Ephesians 1:1-3

Intro
· Open Bibles to Ephesians chapter 1
· Last week we began a new series
· I offered an introduction to Ephesians
· We will go through Paul’s letter chapter by chapter…
· And verse by verse
· This morning we’ll take a look at verses 1-3
· And as you’ll see in the weeks ahead
· Every verse is packed full with inspiration
· Let’s read through the 3 verses
· And then examine them one at a time.

· Please be listening to the Holy Spirit throughout the service
· I’ll be asking for words of knowledge at the end of the message

· Read and Pray: Ephesians 1:1-10
[bookmark: _Hlk494359337]Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus:
[bookmark: _Hlk494359359]2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk494359376]3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
· OK, let’s begin with verse 1
[bookmark: _Hlk494359203]
Verse 1
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
[bookmark: _Hlk494439902]To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus:
· Because of the way scrolls were stored
· It was a common practice of that time to offer just such an introduction at the beginning of you message
· As you unroll the scroll the first thing you see is…
· Who wrote it
· And to whom

· Paul introduces himself as:
· “an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God”
· What is an apostle?
· Strongs: apostolos (a-pas-toe-loss)
· A delegate or a messenger
· One sent forth with orders
· Biblically
· It’s the title given to Jesus’ chief disciples
· And to Paul
· Currently
· I think the title is misused and over used
· A title on a business card…
· Does not make one an apostle
· True modern-day apostles are less like CEO’s
· And more like loving fathers or grandfathers
· Paul is the real deal
· He is an apostle of Jesus Christ
· Paul serves Christ Jesus
· He is Jesus’s messenger
· Sent with orders
· The gospel of grace
· And this apostleship is by the will of God
· Not Paul’s will
· Not any other man or woman’s will
· But God’s will

· First Paul introduces himself
· Then he identifies the recipients of this letter:
· [bookmark: _Hlk494440564]To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus:
· This letter was intended for Ephesus
· Ephesus was an important city to Paul
· He spent 3 years there
· An unusually long length of time for an itinerant 
· He Paul served not only as an apostolic leader
· But as an apostolic pastor
· He planted and pastored the church of Ephesus for those 3 years
· And he made it a hub for power evangelism
· Read about it in Acts 19
· Some early ancient manuscripts of this letter have a blank space where the words “in Ephesus” would be
· It is believed that this was a “circular” letter
· Meaning that it was passed around from church to church
· Most probably it was first written to Ephesus
· And then copies where sent to other churches
· To that end, we could appropriately add our city into that blank space:
· To God’s holy people in Charlottetown, the faithful in Christ Jesus:

Verse 2
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
· Grace is the passionate, clarion call, of his ministry
· Our study through Galatians revealed just how passionate Paul was about the gospel of Grace
· And Here, in his letter to the Ephesians
· He makes it his opening statement
· Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

· This greeting is typical of Paul
· He knew the absolutely essential place of grace and peace from God in a believer’s life
· That receiving God’s grace comes before anything else
· Grace NOT works is the entry point
· First grace than we walk in peace with Him

· Concerning verses 3-14 Commentator David Guzik writes:
· “In ancient Greek (the language Paul originally wrote in), Ephesians 1:3 through Ephesians 1:14 form one long sentence. As an opera has an overture, setting the tone for all the melodies that will follow, so Ephesians 1:3-14 sets the tone for the rest of Ephesians.”
· Paul likes his run-on sentences
· Beginning with verse 3 Paul offers a litany of profound statements
· Significant spiritual truth after significant spiritual truth
· I’m going to try and break it down into bite size pieces

Verse 3
[bookmark: _Hlk494441541]Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
· First, he offers praise to God the Father
· Then he makes this impacting statement:
· who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ
· What does that mean?
· Let’s break it down into the parts
· Who has blessed us
· Note that this is past tense
· It’s a done deal
· We are already blessed
· God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Church has ALREADY blessed us
· [bookmark: _Hlk494442863]Of this Charles Spurgeon writes:
· “We are not sitting here, and groaning, and crying, and fretting, and worrying, and questioning our own salvation. He has blessed us; and therefore we will bless him.”
· And take note of the word “us”
· The “us” includes both Jews and Gentiles in the church at Ephesus and beyond. 
· It was important to note that these blessings are for both Jewish and Gentile believers. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk494442163]First century Jews had a strong sense of being blessed, called, and predestined. 
· They were God’s chosen people
· And proud of that honor
· Paul showed that these things…
· Being blessed, called, and predestined…
· are now given to all Christians, be they Jew or Gentile.
· In the Heavenly realms
· Heavenly realm in comparison to earthly realm
· Spiritual compared to natural
· We all have natural earthly blessings
· A place to live
· Heat, hot water
· Food, clothes, etc…
· Those are great but not the blessings spoken of here
· Paul is communicating that we have spiritual blessings 
· Given by God the Father from the realm of Heaven
· And it gets better
· With every spiritual blessing in Christ
· Not only do we have spiritual blessings
· We have EVERY spiritual blessing in Christ
· If we abide in him 
· And he abides in us
· Then whatever is in Christ, is in us too
· Everthing
· Again, allow me to quote Spurgeon:
· “Our thanks are due to God for all temporal blessings; they are more than we deserve. But our thanks ought to go to God in thunders of hallelujahs for spiritual blessings. A new heart is better than a new coat. To feed on Christ is better than to have the best earthly food. To be an heir of God is better than being the heir of the greatest nobleman. To have God for our portion is blessed, infinitely more blessed than to own broad acres of land. God hath blessed us with spiritual blessings. These are the rarest, the richest, the most enduring of all blessings; they are priceless in value.”
· Berean Literal Bible
· [bookmark: _Hlk494446732]Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the One having blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms,
· In Christ
· With every spiritual blessing
· From the spiritual realm of heaven
· I really like The Passion Translation’s take on verse 3
· “Everything Heaven contains has already been lavished upon us as a love gift from our wonderful heavenly Father, the Father of our Lord Jesus – all because he see us wrapped into Christ. This is why we celebrate him with all our hearts.”
· All the spiritual gifts of heaven are lavished upon the children of God
· All the spiritual fruit of heaven is lavished upon the children of God
· All the spiritual activity of heaven is lavished upon the children of God
· All the spiritual beings of heaven are lavished upon the children of God
· We absolutely were created to live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit!

· With this in mind I ask a question:
· What is reality?
· Or - what is the more real reality?
· The temporal or the eternal?
· The earthly or the heavenly?
· The natural or the spiritual?
· I’d say the eternal, the heavenly and the spiritual are the more real reality
· Ought we not get accustomed, familiar and comfortable with it now?
· The is a powerful reality all about us
· One more real then what we can hear, see, smell taste or touch with our natural senses
· And not only is that true
· In that realm we’ve hit the lottery
· Papa has blessed us with EVERYTHING
· All he has in Christ
· It’s truly astonishing!
· This world is but a shadow or vapor in comparison
· Guys, God is so much better then you ever imagined.


Personal Story
· Nearly 15 years ago God began to reopen my eyes to see spiritual
· A gift I had from childhood had been shelved
· And after some 25 years of near complete dormancy…
· I could see again
· To steal a phrase from a friend who is now in heaven…
· It was scary wonderful
· All at the same time

· For me, after some 25 years as a Christian and 15 as a pastor 
· The Heavenly realm became something more than just part of my theology
· The heavenly realm, the spiritual realm became an experiential reality for me
· I have supernatural spiritual experience with heavenly beings in the real of the spirit
· And to quote the great C.S. Lewis
· [bookmark: _GoBack]"A man who travels into another world does not return unchanged"
· I have traveled and I have been changed

· I have…
· I have sat in a magnificent private library with the Father
· I have walked the beach with Jesus
· I have flown with the Holy Spirit
· I have met more heavenly beings than I can count
· I have been to a marvelous place call the treasury room
· And I have walked the streets of heaven
· I have experienced God
· I have experienced Heaven
· And I will never be the same again
· Other’s my question my experiences
· They may doubt my experiences
· They might even mock or ridicule my experience
· But they can never ever take them away from me
· They are mine
· They are my portion of every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms…
· In Christ
· And I am eternally grateful


Let’s Pray
· Oh God, thank you for your goodness, your kindness and tyour lavish love for us
· Thank you Lord that every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm is already ours in Christ
· Lord open our hearts, minds and eyes to that truth
· Make it our personal realities 

Ministry Time
· Does Anyone have a word of knowledge to share?
· Maybe some insight on a need for healing?
· If you want prayer for eyes that see spiritually and ears that hear spiritually
· Please come forward for prayer at the final song
· If you want to have supernatural experiences in the heavenly realm
· Please come forward for prayer at the final song
· If you have any need at all…
· [bookmark: _Hlk494446959]Please come forward for prayer at the final song
