The Gospel of John 4:43-54

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 4
· We are working our way through John’s Gospel
· Today we will finish up chapter 4
· Read and pray:

43 After the two days he left for Galilee. 44 (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.) 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, for they also had been there.
46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.

48 “Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”

49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
50 “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”

The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.”

53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his whole household believed.
54 This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea to Galilee.
· OK, let’s look at the rest of chapter 4 a bite at a time
Verses 43-44
· 43 After the two days he left for Galilee. 44 (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.) 
· Jesus and the disciples had just spent the past two day with the Samaritans.
· Why would Jesus point out that “a prophet has no honor in his own country”?
· And why would John choose to record it?
· Galilee was Jesus' country – it’s where He grew up. 
· It was Jesus’ home town
· These people felt familiar with Jesus and as a result they did not honor Him the way they should have. 
· Another way to look at this might be that they actually didn’t know the real him at all.
· If they had, they would have honored Him all the more.
· This is evidence that sometimes we can miss extraordinarily great blessings right under our noses

Verses 45
· 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, for they also had been there. 
· It was customary for the Jews in Galilee to go to Jerusalem for the feasts (fulfilling Exodus 23:14-17). 
· So, what were the things that Jesus did in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival?
· We covered this in our look at John 2
· But to remind you…
· They remembered? 
· That Jesus turned over the money changers tables in the outer courts of the temple (John 2:13-17). 
· That Jesus predicted His death and miraculous resurrection (John 2:19). 
· “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”
· That Jesus performed many signs:
· “Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was performing and believed in his name.” John 2:23

Verse 46-48
· 46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 48 “Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”
· Interesting text - I think there are two ways to look at this.
· Some might say this is an anti signs and wonders statement
· I think that’s a hard case to make since it’s Jesus himself who is performing the signs and wonders
· And as well see, he even heals this Royal Official’s son who is close to death.
· I think Jesus’ statement here is communicating another truth… “you will never believe”

Believe
· We’ve looked that this before in John’s Gospel
· When John writes “believe, belief or faith” he’s repeatedly using the same root Greek word: Pistis
· Pistis
· It means much more than intellectual assent
· It means more than theological or doctrinal agreement
· It’s a relational term
· It  means trust
· Trust is the reason why John 1:14 says:
· “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
· Trust is the reason for the Incarnation
· Jesus came to restore the trust relationship between the Trinity and humanity that was lost in the Garden.
· A healthy relationship of love and trust has to go deeper than performance.
· I love Nadine NOT because of the gifts, talents and abilities she brings to our marriage but because of who she is as a person.
· Jesus perceives that the people are not interested in him but in what he can do for them.
· And that’s a distortion of the Incarnation’s purpose.
· So what does Jesus do?
· He calls them on it and heals the kid anyway.
· It might seem that Jesus was harsh towards this man who wanted his son healed, but He encountered many in Galilee who were only interested in His gifts
· I can remember as a young worship leader being invited places because I could sing and play guitar
· They didn’t want me so much as they wanted my gifts
· Not a good feeling

Incarnation and the Church
· I’m concerned about the church in North America
· I’m concerned about many things
· But chief among them is my concern that we can “do” church without God.
· And from an external perspective do it very well.
· Now let me say something that may shock some of you.
· The primary purpose of the Incarnation and the reason why the church exist
· First, let me say that the Incarnation is primarily NOT about:
· Social Justice
· Saving the Environment
· Right to life
· A conservative or liberal political agenda
· Or even the poor
· The list goes on and on…
· The primary reason for the incarnation and the primary purpose for the church is relationship between God and man
· When Jesus was asked what is the greatest commandment in Matthew 22:36-40 he answered:
· “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
· #1 is loving God
· #2 is loving our neighbor
· My concern is we’ve skipped #1 and gone right to #2
· The church has become proficient at doing good things without God
· And in my humble opinion Good has become enemy of best
· Even sign and wonders and be lumped in with #2 and that sobers me
· In Matthew 7:22-23 Jesus says:
· 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?” 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
· They did good stuff
· They did stuff that was beneficial to others
· They did the second commandment
· But they missed the first
· Jesus said I never knew you
· Ginosko: to know intimately, to know by experience
· The source of Jesus’ rebuke here in John 4  has to do with relationship
· Trust by relationship verses performance
· The church has become experts at performance but we’re failing pitifully at relationship with God.
· It’s my personal passion to help you know God
· All that other stuff…
· Justice, the environment and so on are fine
· Fine but secondary

A word about Signs and Wonders
· Signs and wonders can help lead a person towards belief in God 
· Signs and wonders can validate a heavenly messenger
· Or they can also have no effect on a person
· Signs and wonders from God are obviously good things
· However they are not the foundation of our faith. 
· In and of themselves, signs and wonders cannot change the human heart 
· Only relationship with God can change a human heart
· For example
· Israel saw incredible signs at Mount Sinai and even heard the very voice of God (Exodus 19:16-20:1), 
· Yet a short time later they worshipped a gold calf (Exodus 32:1-6).
· Make no mistake
· I want signs and wonders!
· I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit
· But more than any of that I want to have a relationship of love and trust with God
· Trust first, signs and wonders second
· Love God first, love people second
· Let signs and wonders be the fruit of a loving and trusting relationship with God
Verses 49-54
· 49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.” The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.” 53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his whole household believed. 54 This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea to Galilee.

· The Royal Official’s plea comes from a place of deep need
· But did he ask in light of what Jesus said in John 4:48? 
· “Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”
· It is as if He perfectly understood what Jesus just said.
· It was not meant to discourage signs and wonders in themselves, but to discourage a relationally unhealthy dependence on them.
· He was a Royal Offical, a nobleman, a man of high standing and stature in his community
· Yet with all his power and influence he had need of a God touch.
· A supernatural expression of God’s love 
· Go, your son will live.
· No fireworks - No hype - just a simple statement
· To his credit, scriptures says that:
· The man took Jesus at his word and departed. John 4:50
· All Jesus gave him to trust in was His word
· And it was enough




And what was the result? - Verse 53
· So he and his whole household believed
· You got it, that same Greek word is once again used here: Pistis
· The whole household trusted God.

Interesting Comparison
· We have two people groups represented here in John 4
· It is wonderful that these Jews from the region of Galilee believe; 
· But they wouldn’t unless Jesus performed signs 
· And even then they were slow to trust
· These Jewish Galileans pale in comparison to the despised Samaritans
· They believed Jesus without a sign - they believed at His word (John 4:39-42).
· 39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers. 42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”
· I like these Samaritans
· It makes me want to ask last week’s question again.
· Who are the Modern Day Samaritans?
· Who are the outcast, half-breeds with the confused theology that are ready to believe Jesus is the Messiah?

Let’s Pray
· Ministry Time
· Prophetic Words
