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If you are at all like me, life is busy. Between work, family, school (if you’re in school), duties around the house, and a billion different stresses, it is very easy to find yourself focused entirely on what’s going on around you. It’s perfectly natural to do so, but as Christians, I think this can be a problem. So the sermon today focuses on the importance of keeping eternity in Mind.
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Verses: : 1-21, 25-35,40,47-51
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John 5: 14-23 “My father works, so can I”. First, he is establishing himself as the unique son of God. This is literally saying “God can do this, therefore so can I” (Also, in Matthew 12:8 He calls himself the “Lord of the Sabbath” )

So Christ is revealing himself as no mere man, but as the Divine Son of God. As God, he does not just wield authority on earth, but heavenly authority. The people ought to respond 1. With worship in recognition of his identity as God, and 2. With a complete commitment to hear his message and follow his teaching. 
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· Rather believe his message, worship him, and commit their lives to him, they desire to make him an earthly king who would get the romans out of their hair. 
· Rather than see Christ as the one who give eternal life, they follow him for the free food.

So Christ takes this time to emphasize the futility of focusing on having a purely physical, earthly focus. First, all physical food perishes – so it is uncertain. See vs, 27. Secondly, physical sustenance, by itself does not give eternal life.  (vs 49)
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Some argue that it doesn’t really matter whether Christianity is True, what matters is that it provides comfort, encourages charitable giving, and motivates good works. 
In the 20th-21st century, many “Christian” teachers have argued that as Christians, our focus should not be on evangelism or on salvation from sin, but rather on improving society. 

This is often called the “social gospel,” and it is quite literally the OPPOSITE of Christ’s teaching. 

The social Gospel focus on helping people gain earthly goods and comforts, whereas Christ responds by asking “what shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?”

Obviously, this is a false Dichotomy. We don’t have to choose between helping people physically and helping them spiritually. We ought to care for peoples earthly needs, we are commanded to do so in no uncertain terms. Christ said we are to be known by our love. But we must never ignore their most important need – reconciliation to God through Christ. 
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Now the disciples were followers of Christ, so this is comparable to when we as believers have an earthly perspective. 
· The disciples were afraid, even though God was in complete control (They had just witnessed Christ’s miracles, and they knew that Jesus is the one that had them get into the boat in the first place. )
· The disciples didn’t call out to God, who had never forgotten them they just cried out in fear as though they were forgotten and alone. 
· Without God, things would have been hopeless

When we as believers go through trials with an earthly perspective, we respond with fear, anxiety, and doubt.
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John 6: Context

Christ’s miracles point to his identity and validate his message

Matt 11:4-5 

John 20:30-31 

John 5:36

John 10:38

John 14:11

Jesus has just claimed to be God

He refers to himself as the unique son of God (John 5:16-23)

He establishes himself as Lord of the Sabbath (John 5:17-18)

He demands honor due only to God (John 5:23)





John 5: 14-23 “My father works, so can I”. First, he is establishing himself as the unique son of God. This is literally saying “God can do this, therefore so can I” (Also, in Matthew 12:8 He calls himself the “Lord of the Sabbath” )



So Christ is revealing himself as no mere man, but as the Divine Son of God. As God, he does not just wield authority on earth, but heavenly authority. The people ought to respond 1. With worship in recognition of his identity as God, and 2. With a complete commitment to hear his message and follow his teaching. 
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1. THE EARTHLY PERSPECTIVE

A. The crowds have an earthly perspective

1) They do not worship him as the king of all creation (John 

6:15)

2) They do not seek him as the source of eternal life (John 6:26-

27

3) Jesus responds:

a) Physical sustenance does not ultimately satisfy

b) Physical sustenance does not give eternal life (John 6:27)
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The crowds have an earthly perspective

They do not worship him as the king of all creation (John 6:15)

They do not seek him as the source of eternal life (John 6:26-27

Jesus responds:

Physical sustenance does not ultimately satisfy

Physical sustenance does not give eternal life (John 6:27)











Rather believe his message, worship him, and commit their lives to him, they desire to make him an earthly king who would get the romans out of their hair. 

Rather than see Christ as the one who give eternal life, they follow him for the free food.



So Christ takes this time to emphasize the futility of focusing on having a purely physical, earthly focus. First, all physical food perishes – so it is uncertain. See vs, 27. Secondly, physical sustenance, by itself does not give eternal life.  (vs 49)
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THE EARTHLY PERSPECTIVE:

WHY DOES ETERNAL LIFE MATTER?

If this life is all there is: 

Nothing we do in this life matters after death

Death is the end for everyone no matter what

Evil people who “get away with it” in this life never receive justice

Good people who “suffer” in this life are never rewarded

Life becomes ultimately meaningless

A purely earthly focus ends in despair
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The earthly perspective:
why does eternal life matter?

If this life is all there is: 

	Nothing we do in this life matters after death

	Death is the end for everyone no matter what

	Evil people who “get away with it” in this life never receive justice

	Good people who “suffer” in this life are never rewarded

	Life becomes ultimately meaningless

A purely earthly focus ends in despair
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1. 

THE EARTHLY PERSPECTIVE: 

FALSE TEACHING!

Social Gospel:

1. De-emphasizes historical truth of Christianity

2. De-emphasizes the importance of the spiritual

3. De-emphasizes sin and it’s consequences

4. Emphasizes doing good works and improving society

This is the OPPOSITE of Christ’s teaching
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1. The Earthly Perspective: False teaching!





Social Gospel:

De-emphasizes historical truth of Christianity

De-emphasizes the importance of the spiritual

De-emphasizes sin and it’s consequences

Emphasizes doing good works and improving society



This is the OPPOSITE of Christ’s teaching







Some argue that it doesn’t really matter whether Christianity is True, what matters is that it provides comfort, encourages charitable giving, and motivates good works. 

In the 20th-21st century, many “Christian” teachers have argued that as Christians, our focus should not be on evangelism or on salvation from sin, but rather on improving society. 



This is often called the “social gospel,” and it is quite literally the OPPOSITE of Christ’s teaching. 



The social Gospel focus on helping people gain earthly goods and comforts, whereas Christ responds by asking “what shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?”


Obviously, this is a false Dichotomy. We ought to care for peoples earthly needs, we are commanded to do so in no uncertain terms. Christ said we are to be known by our love. But we must never ignore their most important need – reconciliation to God through Christ.
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1. THE EARTHLY PERSPECTIVE

A. The crowds have an earthly perspective

B. The Disciples also have an earthly perspective (see Matt 14: 

22-33)

1. Results in uncertainty

2. Results in loneliness

3. Results in hopelessness
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1. The Earthly Perspective

The crowds have an earthly perspective

The Disciples also have an earthly perspective (see Matt 14: 22-33)

Results in uncertainty

Results in loneliness

Results in hopelessness









Now the disciples were followers of Christ, so this is comparable to when we as believers have an earthly perspective. 

The disciples were afraid, even though God was in complete control (They had just witnessed Christ’s miracles, and they knew that Jesus is the one that had them get into the boat in the first place. )

The disciples didn’t call out to God, who had never forgotten them they just cried out in fear as though they were forgotten and alone. 

Without God, things would have been hopeless



When we as believers go through trials with an earthly perspective, we respond with fear, anxiety, and doubt.

	

7










image8.emf
2. THE DIVINE PERSPECTIVE

A. The Miracles teach Christ’s:

I. Sovereignty: 

I. Christ caused them to get on the boat

II. Omniscience

I. Christ knew what was going to happen

III. Omnipotence

I. Christ had the power to save them

IV. Love

I. Christ loved the disciples – he had not forsaken them
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2. THE DIVINE PERSPECTIVE

B. The Miracles point to Christ as our proper focus

1) We must believe in Christ himself for our salvation

1) John 6:27-29, 35, 40, 47-51

2) Not mere intellectual assent, but an acknowledgement of his identity as God and 

commitment to make him the Lord of your life, trusting in his redeeming work on the 

Cross to forgive our failures and make us right before God. 

2) As believers, we must look beyond the temporal and see the eternal 

goodness and greatness of Christ at work

1) The proper response will be faith in Christ and worship of him

2) Trusting in Christ does not mean that our troubles go away, but that Christ is enough for 

our troubles, because Christ has given us a sure hope that no earthly trouble can take 

away. 
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2. The Divine Perspective

The Miracles point to Christ as our proper focus

We must believe in Christ himself for our salvation

John 6:27-29, 35, 40, 47-51

Not mere intellectual assent, but an acknowledgement of his identity as God and commitment to make him the Lord of your life, trusting in his redeeming work on the Cross to forgive our failures and make us right before God. 

As believers, we must look beyond the temporal and see the eternal goodness and greatness of Christ at work

The proper response will be faith in Christ and worship of him

Trusting in Christ does not mean that our troubles go away, but that Christ is enough for our troubles, because Christ has given us a sure hope that no earthly trouble can take away. 
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SUMMARY:

1. Earthly treasures/goods:

1. Cannot satisfy

2. Cannot save

2. Earthly Perspective: 

1. Causes uncertainty

2. Causes loneliness

3. Causes hopelessness
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SUMMARY:

3. Christ (the living bread from heaven)

1. Saves us from our sin and it’s consequences

2. Satisfies our eternal needs through a relationship with God himself

4. Heavenly perspective

1. Provides confidence that God is working in the midst of 

uncertainty

2. Provides knowledge that Christ is with us and loves us

3. Gives sure hope through Christ’s resurrection
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Christ (the living bread from heaven)

Saves us from our sin and it’s consequences

Satisfies our eternal needs through a relationship with God himself

Heavenly perspective

Provides confidence that God is working in the midst of uncertainty

Provides knowledge that Christ is with us and loves us

Gives sure hope through Christ’s resurrection
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TWO PERSPECTIVES: TEMPORAL AND 

ETERNAL



2 Corinthians 4: 7-9, 14, 16-18

Verse 18:  

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 

which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; 

but the things which are not seen are eternal
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Two Perspectives: Temporal and Eternal

2 Corinthians 4: 7-9, 14, 16-18



Verse 18:  

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal
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TWO PERSPECTIVES ON LIFE

The Importance of Keeping Eternity in Mind
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Two Perspectives on Life

The Importance of Keeping Eternity in Mind





If you are at all like me, life is busy. Between work, family, school (if you’re in school), duties around the house, and a billion different stresses, it is very easy to find yourself focused entirely on what’s going on around you. It’s perfectly natural to do so, but as Christians, I think this can be a problem. So the sermon today focuses on the importance of keeping eternity in Mind.
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TWO PERSPECTIVES ON LIFE
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JOHN 6



1. The Feeding of the 5000 (Verses 1-16)



2. Jesus calms the storm (Verses 16-25)



3.  The bread of life discourse (Verses 25-71)
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JOHN 6

1. The Feeding of the 5000 (Verses 1-16)

2. Jesus calms the storm (Verses 16-25)

3.  The bread of life discourse (Verses 25-71)





Verses: : 1-21, 25-35,40,47-51
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JOHN 6: CONTEXT



Christ’s miracles point to his identity and validate his message



Matt 11:4-5 



John 20:30-31 



John 5:36



John 10:38



John 14:11



Jesus has just claimed to be God



He refers to himself as the unique son of God (John 5:16-23)



He establishes himself as Lord of the Sabbath (John 5:17-18)



He demands honor due only to God (John 5:23)


