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God has chosen to bestow undeserved blessings on you.

I. Because God has blessed believers beyond all comprehension He both is
and is to be blessed. (v. 3)

Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
Yours, LORD, is the kingdom;
you are exalted as head over all. (1 Chronicles 29:11)

After this | looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm
branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice:

“Salvation belongs to our God,

who sits on the throne,

and to the Lamb.”

All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, saying:

“Amen!

Praise and glory

and wisdom and thanks and honor

and power and strength

be to our God for ever and ever.

Amen!” (Revelation 7:9-12)

Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. For
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in
closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. (John 1:16-18)

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not
also, along with him, graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:32)



Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This
inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
(1 Peter 1:3-5)

Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD?
Who may stand in his holy place?
The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not trust in an idol
or swear by a false god.
They will receive blessing from the LORD
and vindication from God their Savior. (Psalms 24:3-5)

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord. (Romans 6:23)

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

1. God selected you to be set apart and spotless before He fashioned the
world. (v. 4)

Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good,;
sing praise to his name, for that is pleasant.
For the LORD has chosen Jacob to be his own,
Israel to be his treasured possession. (Psalms 135:3-4)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those
he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. (Romans 8:28-30)

You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me and understand that | am he. Before me no
god was formed, nor will there be one after me. (Isaiah 14:13)

When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord,;
and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. (Acts 13:48)



At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little
children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
(Matthew 11:25-30)

The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep
us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my
Father’s name testify about me, but you do not believe because you are not my
sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. | give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them
out of my Father’s hand. | and the Father are one.” (John 10:24-30)

(1 Peter 1:18-21)

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,
and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any
other blemish, but holy and blameless. (Ephesians 5:25b-27)

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of
your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body
through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from
accusation— if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move
from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have
become a servant. (Colossians 1:19-23)

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior be



glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages,
now and forevermore! Amen. (Jude 24-25)

I11. It pleased God to decide to adopt you as His child. (v. 5)

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. (John 1:12-13)

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of
the world. (Matthew 25:34)

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to
sonship. Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
the Spirit who calls out, “4bba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s
child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. (Galatians 4:4-7
see also Romans 8:14-17)

for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good
purpose. Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become
blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked
generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold
firmly to the word of life. (Philippians 2:13-16a)

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it
did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be
has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure. (1 John 3:1-3)

IV. All praise goes to God for the grace given to us in Christ. (v. 6)

And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am
well pleased.” (Mark 1:11)

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth. (John 1:14)



| always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. (1
Corinthians 1:4)

All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people
may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. (2 Corinthians 4:15)

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all
the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life
worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to
his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving
joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his
holy people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9-14)

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9)

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the
fruit of lips that openly profess his name. (Hebrews 13:15)



