Galatians 4:1-7

Intro
· Open Bibles or Bible apps to Galatians 4
· We are working our way through Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· And we have hit the half way point
· This morning we will begin chapter 4 with a look at verses 1-7
· Read and Pray: Galatians 4:1-7

What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

Analogies 
· In chapter three Paul utilized the analogy of imprisonment to explain the function and purpose of the law.
· In verse 19 of Chapter 3 Paul asks this question
· Why, then, was the law given at all?
· In verse 23-25 he offers this answer:
· Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that was to come would be revealed. So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.
· We were locked up
· In custody of the law
· Until Jesus, the Promised one…
· Set us free

· At the end of chapter Paul begins employing a new language
· A relational language - Family
· Galatians 3:26-29
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
· Children, heirs, family
· Paul continues with this language in chapter 4

Galatians 4
· Chapter 4, verse 1 begins with these words…
· “What I am saying is…”
· In other words, Paul is building upon his previous statements

· Minor rabbit trail…
· These letters were not written with the chapter and verse identifiers
· They were all added later, much later
· In the mid 13th century a Catholic Cardinal Hugo divided a late 4th century version of the bible called the Latin Vulgate into chapters 
· Be was creating a concordance
· Nearly a thousand years later, in 1445, a Jewish astronomer Mordecai Nathan, divided the Hebrew Old Testament into chapters. 
· Later on, with the assistance of a scholar named Athias, they broken down those Old Testament chapters into verses
· It wasn’t until 1551 that  the New Testament was divided into verses
· It was the work of a famous English printer named Robert Stephens
· He did it while riding from Switzerland to France on horseback
· OK, Rabbit trail over

· My point is this, when Paul wrote his letter to the Galatians there was no break between the last verses of chapter 3 and the first verses of chapter 4
· It was a continuous flow of thought
· We need to read and understand it that way
· Paul is a teacher and as any good teacher or preacher…
· He’ll use analogies and different language as needed to make his point
· He was moved on from the analogy of the law as a prison
· To the language of family 
· And specifically here to the analogy of heirs

Verse 1-2
[bookmark: _Hlk482271128]What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.
· Building on his pervious point
· We were all heirs to the promise God made to the patriarch Abraham
· That Promise was and is Jesus
· For a time, we, the heirs of the promise, were temporally subject to the guardians and trustee of the Law of Moses
· Until
· Until the time set by the Father
· Until The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us
· Until the Promise came and became the cure for sin on Calvary’s cross
· Until Jesus, having completely fulfilled the old covenant… 
· Set us free from the law
· And established a new covenant with humanity 
· A covenant of extravagant love
· A covenant of amazing grace, through faith
· Through a of relationship of trust

Cultural context 
· Analogies are most effective when they are culturally relevant
· Paul is speaking in a context they can readily understand
· In both Jewish and Greek cultures, there were definite "coming of age" ceremonies
· Rites of passage into adulthood
· In the Roman custom, there was no specific age when the son became a man. 
· It happened when the father thought the boy was ready, when he thought the time was right. 
· When Paul uses the phrase “until the time set by his father”, he shows that he has the Roman "coming of age" custom…
· More in mind than the Jewish custom of age 13.
· He speaking to Gentiles, not Jews…
· So he uses the Roman example 

Verses 3-5
So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.
· Here Paul is making application of his analogy to the Galatians
· And to us as well
· Like Heirs too young to fully inherit the Promise
· We were, as verse 3 states, enslaved to:
· the elemental spiritual forces of the world
· or as the Passion Translations puts it:
· “enslaved under the regulations and rituals of religion”
· The Message communicates it well
· When we were minors, we were just like slaves ordered around by simple instructions (the tutors and administrators of this world), with no say in the conduct of our own lives.

· The KJV translates verse 3 this way: 
· Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world
· Paul uses and interesting phrase here
· “elements of the world”
· In Greek, it’s element of the universe
· Elements: stoicheion (stoy-hi-yon)
· Basic elements
· World: kosmos
· Elements here means: 
· “any first thing” or “letters of the alphabet”
· Think, learning your ABC’s
· Or elementary knowledge
· What is this “elementary knowledge”?
· What is this ABC’s of the Universe? 
· Of it, commentator David Guzik writes:
· The idea of the "ABC of the universe" is important. If there is any "ABC of the universe" (elementary principle) that we must break free from, and that is stressed in pagan religion just as much as Jewish law, it is the principle of cause and effect. Call it karma, call it "you get what you deserve," or whatever, it rules nature and the minds of men. We live under the idea that we get what we deserve; when we are good, we deserve to receive good; when we are bad, we deserve to receive bad.
· Guzik goes on to say:
· Paul tells the Galatians to go beyond this "ABC of the universe" into an understanding of God's grace. Grace contradicts this "ABC of the universe," because under grace God does not deal with us on the basis of what we deserve. Our good cannot justify us under grace; our bad need not condemn us. God's blessing and favor is given on a principle completely apart from the "ABC of the universe." His blessing and favor is given for reasons that are completely in Him, and have nothing to do with us.
· My friends this is good news
· This is very good news
· Grace beats karma

Verse 4
· So, the regulations and rituals were temporary
· The tutors and administrators had a limited contract
· And their time was up!
· Verse 4a says:
· But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son
· This son who was…
· Verse 4b
· born of a woman, born under the law,
· The eternal Son of God in heaven added humanity to His deity and became a man…
· Sent why?
Verse 5
· …to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship
· Why was the Son sent at the appointed time?
· For redemption and relationship

· Redemption
· The word redeem here has a specific meaning
· Yes, it means to buy but more specifically…
· According to Vine’s Dictionary of Biblical Words 
· The word redeem here means:
· To purchase a slave with the intent of setting him free
· To purchase the slave with the intention of granting them their freedom
· That’s exactly what was done for us
· Jesus paid the price we couldn’t pay
· As Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
· Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. 
· Jesus purchased us with his blood
· He redeemed us and he set us free!
· And more than that…
· More than a slave set free…
· We have been adopted as children of God
· Not just set free and sent on our way
· Set free and made members of the family
· Members and heirs!

· Adoption
· Paul probably has in mind the Roman custom of adoption
· He employs the Roman (Gentile) understanding concerning “coming of age”
· It stands to reason that he continues with a Roman (Gentile) understanding of adpotion
· Under Roman adoption, adopted sons were given absolutely equal privileges in the family 
· And equal status as heirs
· The Greek word used here for Adoption is:
· Huiothesia (we-ah-tha-see-ah)
· from huios (we-as), "a son," 
· and thesis (tha-see-ah), "a placing," 
· Meaning: the placing of a son or…
· “The place and condition of a son given to one to whom it does not naturally belong.”
· That’s a good definition of adoption
· That’s exactly what we’ve experienced in Christ 
· Not simply freedom from slavery
· But an honored position in the family of God
· We have a seat at the table
· All this from the Father, through the Son, by the power of the Holy Spirit
· As Paul wrote to the Romans:
The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs - heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
· Romans 8:15-17
· Which echo’s perfectly my last two verses today
· Verses 6-7 of Galatians 4

Verses 6-7
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.
· So powerful
· So much in these two short verses
· Let’s look at the word Abba

· Commentator Ronald Y. K. Fung writes concerning the word Abba
· "Abba is an Aramaic affectionate diminutive (word) for 'father' used in the intimacy of the family circle; it passed without change into the vocabulary of Greek-speaking Christians"

· I love what Vine’s has to say: Abba
· Abba is an Aramaic word, found in Mark 14:36; Romans 8:15 and Galatians 4:6. 
· Vine’s states that in an early Rabbinical commentary called the Gemara (ga-mer-a), 
· “It is stated that slaves were forbidden to address the head of the family by this title.”
· By Abba
· It was for use by family only
· It was too intimate a term for use by slaves
· Paul would know this
· Only family gets to use the term of endearment “Abba”
· And we are NO LONGER Slaves!
· Vine’s goes on to say that:
· "Abba" is the word framed by the lips of infants, and betokens unreasoning trust; 
· Think Pa Pa
· Vine’s adds: The title "Father" expresses an intelligent apprehension of the relationship. 
· The two together express the love and intelligent confidence of the child.
· And we get to CRY IT OUT!
· Abba Father!

· We can be as intimate with God the Father as Jesus was
· When he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane
· “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 
· Mark 14:36.
· This is astonishing!
· Mind blowing amazing!
· That we get to be that intimate with the all powerful, all mighty God of the Universe!
· It really IS ALL ABOUT Relationship! 

Verse 6 says
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”
· The Spirit in us calls out, "Abba, Father!" 
· Romans 8 says by the Spirit “we cry, “Abba, Father.”
· Not only can we use the word Abba
· We get to cry it out
· Lisa doesn’t wait inline story
· She lives that reality to this day
· She owns it
· Expects it
· As so she should
· That’s the access we have to Papa
· The we can cry out his name
· Concerning this degree of Sonship commentator John Stott writes:
· "Thus, God's purpose was not only to secure our sonship by His Son, but to assure us of it by His Spirit. He sent His Son that we might have the status of sonship, and He sent His Spirit that we might have an experience of it."

Verse 7 last verse
So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.
· We are no longer slaves
· Because slaves can’t call God Papa
· And we are sons and daughters of God
· And as children, heirs of the promise

· There is a beautiful progression. 
· First we are set free from slavery. 
· Then we are declared sons and adopted into God's family. 
· Then, as sons, we are made heirs.

· Heirs inherit something, 
· and what do we inherit? 
· Paul makes it clear: an heir of God through Christ. 
· We inherit God Himself.
· The richest inheritance of all.
· Verse 7 NKJV
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
· Through Christ
· All of it through Christ
· Our release from slavery
· Our Sonship
· The Spirit of Jesus in our hearts
· Our status as heirs of God 
· All birthrights given to us in Jesus. 
· We receive them through Christ alone
Let’s Pray
· Oh God
· Move us from slave mentality
· To an heir mentality
· May we live as sons and daughters
· With you as our loving Papa 

Ministry Time
· Any words of knowledge?
· If you need prayer for anything at all
· Please come forward
