Fatherly Advice

· Intro
· Open Bibles to John 12

· Today is a significant day in our history
· It’s our final meeting as a Bridge Church
· And my final service as a Bridge Church pastor
· I have some significant things to say
· I have some fatherly advice to share

· Read & pray John 12:20-28
· 20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!”  Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.”

· The Message paraphrases verse 25 this way:
· “In the same way, anyone who holds on to life just as it is destroys that life. But if you let it go, reckless in your love, you'll have it forever, real and eternal”
· It’s always wise to pay close attention anytime Jesus says “very truly”

· Paradigm Shift
· There’s a major paradigm shift concerning death between the world and the kingdom.
· The world views death as an end
· The kingdom views death as the start of life
· Very truly I say to you this morning that… 
· Today one seed becomes many
· Today those who let life go, reckless in love, will have it forever, real and eternal
· Today those who serve Christ, follow Christ
· Today from death comes life

· Fatherly Advice: LIVE
· Live Love

· Love God
· Be a friend of God
· There is no higher calling, none!
· The Father loves you lavishly and extravagantly!
· You are not only acceptable to him…
· You are the apple of his eye
· You are the object of Divine affection
· Cultivate with intention – intimate relationship

· Love One Another
· Be friends to one another
· Cultivate intimate friendships
· Spend time together
· Play together
· Pray together
· Keep short accounts
· Be quick to repent and quick to forgive
· Be Unoffendable
· If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is too high
· Love The Mosaic Vineyard as you have loved one another
· Love Phil & Patty as you have loved Nadine and I
· Do that and we’ll navigate this transition just fine

· Stay Low
· Humility is your friend
· It will keep you out of trouble
· And get you out of trouble when you get into it
· Yes, this is the voice of experience 
· Humility is very often the practical application of living love


· Live Supernaturally

· Don’t ever be content to live academic and intellectual spiritual lives
· Christ has made his home in you by the power of the Holy Spirit
· Live supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit

· Listen and Obey
· The greatest effectiveness I’ve had over the years has been as simple and as difficult as this…
· The greatest impact I’ve had over the years has been because of this…
· Listen and obey
· Hear God and follow as he leads
· Cooperate with whatever he is doing
· Even when it contradicts your human logic, wisdom and reason
· Especially when it contradicts your human logic, wisdom and reason

· Do What God is Doing
· His ways not our ways
· They are indeed higher and better
· It’s a essential to Living Supernaturally
· As you move forward on your spiritual journey be determined to follow his ways
· Follow the leading of the Holy Spirit

· Dream God Sized Dreams
· Nothing is impossible with Him – nothing!
· God indeed has a plan for your life and the word says that it is good!
· “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” ~ Jeremiah 29:11
· You have a God given destiny
· Go for it!
· God sized dreams are only fulfilled by living beyond the natural to the supernatural


· Live Free

· With the power and authority I have in Christ
· I set you free from doing what Tom did and release you to do whatever God is doing
· I release you and set you free from the need to maintain the traditions, practices or formats of…
· The South Shore Vineyard
· The Lighthouse Christian Fellowship
· The Lighthouse Bridge Christian Fellowship
· AND… The Bridge – Long Island
· Amen

· “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” ~ Galatians 5:1
· God has paid a huge price for your spiritual freedom
· You have paid a huge price for your spiritual freedom
· So - Live free!
· Live in the fullness of the freedom that Christ has won for you
· Stand firm in that freedom and settle for nothing less
· Never again allow yourselves to be burdened with a yoke of religious slavery

· Be Exporters of Freedom
· That is how one seed becomes many seeds
· Freedom is extremely attractive and extremely contagious
· Trust me, I know.

· Summary
· Fatherly Advice: Live Love, Live Supernaturally & Live Free!

· Live Love
· Love God & One Another
· Stay Low

· Live Supernaturally
· Listen and Obey
· Do What God is Doing
· Dream God Sized Dreams

· Live Free
· It is for Freedom that Christ has set you free
· I set you free from the past
· Be exporters of freedom

· Pray a Blessing
· I speak life over you this day
· I speak the multiplication of many seeds from this one seed
· I declare freedom from the past
· I speak a father’s blessing over your future
