Changing Seasons
I. Open Bibles to 
1. Last few weeks I’ve challenged you to

A. “Set your minds on things above” out of Col.3:1-2

B. I PASSIONATELY exhorted you to “Know Christ” from Phil 3

C. I asked you who was your “King of Glory” from Psalm 24

D. Last Two weeks we looked at…

a. “Friendship with God” from John 15

b. All on the theme of intimate relationship with God

2. Today: Changing Seasons
A. Introduction to a new series on The Redemptive Gifts of the Spirit
3. Read & Pray Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
A Time for Everything

 1 There is a time for everything, 
       and a season for every activity under heaven:

 2 a time to be born and a time to die, 
       a time to plant and a time to uproot,

 3 a time to kill and a time to heal, 
       a time to tear down and a time to build,

 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
       a time to mourn and a time to dance,

 5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
       a time to embrace and a time to refrain,

 6 a time to search and a time to give up, 
       a time to keep and a time to throw away,

 7 a time to tear and a time to mend, 
       a time to be silent and a time to speak,

 8 a time to love and a time to hate, 
       a time for war and a time for peace

A. With few exceptions most places in the world have changing seasons
a. Why? Why do seasons change?

b. God could have made it one temperature, one climate, everywhere year round – right?

c. But he didn’t why? It’s one way to communicate to us that things change. Seasons change.

B. So, I have good news and bad news for you today.

a. The good news is that the old has passed away and the new has come.

b. The bad news is that the old has passed away and the new has come.

c. It’s just a matter of your personal perspective on change.

C. If you’ve listened to me at all for the past 18 months you know that I believe that the church is changing and we need to change with it.
a. It’s not a man things it’s a God thing

4. Recently I’ve discovered prophetic language that communicates this change well

A. We’ve changed seasons

B. From the Ruler Season to the Mercy Season

C. Understanding this requires insight into the 7 Redemptive gifts of the Spirit from Romans 12:6-8
a. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern (rule) diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

b. Prophet, Servant, Teacher, Encourager, Giver, Ruler & Mercy
c. The 7 Redemptive gifts parallel 7 seasons in church history

d. According to Arthur Burk those are as follows

i. The Prophet gift was expressed in the Apostolic Era

ii. The Servant season lasted through the two centuries of persecution

iii. The Teacher gift flourished during the huge monastic season

iv. The Exhorter season was the Renaissance

v. The Giver season was the great century of mission (birther anointing)

vi. The Ruler season roughly paralleled the 20th century
· Authority structures, size, numbers
vii. And we entered the Mercy season early in 2004

· Change from doing to being

D. We’ll be looking into this over the next few weeks.

E. Back to the change of seasons

II. Air Conditioning

1. The weather has changed the past couple of weeks

A. It got down to 43 last night and is forecast to get down to 36 tonight

B. We have to adjust to the change of seasons

a. Unlike two months ago many of you have sweaters, sweatshirts and jackets today

b. Outside and inside things change

c. I can’t do what I did all summer because the seasons have changed

2. So, what would you think if I got up, turned off the heat and turned on the air conditioning?

A. Some of you ladies would freeze pretty quick
B. I’d see sweaters button up and jackets zip pretty quick

C. If it got cold enough you might even leave

3. I have the keys, I have the know how, as pastor I have the position, the title and the authority to get up, turn off the heat and turn on the A/C but even with all that - it’s still wrong for me to turn the heat off and A/C on in this fall/winter season

4. Throughout the summer, each Sunday morning I would get here first and turn on the lights, the sound system, the power point and the A/C

5. If I turned off the heat now and turned on the A/C would it be the right thing to do?

6. Would the fact that I’m the pastor make it anymore right? Of course not.
III. All too often in the church we ignore the change of season

1. we always put the A/C on

2. it’s what we do every week

3. And if people leave the church the answer isn’t to change with the season, the answer is to work harder.

4. Peter and Maurice, not only do I want both A/C units on I want you to punch a whole in the wall and install a third unit and blast them all on high cool next week

A. We’ll even get here an hour earlier to make sure they’re working at full blast

B. Because the answer to things not working out well in church is to work harder, right?

C. Or… but you don’t understand Tom

a. I like air conditioning

b. My father installed that A/C unit

c. I’ve been here 15 years and we’ve Always used A/C on Sunday mornings

D. Then we’d wonder why the church building was empty

E. We wouldn’t consider changing what we do because the seasons change would we?

5. Just as we need to change with the natural seasons we need to change with the spiritual seasons
A. God really is doing a new thing

IV. Distinctives of the different seasons

1. The Ruler Season – last spiritual season

· Characteristics: Church learned spiritual warfare ~ build and fight; forceful evangelism; religion, law and rules governed the church; 
· 70’s and 80’s stressed unity; one stayed in their denomination; institutional unity; 
· birth of intercessors; pastors initially very threatened by intercessors; intercessors began cross pollination across denominational lines which has enriched the church; 
· different streams began to emerge; defeat of tribalism in the Body of Christ; 
· emergence of phones and internet gave way for communication of horizontal nature; 
· initiative in the marketplace and it became acceptable to take faith into the business marketplace. Businessmen became legitimized in the church. 
· God redeemed unity in the church.

A. The Ruler season was marked by learning how to build at unprecedented levels.
B. Emphasized Authority, structures, systems. Concerned with size and numbers
C. The protestant Reformation looks like child’s play in comparison to the paradigm shift now at hand.
D. Nearly everyone in this room was born and raised in the Ruler season. This former season will have a strong, very strong gravitational pull on our lives
E. Ruler Season speaks a different language than the Mercy Season
a. Has different values and priorities
F. Ruler: designed to pull together a team of people to accomplish complicated tasks
G. The Ruler season has more than 100 years of momentum behind it
a. It can roll on lifelessly for many years to come
b. Like so many moves of God before it
2. The Mercy Season – new spiritual season

· February 2004 to unknown
· Characteristics: The greatest season of all; Intimacy with Father and the message of Father’s love will be predominate characteristic; people will smell the fragrance of Christ; 
· Those who get saved in this season will largely reject the religion of the Ruler Season; believers seeking intimacy with Father will find peace and rest which will crush chaos. 
· God is redeeming the culture changing it to release the line between sacred and secular. 
A. Fathering
The new season will bring a revelation of the father heart of God that is commensurate in size to the revelation of the Son and the Spirit at the beginning of church history.

B. Adulthood
The first six seasons parallel the six stages of childhood.  Now that the church has gone through the incremental changes of these seasons, there is the massive change into adulthood.  Leading adults is very different from leading children.  This section of the teaching looks at how we relate to God as adults, not slaves or children.
a. Empty garbage can analogy

i. Adult does the whole thing

ii. Children need to be told what to do

iii. Rules by their nature tell others what to do
C. Intimacy
The basis of authority in the Ruler season was unity.  God is no longer honoring that in the Mercy season.  The new basis of authority is intimacy.  We look extensively at what intimacy looks like on Monday morning and how we can transition towards it.

D. Niche Anointings
Spiritual gifts have a whole new look and feel in the Mercy season.  While the familiar gifts are not diminished, the new niche anointings are defining ministry as we know it.

E. Authority
Beyond intimacy, there are a number of other new factors that produce spiritual authority in the secular community and in the Body of Christ.  Trying to lead with the old sources of authority will merely lead to frustration for both leader and follower.

F. Land
While cleansing land became an acknowledged part of the Church’s responsibility during the Ruler season, God is using land in dramatic new ways in the Mercy season.  Learn about catalytic land to see how a small portion of land can control a major segment of society.

G. the Mercy season will be marked by people smelling the fragrance of Christ. – you pick up the aroma of those you are intimate with
H. In the Mercy season, His objective is to redeem the entire culture, not just bring people out of the culture.
I. Mercy: designed to bring the spiritual climate into right alignment through the blessing of presence
 There’s a problem most all of us were born in the ruler season

J. Now the game has changed, the rules have changed

K. Some things carry over, many things don’t

L. This is a massive change of spiritual seasons

M. God focusing on the uniqueness of the individual not building the institution

N. In the Mercy Season God is not so much focusing on corporate character base, commitment to building the institution so much as he is focusing on your individuality and he is drawing our attention to a huge number of things we call niche anointings.

O. In the mercy season we walk in the blessing of presence

P. The Mercy season is the 7th redemptive gift, paralleling the 7th day of creation, the day of rest

Q. In the mercy season we see results hugely disproportional to our effort

3. One expression of this change of seasons the pastoral transition here at The Bridge – Long Island

A. I’d bet money that on of Rick’s strongest redemptive gift is Ruler

B. Mine, not surprisingly is Mercy

V. Personal Preference

1. Does your personal preference made any difference to the fact that the season have indeed changed?
2. But Tom you don’t understand 

A. I really like the summer season

B. It’s my favorite season of all

C. I can relax at the beach, play in the water

D. Wear my favorite colors and outfits…

E. I have a lot invested in that season

F. And honestly, I don’t like this new season at all

G. I’m not familiar with it and it makes me feel very uncomfortable

3. I know, I understand, I’m sorry for your discomfort but…the season have still changed

4. Much of what I read says that people are leaving American churches in mass, young and old alike, across denominational lines

A. Why?

B. Are they all back sliding?

C. Is it the devil?

D. Or could it be God – doing a new thing

a. Changing seasons

5. If the spiritual seasons have changed from a ruler season to a mercy season and the church doesn’t change along with it we can’t blame the people for leaving because they don’t want the air conditioning on in winter.

A. They’re not bad people, we’re stubborn leaders

B. We HAVE to change with the seasons!
VI. Ministry Time

A. Let me end with this quote from philosopher and Medal of Freedom winner Eric Hoffer

B. ‎"In times of change learners inherit the earth; while the learned find themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no longer exists. " 

C. We need to be learners in this new mercy season, not the learned rulers beautifully equipped to deal with a world that no longer exist.
D. The change of pastoral styles between Rick and I are a reflection of the changing spiritual season

E. And a sign that God really is in control
F. Let’s pray and ask God to help us transition well into the new season
