LORD. (Zechariah 8:14-17)

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of
him who is the head, that is, Christ. (Ephesians 4:15)

I11. Failing to acknowledge God sovereignty over the earth will bring judgment. (v. 9:23-
26)

God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—
to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you
are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness,
holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
(1 Corinthians 1:28-31)

A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and
physical. No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the

heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but
from God. (Romans 2:28-29)



IVV. Fashioning man-made idols will bring judgment by the Almighty who created the

whole universe. (v. 10:1-16)

After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. Then
they carried the ark into Dagon’s temple and set it beside Dagon. When the people of Ashdod
rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the
LorD! They took Dagon and put him back in his place. But the following morning when they
rose, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LorRD! His head
and hands had been broken off and were lying on the threshold; only his body remained. (1
Samuel 5:1-4)

V. Breaking God’s covenant brings judgment. (v. 11:1-17)

See, | set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. For | command you today
to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees
and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LoORD your God will bless you in the land you
are entering to possess.

But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down
to other gods and worship them, | declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed.
You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.

This day | call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that | have set before you life
and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and
that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is
your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. (Deuteronomy 30:15-20)

After Moses finished writing in a book the words of this law from beginning to end, he gave
this command to the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD: “Take this Book
of the Law and place it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God. There it will
remain as a witness against you. For | know how rebellious and stiff-necked you are. If you
have been rebellious against the LORD while | am still alive and with you, how much more will
you rebel after | die! Assemble before me all the elders of your tribes and all your officials, so
that | can speak these words in their hearing and call the heavens and the earth to testify against
them. For | know that after my death you are sure to become utterly corrupt and to turn from the
way | have commanded you. In days to come, disaster will fall on you because you will do evil
in the sight of the LORD and arouse his anger by what your hands have made.” (Deuteronomy
31:24-29)

V1. Being a prophet called by the Lord can be very dangerous. (v. 11:9-17)




