2015 A Word for the New Year

Introduction
· Open Bibles to Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
· Last Week 
· I finished up a series of 9 messages on the topic of love.
· I think it was some of the most important sermons series I’ve preached to date
· Next Week (or the week after)
· We will begin a new series of messages on the topic of Grace
· This will be the first time I’ve tackled the topic
· But I already feel life on it in my spirit
· But I may need another week to finish today’s message
· Today
· I want to share a one-of (or two-of) message
· Occasionally I will depart from a topical or textual series
· To preach a stand alone, one-of message
· Today is one of those days
· I want to share with you what I believe God is saying to us for the new year
· For 2015 and following
· Read and Pray, Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
1 There is a time for everything,
    and a season for every activity under the heavens:
2     a time to be born and a time to die,
    a time to plant and a time to uproot,
3     a time to kill and a time to heal,
    a time to tear down and a time to build,
4     a time to weep and a time to laugh,
    a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5     a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
6     a time to search and a time to give up,
    a time to keep and a time to throw away,
7     a time to tear and a time to mend,
    a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8     a time to love and a time to hate,
    a time for war and a time for peace.

Verse 1
· There is a time for everything,
    and a season for every activity under the heavens
· Birth and death
· Planting and harvest
· To kill and heal
· Tear down and build up
· Cry and laugh
· Mourn and celebrate
· Scatter and gather
· Embrace and release
· To search and stop searching
· Keep and throw away
· Tear and mend
· Silence and speaking
· Love and hate
· War and peace

· Times and seasons are God’s idea, not mans.
· Genesis Chapter 1 bears this our
· Verses 3-5 God says let there be light 
· He separates the light from darkness
· He calls the light day
· And the dark night
· And verse 5 ends with these words:
· And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
· God separates the light and dark
· Defines them as day and night
· And calls it day
· In verses 6-8 God created the sky
· And verse 8 ends with these same words:
· And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.
· In Verses 9-13 God created the land, seas and vegetation
· Concluding with…
· And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
· Verses 14-19 offer great clarity on today’s topic
·  And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights - the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning - the fourth day.
· Signs to mark sacred times, and days and years.
· Time was God’s idea from the beginning
· Before he created us
· He created times and seasons
· And some for sacred purposes
· One the 5th day God created all the animals
· And on the 6th day he created us in his image, male and female
· And on the 7th day God rested.

Times and Seasons
· There is indeed a time and season to every activity under heaven
· And there are signs to mark sacred times, days and years.
· We all have special or significant times and seasons in our lives
· Our birthday
· Our wedding day
· The birth of our children
· Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years
· Along with all of those I have special days that hold spiritual significance to me
· The day I was saved July 1, 1976
· Days when I have had powerful encounters with the Lord like:
· February 11th and November 11th 
· It is common to our culture to most all cultures to mark special times and seasons.
· It good for us to pay careful attention at special times
Charlottetown Vineyard
· 2015 marks a significant change in the history of our church
· We start the new year with a new name
· That’s significant
· We’re starting the years with 40 days of prayer and fasting
· That’s also significant
· It’s no small thing that 8-10 churches have partnered together to begin the year with 40 days of prayer and fasting.
· Across the Island crying out for the Presence of God
· I’m very excited to see what the Lord will do with all of this.
· There is significance names 
· Listen to this quote from “The Name Book” by Dorothy Astoria

Names have been in existence as long as humanity. God created a timeless tradition when he gave Adam the first name, meaning “formed of earth.” In the same manner, humans have been handing out names since the beginning of recorded time.

But why names? Why not labels, symbols, or codes? Part of the answer is found in Genesis 1:27. “So God created human beings in his image. In the image of God he created them. He created them male and female” (NCV). If we were merely another species of God’s creation, we would all have one name, such as “lion,” “sparrow,” or “mole.” But because we are a special and unparalleled creation – individuals – we each have a name.

Names are an integral part of who we are. While we are all intrinsically unique, names bestow upon us a tangible way to distinguish one another. God reveals this individuality in Isaiah 43:1 saying, “I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine” (NRSV). The names we now bear have meaning to the Lord! Not only this, but in Revelation 2:17 He tells his children that He will give us “a new name that no one knows except the one who receives it” (NLT). (The Name Book by Dorothy Astoria, page 7)

· Names are significant
· I’ve noticed the significance of names on the Island
· When people meet for the first time it’s common to ask about their family name…
· Which MacDonald or Gallant or Arsenault clan people might belong to
· From which part of the Island
· When we name our children 
· We choose their names with care
· It’s purposeful and with meaning
· A family name, after a relative or some other significance
· Lisa Marie: 
· Consecrated unto God
· Nadine’s middle name
· Thomas Michael:
· 4th in his line (Father, Grand Father and Great Grand Father all  named Thomas)
· Twin or double
· Michael – one who is like God
· A significant name change at a significant time
· Why?
· Two reasons
· To distinguish ourselves
· And to identify ourselves
· There are other churches in town using both the “community church” moniker.
· As well as the “Charlottetown” moniker
· If you did a Google search for “Charlottetown Community Church” you may or may not find us.
· We are the only Vineyard Church on PEI
· It was good to distinguish ourselves
· But more importantly to identify ourselves
· We are a Vineyard Church
· We have been for more than 7 of our 12 years
· Our connection with Vineyard Canada and especially it’s Atlantic Region has strengthened significantly over the past two years.
· As a church, especially our leadership, we align very well with The Vineyard’s values and expression of faith.
· We bear the name Vineyard with honor
· It’s, as it were, our family name.
· At a significant time
· If the name change was initiated by man
· The timing was initiated by God
· A confluence of events converged together at just the right place and just the right time for our benefit.
· The new website
· With it’s fresh new look reflect it well.
· It was a timely gift from the Lord

What I see for The Charlottetown Vineyard in 2015
· Change
· It’s always easy to prophecy change 
· Because things usually do.
· But this is the change I see
· We’ve been in the hallway and we’re about to enter a new door
· About 2 ½ years ago the church walked through a door on one end of a metaphoric hallway
· And in 2015 we’ll walk through another door at the other end of the hallway
· The hallway represents a time of transition
· The name on the old door was Charlottetown Community Church
· The Name on the new door is Charlottetown Vineyard
· And here is the scripture verse to go with it:
· Isaiah 43:18-19
· “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”
· Verse 19
· NIV “See, I am doing a new thing”
· Emphasized Bible by J.B. Rotherham 
· “Behold Me! doing a new thing”
· I love that translation
· Communicates our best posture amid change
· Beholding Him as He does new things
· On Saturday May 31, 2014 I woke up at 5 something in the morning and heard the Lord speak verse 19 to me:
· See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”
· A few thoughts ran through my head. 
· The first was wow that was the Lord. 
· The second was that this is significant and that it was from Isaiah 43:19. 
· And the third was "no Lord, I don't perceive it."
· I think it could be for now.
· God is doing something new with us
· And it will require a “letting go” of the past
· We cannot hold on to the old door knob and reach the new one
· In Matthew 6:24 Jesus said:
· “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
· For some in 2015 the change will come in the form of choice.
· Calvin and Hobbes
· I know some people don’t like change 
· Maybe you can relate to Calvin in this cartoon
· **Show Cartoon**
· The absence of change is boring.
· Trust
· Along with change comes trust
· Trust in God
· It’s easy to trust when everything is under our control
· Trust is challenged when things are less and less under our control
· Change rattles most of us because control is threatened. 
· 2015 will be a year of trusting God amid change
· Let Hebrews 10:9b (NASB) comfort you:
· “He takes away the first in order to establish the second.”
· He takes away to establish
· God doesn’t take away just to take away
· He takes away to establish something new
· It’s a spiritual principal
· It’s how he operates
· We serve a never changing God of change
· “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever” Hebrews 13:8
· God never changes, never
· But he is alive and active and we experience the effects of his life and activity all around us
· From our perspective that feels like and in fact is – change
· Recently I was reminded of another time that God spoke to me in the twilight of the morning
· I shared with you at the end of last week’s message
· On Friday, May 26, 2006 in the twilight of the morning God spoke to me saying:
· “The winds of change were coming… hold lightly to people, possessions and positions. Your hands must  be free to catch what is coming on the wind”
· I’m convinced that those winds are about to blow again
· I believe that our 40 days of prayer and fasting are about to stir the winds of change
· We will make to the other side of this transition and enter more easily through the new door if:
· We hold loosely to people, possessions and positions.
· This way our hands will be free to catch what the Spirit is sending on the Wind.
· I understand that this may feel unsettling for some of you
· But please remember…
· God is good and he loves you
·  You can trust him with the people, possessions and positions
· And you can trust him with the wind and what it carries.
· Hold Loosely Picture
· I found this picture on line
· Added the words
· I think it a prophetic picture for us at this time.
· **Show Picture**
· I love:
· The kid (carefree)
· The rainbow (promise)
· The storm
· The different paths (choices)
· Powerful imagery
· Be Encouraged
· If you’re a person who doesn’t like change…
· God doesn’t just take away
· He takes away to establish!
· He is the GIVER of all good things
· James 1:17 says “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”
· It is in his nature to give
· When he takes away… it is for the purpose of establishing
· He takes away the old to establish the new
· He takes away the old covenant to establish the new covenant
· He takes away a lesser covenant to establish a greater covenant
· He takes people, possessions and positions to help us and others fulfill our purposes and reach our destinies
· His ways are not our ways – they are higher, much higher than our ways!


Monday Morning Take Away
· There is a time for everything,
    and a season for every activity under the heavens:
· Genesis makes it crystal clear that Times and Seasons were God’s idea
· We start a new year with a new name, a new website, new activates and 40 days of prayer and fasting
· Change is at hand
· “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”
· Behold me! Doing a new thing
· Fix your eyes on Jesus the author and finisher of your faith (paraphrase Hebrews 12:2)
· “What you focus on your make room for. What you fear you empower.” ~ John Paul Jackson
· Focus on the presence of God
· Focus on your heavenly Father who is rich in mercy and loves with a great and lavish love.
· Trust God
· He takes away to establish
· God is in the process of establishing something new at the Charlottetown Vineyard!
· To that end…
· Hold loosely to people, possession and positions that your hands might be free to catch what’s coming on the wind.

Let’s Pray
· Encouraging prophetic words for the new year
