Mercy 5 - 2013

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to Matthew 12

2 I’ve been taking a closer look at Mercy.
A. Change of spiritual seasons from a Ruler Season to a Mercy Season
B. The 7th Redemptive Gift of the Spirit in Romans 12: Mercy
C. The 5th Beatitude: “Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.” From Matthew 5
D. Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan

3 Last Week we looked at Jesus statement concerning mercy in Matthew 9:13 “But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”
A. We gleaned insight from
a.  Different translations of the text
b.  The context of the story
c.  And we made some personal Application
B. We learned that 
a.  It was the prophet Hosea that Jesus quoted to the mumbling and complaining Pharisees 
i Hosea 6:6 “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.”
b.  That Jesus had great mercy on the Tax Collector Matthew and all his sinner friends
c.  But the only people group in the New Testament that did not benefit from this mercy were the religious professionals who valued their ministries over people and their rituals over relationship.
d.  The Scribes and Pharisees were saying that their religious laws were more valuable than people Jesus was having dinner with at Matthew’s house and Jesus said NO!
i Jesus emphatically communicated that he valued people over the rules and regulations of any religious system
e.  We learned that Jesus desires mercy - meaning that he delights in and takes pleasure in mercy not sacrifice.
C. Could it be that in The Mercy Season we will see the differences between mercy and sacrifice manifested?
a.  Where Sacrifice was institutional Mercy will be relational
b.  Where Sacrifice was about rituals Mercy will be about relationships
c.  Where Sacrifice valued rules and regulations Mercy values freedom
d.  Where Sacrifice was controlling Mercy will be compassionate
e.  Where Sacrifice was strict literal adherence to the rules of ceremonial law, Mercy expresses compassion for the lost and seeks to rescue them.
f.  Where Sacrifice was representative of the Old Covenant Mercy represents the New Covenant
g.  In both words and actions Jesus communicated these truths in Matthew 9 

4 Today I want to use Jesus’ second use of this same phrase in Matthew 12 as a spring board to look at the Prophet Hoesa

5 Read & Pray: Matthew 12:1-14
 1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and eat them. 2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.”
 3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? 4He entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests. 5 Or haven’t you read in the Law that the priests on Sabbath duty in the temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are innocent? 6 I tell you that something greater than the temple is here. 7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”
 9 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to bring charges against Jesus, they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”
 11 He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much more valuable is a person than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”
 13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus.
A. Three times in scripture God is recorded as saying "I desire mercy not sacrifice".
a.  Hosea 6:6, Matthew 9:13 and Matthew 12:7 
B. Twice Jesus challenges our understanding of it... 
a.  “Go and learn what this means” Matthew 9:13
b.  If you had known what these words mean,” Matthew 12:7
i Here Jesus is have a similar conflict with the Pharisees as he did in Matthew 9. 
ii This time the issue is not eating with sinners but working on the Sabbath
· Eating heads of grain and healing the sick
c.  Hmmm... sounds important to me, it always is when God repeats himself.
C. Twice in confrontation with the Pharisees Jesus quotes the prophet Hosea
a.  Both times saying that he desired mercy not Sacrifice
i That relationship trumped religious rituals
b.  Why Hosea?
i Well let’s look at Hosea’s story.

II God’s ways are NOT our ways
1 In the past I have taught a series of messages titled “God’s Unusual Ways”
A. Maybe I’ll teach it here some day as well?
B. Hosea’s story could have easily been added to the list of God’s unusual ways

2 Could it be that in the Mercy Season we will see prophets like Hosea?
A. Who is this prophet that Jesus quotes twice saying
a.  Hosea 6:6 “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.”
B. Knowledge from the root word Yada – 
a.  Meaning an intimate, personal, experiential knowing

3 The Book of Hosea open this way: Hosea 1:2-3
A. 2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD." 3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.
B. Some prophets give prophetic words others have to live out prophetic lives. 
a.  Hosea’s life was a prophetic message of mercy over sacrifice

4 Hosea’s Name
A. Hosea’s name means Help, Salvation or Deliverance
a.  According to Strong’s it is the family name of Joshua son of Nun
b.  Same root word as Joshua & Jesus
B. Son of Beeri (bay-ree)
a.  Meaning “my well” or “belonging to a fountain”
b.  Therefore Hosea’s full name means:
i “Help from the Well”  or  “Salvation from the Fountain”

5 God actually tells his prophet Hosea to take an adulterous wife and he marries Gomer
A. NIV = an adulterous wife
B. KJV =  a wife of whoredom
C. NASB & Amp = a wife of harlotry
D. Message = Find a whore and marry her
E. Some commentators want to tiddy this up but honestly, I don’t see how
a.  God’s ways are not our ways
b.  In Hosea’s case God’s ways were very messy
c.  Love and mercy often are

6 Hosea’s marriage is a picture of God’s great mercy and love for Israel
A. And his great mercy and love for us
B. With all his heart Hosea loved his wife, Gomer
a.  Even though she was repeatedly unfaithful to him
i The book of Hosea reveals that Gomer had many lovers. 
ii Eventually, leaving Hosea their children and entering into a life of prostitution
C. Now according to Mosaic Law, Hosea could have brought her before the elders and had her stoned to death for her unfaithfulness
a.  But there was one problem with this — he still loved her.
i The Law said to kill her
ii The Lord said to marry, love and continually forgive her.
b.  Chapter 2 tells us that even in the midst of Gomer’s unfaithfulness Hosea cared and provided for her
D. Listen to this excerpt from commentator Davis Guizk’s study guide on Hosea 2
a.  When Hosea provided for Gomer, she spent it on her adulterous lovers. It’s as if Hosea went to the house of Gomer’s lover, where she lived apart from her husband and in adultery. He knew that this scoundrel of a man couldn’t provide for Gomer, and that she lived in poverty and rags. Hosea knocked at the door. He spoke to the man who answered, “Are you the man living with Gomer?” The man wondered what business it was of Hosea’s; then he revealed: “I’m Hosea, her husband. I’ve brought these groceries and money so she can be provided for.” When Hosea left, Gomer and her lover must have thought he was a fool. What a great dinner they had together with the food Hosea brought! But this is how the Lord loves us, lavishing blessing on us even when we are worshipping idols, providing us with blessings we waste on other gods.
b.  This is the prophet Jesus quotes to the Pharisees
i This is the message of mercy over sacrifice
· But there even more
c.  Time passed by and Gomer lost her beauty. 
i She was reduced to slavery. 
ii Hosea bought her, he purchased her out of slavery, forgave her and she became his wife again
d.  Hosea 3:1-2 (The Message)
1 Then God ordered me, "Start all over: Love your wife again, your wife who's in bed with her latest boyfriend, your cheating wife.
Love her the way I, God, love the Israelite people, 
   even as they flirt and party with every god that takes their fancy."
 2-3I did it. I paid good money to get her back. 
   It cost me the price of a slave.
Then I told her, "From now on you're living with me. 

7 The Pharisees and Teacher of the Law are concerned about Jesus’ dinner companions and his Sabbath activates.
A. Jesus’ response to them is…
B. Have you considered the prophet Hosea?
a.  You think this is bad, have you considered Hosea & Gomer?
C. Oh I long to see prophets of mercy & love
a.  Fathers who love their sons and daughters
b.  Shepherds who do not slaughter the sheep
c.  Maybe in the Mercy Season, maybe…
D. No more prophets of doom and gloom
a.  No more prophets who harshly judge the people of God
b.  No more pastors or prophets who manipulate and control people with shame and fear.
c.  I long to see more prophets like Hosea who love limitlessly and sacrificially
d.  I long to see pastors and prophets who care more for God’s people than their ministries or their reputations
e.  I long to see a day where love is not only our highest aim but our only aim.
E. Lord, let this be the day
a.  Let this be the place
b.  Let us be just such a people
c.  Amen.
