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MAN'’S PLACE IN GOD’S PLAN

o

The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s:
but the earth hath he given to the children of men.
—Psalm 115:16

God created heaven as a dwelling for Himself—perfect, glori-
ous, and most holy. The earth He gave to man as his dwelling—
everything very good, but only as a beginning, with the need of be-
ing kept and cultivated. Man was to continue and perfect the work
God had done. Think of the iron and the coal hidden away in the
earth, of the steam hidden away in the water. It was left to man to
discover and use all this, as we see in the network of railways that
span the world, and the steamers that cover the ocean. God had
created everything to be thus used. But He made the discovery and
the use of such things dependent on the wisdom and diligence of
man. What the earth is today, with its cities and its cornfields, it
owes to man. The work God had begun and prepared was to be car-
ried out by man in fulfillment of God’s purpose. And so nature
teaches us the wonderful partnership to which God calls man for
the carrying out of the work of creation to its destined end.

This principle is equally strong in the kingdom of grace. In His
great plan of redemption, God has revealed the power of the heav-
enly life and the spiritual blessings of which heaven is full. But He
has entrusted to His people the work of making these blessings
known and of making men partakers of them.

What diligence the children of this world show in seeking the
treasures that God has hidden in the earth for their use! Will the
children of God not be equally faithful in seeking the treasures hid-
den in heaven, to bring them down in blessings on the world? It is
by the unceasing intercession of God’s people that His kingdom will
come and His will will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (See
Luke 11:2.)

Ever blessed Lord, how wonderful is the place You have given
man, in trusting him to continue the work You have begun. Open
our hearts for the great thought that, through the preaching of the
Gospel and the work of intercession, Your people are to work out
Your purpose. Lord, open our eyes, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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