Remembering John Paul Jackson

Open Bibles to: 1 Corinthians 15:51-55
· "Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed - in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”

· If you would, please allow me some personal indulgence today
· I still have last week’s un-preached sermon ready to go
· due to that record breaking snow storm
· But I’d like to share something else this morning

· A friend, mentor and spiritual leader passed this week
· JPJ, Wednesday, February 18, 2015
· Between 11:00 – 11:20 AM
· Died peacefully at home surrounded by family and friends
· Long battle with cancer
· Surgery about a year ago and recovered
· Past November, spread to his lungs

· Instead of a my usual textual sermon
· I’d like to just share some stories
· Would it be ok it I just tell some stories today?
· Pictures: 
· JPJ and Diane
· JPJ
· In loving Memory (leave that one up)

· This church might not exist if not for JPJ
· Brian’s story night I was selected as new pastor here

· Late 80’s Vineyard Conference on Long Island
· First time I saw JP

· Cassette tapes in WV
· Understanding Dreams

· How I connected to Streams & JPJ
· December 2001: Invite 3 Prophets Story
· So I did
· June 2002: Larry Randolph
· April 2003: Doug Addison
· Last 3 non family members to see Wimber
· As a Vineyard pastor this rocked my world
· JPJ had great affection for Wimber
· Amazing event with Doug
· Called stream office and said I wanted all their classes
· September 2003: First Streams Class
· Many events over the next 9 months
· June 2004: Unconditional Surrender Conference
· JPJ, Larry, PKD, Ray, 
· JPJ heard so many good things about us he had to come out and see for himself
· Conf before our conf
· JPJ hand on my shoulder
· Give Jesus top billing story
· Spring 2005: Oversee ISD Training Center in Pacific NW
· June 2005: Ordained by JPJ
· June 12, 2005 (Show Picture)
· A week later Nadine, Lisa and Tom gave me a replica sword as a father’s day gift.
· Cancer and JP’s words over me
· July 2005: Bridge Church (4th)
· ABC
· Birmingham
· Birth of ABC
· A Bridge church in NY?
· He just stared into me and smiled
· First adoption, 4th Bridge church
· Year later first ABC board selected
· Years later I would pastor that Bridge Church
· I wonder if JP knew?
· July 2006: ISD Board
· October 2006: ABC Board
· January 2008 Divisional Playoff Game Story (Show picture)
· October 2008: Staff, Director of Ministry Operations for ISD and ABC
· Thanksgiving with Jackson family
· Staff dinner at our house
· Leaving Texas
· You don’t know what you don’t know story
· May 2009: Pastor Bridge Church in NYC
· February 2012: Merged that church back into the Vineyard


Misc.

· Last time I was with Bob Jones and JPJ
· Boston area conference
· Green room

· JPJ was profoundly anointed
· Extremely gifted
· Impartation from him left a huge impact on me
· God’s presence on JPJ could change the spiritual atmosphere in a room or office

· JPJ Quotes
· “What you focus on you make room for, what you fear you empower.”
· “Character is more important than gifting.”
· “You’re vulnerable to deception when there’s something you want.”

· JPJ’s impacted on my life
· Dream interpretation, Understanding Vision and Prophetic Evangelism will be a part of me the rest of my life
· Advice: write the visions down as accurately and with as much detail as you can remember
· So many amazing friendship
· 6 months on staff helped me discover who I truly am
· I’ve never been more comfortable in my own skin
· I know who I am
· Who God made me to be
· And I’m happy with it

· One of our final emails John Paul wrote:
· “It is so good to hear from you. I so appreciate you and Nadine and the call of God on your life… I am smiling and I am holding out my arms to you. May God bless the works of your hands and may you have more visitations from Heaven. I do miss you guys.” Blessings John Paul Jackson (Show slide)

· Anglican Vicar, David Pytches, your gift will die with you story
· His gift did not die with him
· Thousands of spiritual sins and daughters carry it on  
· John 12:24
· "Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds."

· End with JPJ Father blessing Video
