First Message at Charlottetown Community Church

· Intro (slide 1)
· Open Bibles to John 13:34-35
· Nadine and I are thrilled to be here
· Your Island is stunningly beautiful
· Internet pictures do not do it justice
· Time permitting, this morning I want to do two things:
· Introduce myself
· Talk a little bit about Love & Transition
· Read & Pray: John 13:34-35 (slide 2)
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Keep a finger in there, I get back to it
· First let me introduce myself…

· Introduce Self
· When I read and unfamiliar author, watch an unfamiliar actor
·  I tend to read/watch suspiciously 
· Do I like it or not
· If I am familiar with the author or a fan of the actor I just enjoy the experience.
· So, let me introduce myself
· I’m a husband, a father and a friend who believes that relationships are built one cup of coffee at a time.
· Nadine and I have been married over 31 years and have two amazing adult children:
· Lisa, 28 (slide 3)
· Master of Science this past June
· Mental Health Counselor in Bellingham, WA
· Tom (slide 4)
· Graduate of the Seattle Art Institute
· Lives in the Los Angeles, CA area
· Set Dresser on NBC’s Parks & Recreation
· Nadine and I were childhood sweethearts in Brooklyn, NY
· Tell “name out of hat story” with Nadine (slide 5)

· Personal Ethos & Values
· Define Ethos (slide 6)
· “The disposition, character, or fundamental values peculiar to a specific person, people, culture, or movement” ~ American Heritage Dictionary
· “The distinctive character, spirit, and attitudes of a people, culture or era.” ~ Collins English Dictionary

· My Ethos (slide 7)
· Passion: 
· When describing what was most important, Jesus told us to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength and the second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:30). 
· To me this sounds like a passionate “all you've got” kind of love!
· I am a passionate man; I love God, people and life passionately.
· Passion is good, it’s the built in, God given, from the manufacturer homing device to your destiny
· Freedom: 
· Saint Paul wrote in Galatians 5:1 that “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” 
· Religion is the context of this verse.
· Personally
· I am exploring the fullness of that freedom
· Living in it out as best I can
· And helping others do the same

· Spirit: 
· I am not content to live an intellectual & academic faith ONLY
· I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
· 1 Corinthians 14:1 says “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit…”
· I’m trying to do both
· Additionally, I want to know God personally, intimately and experientially.
· Destiny: 
· Jeremiah 29:11 tells us that God has a good plan for our each of our lives
· I want to fulfill my God given destiny and help other do the same. 

· My Values (slide 8)
· Worship
· That touches the heart of God and inspires His people.
· The Word
· My standard, inerrant, and Divinely inspired.
· Relationship
· Friendships that are authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy.
· Reaching Out
· Giving what I've got to who I can, no strings attached.

· Calling
· I believe that God has called me to do three things
· Inspirited by Luke 4:18
· Jesus’ mission statement
· 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
   because he has anointed me 
   to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
   and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
   19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
· Tell people good news
· Especially about the Father’s extravagant love
· Open blind eyes
· Especially blind spiritual eyes
· Set people free
· Especially setting people free from religious traditions and the rules and regulations of men

· Gifting (slide 9)
· Mix of pastoral and prophetic
· Father’s heart with eyes to see

· Pastoral
· 25 years pastoral experience in NY, WV, WA and TX 
· Mercy motivated
· Been told I’m a pretty good listener
· Out of the box kind of leader
· Not a big fan of the status quo
· I’m comfortable with change
· Like to lead vs feed from the pulpit

· Prophetic
· Could see since childhood
· Favor with internationally known prophets since 2002
· God opened my eyes again in 2004
· February 11
· 40 visions in 40 days each year since 2008

· Tattoos
· After a five year wait, on August 12, 2010, at 50 years old I got my first and so far only tattoos.

· Passion
· Qin'ah is Hebrew meaning, passion or zeal. It's from Psalm 69:9 and John 2:17
· “Zeal for your house will consume me." 
· Also interpreted jealousy when referring to God’s passionate love for people as in Song of Solomon 8:6
· “Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame.”
· Most recognize that verse from the popular worship song “You Won’t Relent” by Misty Edwards
· It represents one of the four elements of my personal ethos, passion. 
· The color red can mean a few different things. 
· One interpretation of red is wisdom. 
· Passion needs to be tempered with wisdom, thus red was the primary color. 
· Why the left forearm? 
· Well, I have had a few spiritual experiences where God reveals part of his nature or character to me. 
· I have had multiple experiences with The Spirits of Wisdom and Revelation (See Ephesians 1:17). 
· In those experiences Wisdom has always been on my left with Revelation on my right.

· Freedom
· Dĕrowr is Hebrew as well and it means freedom or liberty. It's from Isaiah 61:1 and Luke 4:18 where Jesus said that 
· “He was sent to bind up the brokenhearted and proclaim freedom for the captives"
· Freedom is another aspect of my personal ethos. 
· Blue represents revelation and the revelation of truth will set people free.
· The Spirit of Revelation has always been on my right; therefore this tat is on my right forearm.

· Friend of God
· Philos Theos means "Friend of God" or God's fond one. 
· It's taken from James 2:23 where the patriarch Abraham is called the friend of God. 
· One of the most important lessons I've learned on my long spiritual journey is that the highest place I can attain is not found in ministry, but in relationship. 
· The location was inspired by a friend Keith. He says 
· "It's like the tag of a shirt to remind me of who I am." I like that, thanks Keith.

· High Price
· I’ve paid a high price for getting these tattoos
· I think it symbolic of the high price paid for love, freedom and friendship with God

Love
· Still got your finger in John 13:34-35? (slide 10)
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· I’m equally impressed by what Jesus said as to what he didn’t say in these two powerful verses.

· What Jesus Said (slide 11)
· What’s the setting?
· Where, When & Who?
· This is the upper room discourse
· The night of the of the last supper
· Jesus is with his disciples
· His closest friends
· They had just spent the past three years together
· Jesus had just washed their feet
· It’s the night he is betrayed by one of his closest friends
· Over the next few days Jesus would be establishing a new covenant between God and man.
· This is a very significant night
· You say important things at significant times
· This is the last meeting with his disciples before his arrest, crucifixion and death
· And Jesus has some very important things to say

· Jesus said: A “New Command”
· To a Jewish audience, to a Hebrew culture Jesus might as well have said… Number 11
· On the night he established a new covenant to replace God’s covenant with Moses, Jesus issues a new command
· Powerful language that would NOT have been missed by his audience

· Jesus said: Known by love
· How are we (Christians) currently known?
· Dawn’s survey
· Word association: Christian
· Top answer: Judgmental
· Number 2: Hypocritical
· OUCH!
· UnChristian
· David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons
· Surveyed THOUSANDS of un-churched 20-30 year olds 
· Perceptions of Christians
· Judgmental
· Hypocritical
· Sheltered 
· Out of touch with reality
· Too political
· Proselytizers
· Insensitive to others, not genuine
· In other words, we don’t really care about people, just want to get them in our churches
· They have judged us harshly
· Makes me think of Jesus’ words in Luke 6:37
· “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”
· We, the church, have judged harshly and we’re being judged harshly
· We have a bad reputation and we’ve earned it
· From the world’s perspective…
· We can’t even love one another
· Why would they align themselves with us?

· Seems like we’re known more for our lack of love than our love and that saddens me
· Maybe if we had a better understanding of the Father’s lavish and extravagant love for us – we could more easily love others?
· Both inside and outside the church

· Jesus said: As he has loved us…
· Jesus loved us with an “all he’s got” kind of love
· Jesus loved us with an “all in” kind of love
· Jesus loved us with a “hold nothing back” kind of love
· Jesus loved us with a “selfless, self-sacrificing” kind of love
· That’s our love standard

· What Jesus Didn’t Say
· Jesus didn’t say that everyone would know that we are his disciples…
· If our doctrine is perfect
· If we’re filled with the Holy Spirit
· If we can prophesy
· If we had a big church buildings
· A lot of people
· Or world class programs
· If our pastor is an anointed preacher
· If we were right
· With all my heart I believe that it is more important to love than it is to be right
· If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is just too high.
· The reason why it’s more important to love than be tight is… we could be wrong!

· None of the things the church places so high a value in is mentioned here 
· It’s not about branding or buildings or budgets
· It’s not about programs… 
· It’s about people
· It is about relationship
· It’s all about love

· What Does it Mean for Us? For Charlottetown Community Church?
· Right Here, Right Now, Today?
· What’s the Personal Application?
· Imagine
· Imagine if we could be a people who are know by love
· Imagine if everyone who met us walked away feeling loved extravagantly
· Imagine if people wanted to know our God because they are desperate to be loved the way we love
· How about we take the next decade and try to get these two things right…
· Loving God
· Love one another
· They we can move on to the lesser things

· Transition is hard
· This is the 3rd time I’m following behind a founding pastor
· I understand how painfully difficult this is for some of you
· From all reports Brian and Donna are wonderful people
· They will be dearly missed
· It’s going to take time to process and grief
· Emotions are stirred 
· So…
· Be patient with one another
· Extend extra grace and mercy
· Forgive quickly
· Love one another
· When the time is right we’ll get to the other side of this
· I respect that trust takes time and we haven’t earned it yet
· But Nadine and I want to help
· And will to whatever degree feels comfortable to you
· In the days, weeks and months ahead, if you’re not sure what to do, and it may be often, choose love.
· Choose to love, it never fails.

· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35

· Ministry Time: Pray & Prophetic Words
