A Year in Review

I Intro
1. Open bibles to 1 Corinthians 14:1
A. First Anniversary
B. One year ago Today
C. The first Sunday of September, marks one year that I’ve had the privilege to serve as your pastor.

2. Today
A. I thought it would be a good idea to offer a year in review of my Sunday messages.
B. Taking a break from my series on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
C. We’ll get back to it next week with a look at the Gift of Tongues

3. Read and Pray - 1 Corinthians 14:1-5
A. “1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.”

4. Saint Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
A. Chapter 12: one body with many gifts
B. Chapter 13: powerful description of love
C. In Chapter 14: 1 Paul sums up both chapters in one verse
a. "Pursue love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy." (NASB)

5. In my very first message at CCC
A. A year ago
a. On Sunday September 2, 2012
B. As your new pastor I told you that this verse, 1 Corinthians 14:1 identified three distinctives I possess
C. Three distinctives that I hoped to add to CCC’s collective.
a. Love
i. My driving passion
b. Spiritual Gifts
i. One of the main reasons I as chosen to be your new pastor
c. Prophetic Ministry
i. One of my primary gifting
D. I will expound on that verse at the end of today’s message

II A Year of Sermons
1. I preached 48 sermons over the past year
A. We cancelled two Sundays dues to snow
a. 12/30/12 and 2/10/13
B. Two Sundays I didn’t speak
a. Andrew Bryce: 10th Anniversary service on November 18th
b. Vineyard Canada Leaders Levys and Berrys: December 2nd 

2. Series
A. As you know I like to preach series of messages
a. I like to sink my teeth into a topic and get as much out of it as I can
B. I’ve preached 5 series of messages over the past year
a. The Father’s Love (8)
i. “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!” ~ 1 John 3:1
ii. Repeatedly driving home the message of my two undeniable truths of the Universe:
· #1 God is good!
· #2 And God loves you!
· Everything else begins at #3
b. Live Love (7)
i. “We love because he first loved us.” ~ 1 John 4:19
ii. “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” ~ John 13:34-35
iii. With the belief that developing an atmosphere of love provides us a safe environment to practice, experiment and explore the gifts of the Spirit.
c. Mercy (7)
i. “…because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions…” ~ Ephesians 2:4-5
ii. A new season in church history
iii. Marked by mercy and rest
iv. Communicating not only the word of God but the heart of God
v. A merging of pastoral and prophetic giftings
d. God’s Unusual Ways (8)
i. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” ~ Isaiah 55:8-9
ii. Desperately wanted to blow up your logical, reasonable, western world view God boxes
iii. He’s big and not limited to our thoughts and our ways
e. Gifts of the Spirit (9)
i. My current series on the gifts of the Spirit from 1 Corinthians 12
ii. Define, purpose, how and biblical examples
C. Those series titles alone reflect the 1 Corinthians 14:1 distinctives:
a. "Pursue love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy." 

3. Additionally, I shared Nine “One Of” Messages
A. Three Distinctives on 9/2/12
a. My first message as pastor of CCC
b. Introduced my vision going forward
c. Which was summed up in 1 Corinthians 14:1
d. "Pursue love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy." 
e. Included baseball vision
B. God is Good on 9/9/12
a. Paving the way for my series on the Father’s Love
C. 11/11 Vision on 11/11/12
a. A profound spiritual experience I had on 11/11/05
D. Vineyard History on 11/25/12
a. As preparation for a visit from Vineyard Canada Leaders the following week
E. New Covenant Giving on 12/9/12
a. Questions about tithing were raised and I used this opportunity to explain my personal position
b. “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” ~ 2 Corinthians 9:7
F. Insights for 2013 on 1/6/13
a. It’s been my custom for years now to offer prophetic insights for the year to come
G. Naked in the Pulpit on 1/20/13
a. Three Days of Visions from 2012
b. There was a strong reaction to that message
c. FYI, I’ve shared only 4 prophetic themed messages from this pulpit in a year and none since that day.
H. The Cross: Punishment or Cure on Easter 3/31/13
a. Inspired by Wayne Jacobson’s wonderful book “He Loves Me”
I. Friendship on 6/2/13

4. We did lots of Other Stuff
A. 8 Week Spiritual Gifts Workshop
B. Band of Brother Men’s Group
C. Men’s Movie Night
D. Ladies Becoming Group
E. True Colors
F. He Loves Me Book Club
G. Thursday Night Summer Group
H. Youth Group
I. Moms and Tots
J. Church Picnic
K. Church Talent Show
L. And more… it was a full year

III Back to 1 Corinthians 14:1
("Pursue love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy.")

1. Pursue Love
A. Pursue means to:
a. Run after or hunt it down
B. I desire for myself and for you is that we be a people who:
a. Live Loved
i. Secure and free in the Father’s lavish and extravagant love
b. Live Love
i. And then from that security and freedom love everyone around us

2. Eagerly Desire Spiritual Gifts
A. I don’t care which word study tool you choose to use
a. The words “eagerly desire” are anything but passive.
b. They cry out for a purposed and intentional pursuit.
c. The Greek word here is Zeloo (za-la-o) where we get our English word zeal
B. As a church we need to 
a. Run after the gifts
b. Make space for their operation in our midst
c. Study our gifts
d. And grow in the effective use of the gifts of the Holy Spirit
C. With my whole heart I believe that we can be mature and healthy followers of Jesus AND operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit
a. We are tri-part beings: body, soul and spirit
b. Too many believes live with one third of their beings disconnected
c. I don't want to live the Christian life with my spiritual wifi disconnected 
d. In 2 Corinthians 13:14 Saint Paul ends his second letter to Corinth with these words:
i. “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”
e. To quote Rick Joyner: “We were all created for fellowship in the Spirit, which is by definition supernatural.”
D. I am no longer content to live and intellectual and academic faith ONLY.
a. I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit
b. And I want to help you do the same.
c. It adds mystery, awe and wonder back to my faith
d. It makes God seem bigger and man smaller

3. Especially Prophecy
A. Of all the gifts Saint Paul singles out prophecy – wow!
a. The bible is evidence that we have a God who communicates with his people.
b. And he communicated to them BEFORE there was a bible!
c. And he wants to speak to you!
B. Having eyes that see him and ears that hear him has greatly enhanced my personal relationship with him
a. I’m convinced that it will greatly enhance your personal relationship with God as well.
C. He has more for us than his amazing written word
a. He offers us Himself.
b. That we might encounter and experience his lavish and extravagant love

4. Inspired by Luke 4:18 
A. “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free…”
B. I believe that God has called me to do three things:
a. Tell people good news of the Father’s great and lavish love
b. Open blind spiritual eyes
c. And set captives free from religious traditionalism
C. 1 Corinthians 14:1 
a. Helps me accomplish my call
b. And keeps on track going forward
c. “Pursue love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy”

5. Ministry Time
A. Let's pray
B. Personal Prophetic Ministry
C. Words of Knowledge
