The Powerful Place – Jesus Style
I Intro

1 Open Bibles to John 13
2 Last Week:  The Powerless Place

A. What Church is and isn’t all about
a.  What it is all about and… 

i It is about relationships
ii We are to love, know, serve God and love one another

b.  What it is NOT all about

i Church is not about performance

ii Church is not about the numbers

B. When we’re weak He’s strong – 2 Corinthian 12:9

a.  God chooses the weak – 1 Corinthians 1:26-29

C. Four lesson’s I’ve learned in the Powerless Place

a.  Enjoy the mountain tops when them come

b.  Everything’s a test

c.  Shut Up!

d.  Papa loves me

3 Today: The Powerful Place – Jesus Style

4 Read & Pray John 13:1-5
1It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.

 2The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him

II You’ve all seen people in “The Powerful Place”?
1 For Example

A. The Super Bowl MVP

a.  Cheering crowd, confetti, gleaming trophy raised high

B. Best Actor or Actress Oscar winner
a.  Paparazzi flashing, entourage frantically attending their every need

C. The newly appointed CEO, Director of Operations, Supervisor or Manager

a.  I’ve watch more than a few strut through an office or factory on day one of the reign.

2 The Powerful Place is

A. The season of Mountain top experiences

B. Hey, all your bills are paid!
C. You’re feeling healthy and strong

D. You have not only responsibility but influence and authority as well
E. You feel good spiritually and emotionally 

F. Your relationships are in a good place

a.  You and God

b.  You and people

3 Character is tested in the Powerful Place

A. It’s tested in the powerless place as well but I cover that last week.

B. I love sports

a.  I think of some of my favorite sports figures who were tested in the powerful place

b.  Lawrence Taylor of the NY Giants

c.  Dwight Gooden and Darrel Strawberry both who played for the Mets and the Yankees

d.  Ben Roethlisberger of the Steelers or Michael Vick of the Eagles

i All been in the powerful place of the sports world, been tested and failed

· Drugs, alcohol, infidelity, criminal activity… you name it

C. Biblically King Saul and King Solomon come to mind 

a.  Men who were in the powerful place…

b.  Had their character tested

c.  And didn’t do so well.

d.  That’s what I love about Jesus.

III So

1 I’m so impressed by the word “So” at the beginning of verse 4

A. It connects the knowledge of verse 3 to the actions of verses 4 and 5
2 Listen to verses 3-5 in these different translations

A. NIV

a.  3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

B. AMPLIFIED

a.  3[That] Jesus, knowing (fully aware) that the Father had put everything into His hands, and that He had come from God and was [now] returning to God, 4Got up from supper, took off His garments, and taking a [servant's] towel, He fastened it around His waist. 5Then He poured water into the washbasin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the [servant's] towel with which He was girded.

C. Message

a.   Jesus knew that the Father had put him in complete charge of everything, that he came from God and was on his way back to God. So he got up from the supper table, set aside his robe, and put on an apron. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the feet of the disciples, drying them with his apron.
3 Consider the context

A. Upper room before the last supper
a.  About to establish a new covenant with the human race

b.  Just hours before being brutally beaten and crucified

B. Customary to have a slave to wash feet of your dinner guests

a.  If a slave isn’t present, the youngest is responsible to do it

b.  Notice that none of the disciple volunteered for this take

c.  So Jesus does it

C. Now get this…

a.  Judas is still there, he doesn’t leave the room until verse 30

b.  Jesus washes Judas’ feet too

c.  Wow!

4 From the Powerful Place Jesus chose to serve

A. In this Kingdom

a.  The first are last

b.  The greatest are the servants of all

c.  The weak are strong

d.  The powerless are powerful

e.  The exalted are humbled and the humble are exalted

B. Listen to Philippians 2:5-11

a.  5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
 6Who, being in very nature God, 
      did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
 7but made himself nothing, 
      taking the very nature of a servant, 
      being made in human likeness. 
 8And being found in appearance as a man, 
      he humbled himself 
      and became obedient to death— 
         even death on a cross! 
 9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
      and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
      in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
      to the glory of God the Father.
b.  Amazing…

c.  Back to John 13:4

C. So

a.  With full knowledge of his powerful position
i Jesus took the place of a servant, a slave and 

ii wash his students, his disciples, his friends feet
iii Including his betrayer

iv God’s ways are not our ways.

b.  Scripture doesn’t describe any foot washing conversations beside’s Peter but I wonder…

i Words of encouragement as he washed off the dust

ii Blessings and prayers as he removed the dirt

iii Promises prophesied as he dried them off.
iv Pretty cool

v We serve an amazingly humble and loving God.

c.  3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him
i Washing feet – that’s The Powerful Place… Jesus Style

IV Ministry Time

1 Let’s pray

A. Who feels anointing on their hands today

a.  You’re our ministry team

B. If you have any need at all come on up and let your brothers and sis ters pray for you

C. Please remember Nadine and I in prayer the next 2 weeks!

