Live Love

I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthian 13:1-13

2. Last Week 
A. I began a new series of messages titled Live Love.
B. I’m all in on the premises that if:
a. We’re convinced of God’s great love for us
b. And we effectively love one another
c. We will create a safe environment to explore the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
C. Last week I addressed what I believe to be the greatest obstacle to living love
a. Our need to be right
D. Video
a. Showed an entertaining 18 minute video by Kathryn Shultz on the topic of being wrong
i. You can find it on youtube
ii. Well worth your time.
b. Ms Shultz asks the question: 
i. “What does it feel like to be wrong?”
ii. Answer: “It feels like being right.”
E. It’s more important to love than it is to be right
a. If being right comes at the expense of love, the price it too high.
b. The reason why it’s more important to love than it is to be right… because you could be wrong.
c. Relationships shouldn’t be disposable
d. Listen, you can be extraordinarily gifted and absolutely wrong both at the same time. 
i. Stay low, choose love

3. Today: Live Love 2
A. Two questions today
a. What’s does it mean to “LIVE LOVE”?
b. How do we do it?

4. Read & Pray 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

 8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
A. Classic love verses

II. What Does it Mean to Live Love?
1. Verses 1-3 offers clear insights into what is NOT required to LIVE LOVE
A. Spiritual Gifts
a. Tongues
b. Prophetic Gifting
c. Understanding
d. Knowledge
e. Mountain Moving Faith
f. Giving
g. Martyrdom
B. I’ve heard it said that character is more important than gifting.
a. I agree
b. And I would add that love is more important than everything.

2. Verses 4-7 offers another side of the story
A.  what are practical everyday examples of New Yorkers Living Love in the following areas?
a. Patience
b. Kindness
c. Not envious
d. Not boastful
e. Not prideful
f. Not rude
g. Not self-seeking
h. Not easily angered
i. Keeps no record of wrongs
j. Love does not delight in evil
k. Rejoices with the truth.
l. It always protects
m. Always trusts
n. Always hopes
o. Always perseveres.

3. These are the areas we can expect to be challenged and tested in…
A. Tests are not punishment
a. Tests come just before promotion
B. 3rd grade… 4th grade…
a. Hardest tests (finals) come before the most significant promotions

4. What if LIVE LOVE became your personal mantra?
A. What if LIVE LOVE became the motto of your life
a. Every day you would awaken with this singular goal in mind…
i. Today I will LIVE LOVE.
B. What would change?
a. What would change in you?
b. What would change in your most intimate relationships
c. What would change in your most superficial relationships?
d. How would it impact your work place?
e. How would it impact the other Christians you know?
f. How would it effect the non Christian in your would?
g. Your Neighborhood?
h. Your household?
i. This Church?
C. I think it’s a worthwhile experiment.

III. How do we do it?
1. We begin by Living Loved
A. By experiencing God’s great and lavish love for us
a. Skip this step and the rest is impossible
b. We can’t draw from and empty well
c. 1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.”
B. ‎The failure of modern Christianity is that we've traded intimacy for information and love for knowledge. 
a. We’re eating from the wrong tree.
b. Jesus didn’t come to give us a book.
i. He came to give us himself
c. Knowing the bible is one thing…
i. Knowing The Author is another.
d. Jesus didn't come to establish Christianity
i. He came to restore relationship with humanity.
ii. We were created to experience God’s love
· We were created for relationship
C. How do you experience God’s love?
a. Go where the life is
i. Find life and you’ll find God there
b. At different times, different things work for me
i. Worship, Intercession, Meditation, Prayer, Walk & Talk
c. You know what the presence of God feels like, right?
i. Do whatever helps you experience his presence
d. Find out what works for you

2. Start with the people it’s easy to love
A. Healthy relationship
a. Close friends
b. Family
B. Get some momentum behind you
a. Learn new ways of loving others
i. Random acts of kindness
ii. A kind note of encouragement
iii. A phone call
iv. Buy someone a cup of coffee
v. Hugs!
C. Pay Attention
a. Often people love the way they want to be loved
i. Nadine rubs my back where her back hurts
ii. Take notice of it and love them that way
D. Gary Chapman’s classic book The Five Love Languages:
a. Words of Affirmation
b. Quality Time
c. Gifts
d. Acts of Service
e. Physical Touch
i. Nadine and I add a 6th love language – FOOD!

3. Next Live Love by moving on to the people that are more difficult to love
A. Read Luke 6:32-36
a. 32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
B. Notice what Jesus didn’t say…
a. He didn’t tolerate your enemy
b. He didn’t say cohabitate your enemy
C. Jesus said love your enemy
a. Ouch 
b. Evidence that we’re his children is that we love like he loves
i. He is merciful and kind to the wicked and ungrateful.
· You know, people just like us 
c. It’s a family trait
i. It’s how the world recognizes that we’re His.
· All men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. John 13:35
D. When you’re ready to be challenged in your capacity to live love try this:
a. Close your eyes
i. Ask yourself this question…
ii. Who is my enemy?
iii. Whose face do you see?
· Go and love that person

4. Exception
A. Just so there’s no misunderstanding
a. And so living love doesn’t become some new burdensome religious obligation
B. There are unhealthy relationships where the only way we can love is from a distance
a. Where there’s been personal violations and abuse distance is both necessary and wise
b. Contact is ill advised
c. You can forgive them; you can pray for them, you just can’t be with them.
C. There are many other people in your world you can love in the mean time.
a. Does that make sense?
i. Good.

IV. Closing
1. Christmas Eve Service Tomorrow night at 6:00 PM
A. If I don’t see you, Merry Christmas from my family to yours!
2. Let’s pray
3. Remember, we can leave everything set up until next Sunday

