Love

I.  Introduction
1.  Open Bibles to Matthew 5:43-48

2.  Last week 
A.  Unfortunately we were unable to record last week’s message
a. I think we’ve resolved the problem for this week
B.  Last week we looked at Ecclesiastes 3 and how times and seasons mark our lives
C.  I shared significant times and seasons that have marked my life 
a. My personal testimony
b. The significant spiritual experience I had 30 years later
c. And what the Lord revealed to me this past July 1st 
i.  My 35th anniversary

3.  July 1, 2011 Vision
A.  Back in the Spirit I see the Spirit of Wisdom on my Left and Revelation on my Right
a. They are facing me, arms folded behind their backs, looking somber, serious.
b. Revelation speaks first and says: “It is for freedom that Christ has set you free”
c. Wisdom continues emphatically: “Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
d. Four more times they repeat this to me and then with a pop the vision suddenly ends.
i.  I’m sure most of you recognize this as Galatians 5:1

4.  I’ve learned a few things…
A.  First: that it is wise to pay close when God repeats himself
B.  Second: When I’m told NOT to do something, it probably means I’m already doing it.

C.  Application = love
a. I’ve heard it said that “The moment we choose to love we begin to move towards freedom.” ~ Bell Hooks
b. I wholeheartedly agree
i.  I believe that the path of freedom is marked by love!
ii.  If that’s true then the path that returns us to a yoke of slavery is the road without love.
c. Live Love
i.  I want to Live Love
ii.  I want The Bridge to be a community of people that Live Love
iii.  Jesus said: “All men will know you are my disciple if you love one another”
· It was love that set us free and it is love that will keep us free.
D.  With this revelation of freedom and application of love in mind I want to follow the leading of the Spirit and talk about one of my favorite topics today: Love

II.  Today: Love
1.  Specifically: What do I do when I’ve been hurt?
2.  Read and Pray: Matthew 5:43-47
A.  43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 
B.  Wait a minute, verse 44, is Jesus serious?
a. “…love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…”
b. Let’s see if another translations sheds some light on this
C.  The Message
a.  43-47"You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your friend,' and its unwritten companion, 'Hate your enemy.' I'm challenging that. I'm telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that.
D.  Do your enemies bring out the best in you or the worst in you?
a. Honestly, most of the time, they have not brought out my best but my worst.
E.  Possibly our greatest threat to Living Love and falling back under a yoke of slavery is how we respond when wounded

III.  Love your enemies
1.  A close look
A.  Who’s my enemy?
a. The Greek indicates that it’s those…
i.  Who hate you
ii.  Who are actively hostile toward you and 
iii.  Who oppose you
b. Can you think of anyone in your life that falls into that category?
i.  A neighbor?
ii.  A co-worker?
iii.  A family member?
iv.  A church member?
B.  The question “who is my enemy” makes me think of a similar question in scripture “Who is my neighbor?”
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
 25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
   26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.”
   28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
   36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
   Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
C.  So, what does loving our enemies look like?
a. I think it looks like mercy
i.  Not giving someone what they deserve
b. The word love in Matthew 5 comes from root for agape, God’s love
i.  It means to love our enemies the way God loves us
ii.  It means to love as the Good Samaritan loved
· Dang, I’m not finding any loopholes here!
· Frankly, I have a hard enough time enduring my enemies let alone loving them.
D.  I think it looks like:
a. Kindness, Graciousness, Patience, Forgiveness & Blessing
i.  But verse 44 doesn’t end there, Jesus goes on to say

2.  Pray for those who persecute you
A.  Define persecution
a. KJV expands it beyond the word persecution
i.  “…bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you…”
B.  Bless those who curse you
a. Bless: to cause to prosper, to make happy, to ask God’s blessing upon
b. Curse: to doom or invoke evil
C.  Do Good to them that hate you
a. Good: Honor, speak well of
b. Hate: to detest and pursued with hatred
D.  Pray for those who despitefully use and persecute you
a. Pray: well, it means to pray, to speak to God about them, implies intercession
b. Despitefully use: To insult, treat abusively, threaten and falsely accuse
c. Persecute: to pursue in a hostile manner, to harass, trouble or molest, to mistreat, to drive away.
E.  On my best day I can’t do this
a. And if I’m being treated this way – it’s not one of my best days.

3.  What does it look like today?
A.  Jesus is asking us to love people who are hurting us, how do we practically do that?
a. This is what practically works for me.
B.  To love like God loves I need to be connected to God
a. I need to be in his presence
b. I need his presence to change me and empower me to do what I do not have the power to do
c. A combination of these three usually do the trick
i.  Worship, repentance and intercession

4.  Worship, Repentance and Intercession
A.  For me, worship is the quickest path into his presence
a. And his presence changes everything
i.  Especially my heart
B.  Repentance
a. Repentance is a good deal, it’s the best deal in the universe
i.  God created the concept of repentance because he knew we’d need it
ii.  He created it not just for unbelievers but for believers as well
· John, writing to Christians said
· “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” – 1 John 1:9
b. Repentance is especially when I’m upset with someone who’s hurt me
i.  He helps me take the plank out of my eye instead of focusing on the speck in their eye.
c. Additionally, God’s forgiveness softens my heart to forgive
C.  Now I’ve worshiped, I’ve been touched by God’s forgiveness via repentance… it’s MUCH easier to intercede
a. Few things change my heart toward another like praying for them
b. It difficult to stay angry when I’ve brought them before God’s loving presence

5.  So…
A.  So, how do we stay free?
a. How do we resist submitting again to a yoke of slavery?
i.  We choose to Live Love
B.  So, how do we love when we’re being mistreated and falsely accused?
a. This helps me…
i.  Worship, repentance & intercession.
C.  Let’s pray

IV.  Ministry Time
