Love 9

· Introduction
· Open bibles to Luke 6:27-36
· Today is my 9th message on Love
· The Love of God is: 
· Amazing!
· It’s more powerful and more available then we ever imagined
· It is so very different than human love
· We’re going to take another look at that today

· So far we have looked at these amazing verses:
· Two by Jesus
· Four by the Apostle Paul
· And one by the Apostle John
· And one from God the Father
· Mark 12:30-31 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
· John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Ephesians 3:16-19 And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  
· Romans 8:35-39 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing
· 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. 
· 1 John 4:18 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
· Luke 3:21-22 …And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
· Isn’t amazing just how much the word of God has much to say about the love of God?

· Today We’ll look at Jesus’ words in Luke 6:27-36
· Read and Pray:
· 27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.



Context
· Chapter 6 verses17-49 are Luke’s condensed version of the Sermon on the Mount
· Found in Matthew chapters 5 through 7
· It covers many of the same topics, including
· The Beatitudes
· Love for Enemies
· Judging Others and
· The Wise and Foolish Builders
· Here in Luke 6 Jesus is challenging us to love radically
· Radical for human beings
· Much more radically than even the best among us seem capable
· After all, this is one heck of a list:
· Love your enemies
· Enemies here refers to the hated, hateful and hostile
· Hey, I struggle loving the people I actually like
· But those who are hostile and hateful toward me?
· Seriously?
· Do you have any enemies?
· Or at least someone who treats you like an enemy?
· I have! 
· Loving them is not the first thought that comes to mind.
· Avoiding them is
· And to qualify his incredible statement Jesus expounds…
· Do good to those who hate you
· Bless those who curse you
· Pray for those who mistreat you
· Jesus do you live in the real world?
· Good, bless and pray aren’t high on my list
· Then to make sure we clearly understand his message, Jesus offers the following illustrations:
· 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also.
· That whole turning the other check thing?
· I don’t know about PEI but…
· That’s not how it worked in my neighborhood growing up
· Back in Brooklyn if someone punched you in the face, you hit him back… harder!
· You hit him until he hit the ground
· You’d never allow him a change to hit you again
· Turn the other cheek?
· We called those guys chumps!
· Jesus continues the illustrations:
· If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them.
· Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.
· Yep, chumps
· Jesus did you ever run a business?
· How am I ever going to keep the door open if I operate this way?
· Jesus is very strange
· 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you
· OK, the Golden Rule, yeah, I get that one…
· But I’ve filed that under proactive not reactive
· I can love as a first step
· But loving after I’ve been hurt or taken advantage of…
· Not so easy Jesus
· Then, almost as if he knows what I’m thinking…
· In verses 32-34 Jesus challenges my standard
· 32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full.
· Ouch!
· OK, you got me
· Yep, that was exactly my thinking
· That’s the standard operating procedure of human interaction 
· Then Jesus repeats himself in the first half of verse 35
· 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back.
· Oh man, you know it’s important when Jesus starts repeating himself.

· You know… It would be very easy to use these verses to beat myself up…
· And you in the process
· We just keep raising the standard higher and higher
· Jump monkey jump!
· But wouldn’t that just take us back to a Performance Based Christianity?
· Wouldn’t that simply takes us back to list of rules and regulations?
· Do’s and don’ts?
· Do more
· Give more
· Work harder
· Love better
· Jump monkey jump!

Maybe there’s more to this story
· Verses 35-36
· We’ve already looked at the first half of verse 35…
· But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back.
· Now let’s look at the second half of verse 35 and verse 36
· Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
· Instead of a new list of religious commandments could it be that Jesus is describing the Father to us?
· Is Jesus exhorting us to be children that emulate their Father
· Who act and do what they see their Father doing?
· Story of Tommy getting a toy guitar for his second birthday
· After all
· In Romans 5:8 Paul told us that
· God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
· Verse 10 adds…
· “…while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son…”
· And 1 John 4:19 clearly tells us that…
· We love because he first loved us.
· When were sinners and God’s enemies he loved us
· He loved us first
· He initiated reconciliation
· He initiated relationship
· To make it yet clearer in John 13:34-35 Jesus said
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· We’re to love as he loved us
· We’re to love as our Heavenly Father loves us

· Now Luke 6 takes on a whole different meaning to me.
· The second half of verse 35 and verse 36 tells us that: 
· Our Heavenly Father is merciful
· That he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked
· And that we show ourselves to be his children when we love in the same way he loves
· So we can therefore say of God our Father that:
· He love his enemies
· He does good to those who hate him
· He blesses those who curse him
· He prays for those who mistreat him
· If someone slaps Him on one cheek, He turns to them the other also. 
· If someone takes from Him He does not withhold more from them
· He gives to everyone who asks
· And if anyone takes what belongs to Him, He does not demand it back.
· He truly does to others as He would have them do to Him.
· He loves his enemies, and does good to them
· He gives without expecting to get anything back. 
· Why? Because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 
· Wow, God’s ways are not our ways

What’s our Monday Morning Take Away?
· Verse 36
· 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
· God loves you
· At your worst God loved you, sought you, pursued you, captured your heart and rescued you
· He has loved you with a ridiculous standard
· A non-earthly standard 
· He has loved us in a very different way than this world loves
· And He set the standard by pouring this supernatural love into our hearts
· Maybe like me you leak
· Your heart has from time to time been so wounded that this divine love leaks out
· I understand, I truly do
· Go to Him, bask once again in the love of God
· If he loved you when you were his enemy how much more accessible is his love now that you are his son or His daughter
· Go to Him
· Let his love fill you, sooth you and heal you
· Let it fill you to overflowing
· And then let the overflow splash on the difficult people in your life
· Don’t draw from an empty well
· It’s not about trying harder and harder
· It about drinking from a well of divine love that will never ever run dry.
· How Tom?
· How do I bask in His love?
· Talk to him like you’d talk to your closest friend
· Pour out your heart to Him
· In tears if that helps
· Lose yourself in worship
· Worship never fails me
· And when you sense His presence bask in it 
· Like laying on a beautiful PEI beach on a hot sunny July afternoon.

· Let’s Pray
· Oh God
· This is a difficult time of year
· We get stirred and hurt
· It’s hard to love
· Our tanks are drained
· Pour out your love fresh and new on us
· Make of us a people who love because you first loved us
· Make us a people who love supernaturally because you first loved us

· Give encouraging prophetic words
