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The ways of the LORD are right; 

    the righteous walk in them, 

    but the rebellious stumble in them. (Hosea 14:9b) 

 

So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in 

the futility of their thinking. (Ephesians 4:17)  

 

Gentiles (non-believers) are: dark-minded, separated from God, ignorant, hard-hearted, 

insensitive, sensualists, indulging in impurity, with a continual lust for more (greedy).  

You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 

corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on 

the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:22-24) 

 

God wants His children to live a life of love, purity and holiness. 

I. Be an example of Christ’s love. (v. 1-2) 

“But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 

back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is 

kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” (Luke 6:35-36) 

 

II. Be a person who exhibits purity. (v. 3-4) 

There’s more to sex than mere skin on skin. Sex is as much spiritual mystery as physical fact. 

As written in Scripture, “The two become one.” Since we want to become spiritually one with 

the Master, we must not pursue the kind of sex that avoids commitment and intimacy, leaving 

us more lonely than ever—the kind of sex that can never “become one.”  

There is a sense in which sexual sins are different from all others. In sexual sin we violate the 

sacredness of our own bodies, these bodies that were made for God-given and God-modeled 

love, for “becoming one” with another. Or didn’t you realize that your body is a sacred place, 

the place of the Holy Spirit? Don’t you see that you can’t live however you please, squandering 

what God paid such a high price for? The physical part of you is not some piece of property 

belonging to the spiritual part of you. God owns the whole works. So let people see God in and 

through your body. (1 Corinthians 6:16-20 – The Message) 

 

III. Be holy to escape God’s wrath. (v. 5-7) 



Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor 

thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 

God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-

11) 

 

Have we gained… 

Superiority over sin.  

Or are you still… 

Struggling with sin.  

Or have you 

Surrendered to sin?  

 

If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should pray and 

God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that 

leads to death. I am not saying that you should pray about that. (1 John 5:16) 

 

I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—not at all meaning 

the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case 

you would have to leave this world. But now I am writing to you that you must not associate 

with anyone who claims to be a [Christian] but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or 

slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people. (1 Corinthians 5:9-11) 

 


