The Gospel of John 10:1-21

Introduction
· We’re working our way through John
· Today we begin chapter 10
· Read and Pray

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me - 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father - and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life - only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
19 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?”
21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

Chapter 10
· As chapter 10 begins we see the contrast between The Good Shepherd and the false shepherds of Israel.
· Between Jesus and the Pharisees

Verses 1-6
· After all that went down between Jesus, the Pharisees and the man born blind in chapter 9…
· Chapter 10 opens with Jesus addressing the Pharisees
· Interesting to note that it’s Jesus who initiates the conversation
· In verses 1-6 Jesus speaks to the Pharisees using metaphoric language.
· And, as usual, they do not understand him.
· They have ears but cannot hear and eyes but cannot see

Verses 1-2
· “Very truly”
· KJV: verily, verily
· Pay attention anytime Jesus repeats himself
· Jesus is the true, legitimate shepherd
· He comes in the front door
· He enters in the appropriate way 
· “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
· It’s the thief or robber that climbs in through a window
· Tell the story of climbing up the garage door and almost getting an arrow in the back
· The Pharisees have repeatedly shown that they are ungodly leaders of Israel.
· The excommunication of the man born blind is a perfect example of this
· Their willingness to exploit the woman caught in adultery is another
· She could have been publically executed, stoned to death
· And they did care
· Using her served their purpose
· The fact that they want to kill The Messiah is ultimate proof that they ungodly leaders of Israel
· Leaders yes, Godly – no!
· Make no mistake, Jesus is blatantly calling the Pharisees thieves and robbers
· Verse 2
· 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
· Shepherd was a common Old Testament picture of a leader of God's people.
· Whether good or bad
· Ezekiel 34 prophesied this day in John 10
· Verses 1-4 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? 3 You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock. 4 You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally.
· Verses 11-12 11 “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.
· Jesus the Good Shepherd has come to contend with the bad shepherds

Verses 3-6
· The sheep and their shepherd.
· 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.
· Doorkeeper
· In towns, sheep from many flocks were kept for the night in a common sheepfold
· This sheepfold was overseen by one "doorkeeper" 
· The doorkeeper who regulated which shepherds brought and took which sheep.
· When it was time to go 
· The shepherd calls his sheep by name
· This shows that the shepherd has a personal connection with the sheep. 
· The shepherd leads them, instead of driving them
· Thus proving His loving care for the sheep.
· For they know his voice: 
· In the common sheepfolds of ancient times, the shepherd merely gave his distinctive call and his sheep came out from all the others
· Following him out of the sheepfold. 
· Sheep are experts at discerning their shepherd's voice.
· Jesus’ sheep know his voice
· He speaks and we recognize his voice over others
· Unless one is a Pharisee, then they try to kill the shepherd
· David Guzik Illustration:
· During World War I, some Turkish soldiers tried to steal a flock of sheep from a hillside near Jerusalem. The shepherd, who had been sleeping, awoke to find his flock being driven off. He couldn't recapture them by force, so he called out to his flock with his distinctive call. The sheep listened, and returned to their rightful owner. The soldiers couldn't stop the sheep from returning to their shepherd's voice.
· Verse 3 says:
· He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out
· Here, Jesus speaks of calling his own sheep from the fold of Judaism. 
· He will call out a remnant that will believe in Him
· Romans 11 speaks of the Remnant of Israel
·  Concerning this verse 5 states: 
· So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace

Verses 7-10
· The Pharisees don’t get it so Jesus repeats himself beginning at verses 7 using plain language
· Again Jesus uses the term “Very truly”
· 7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
· Jesus the true shepherd protects and promotes life
· The false shepherds take away life.
· Is Jesus the door or the shepherd?
· Both, let me explain
· When Jesus speaks of the door in this passage, He refers to a different type of sheepfold, one used out in the fields, not in the towns.
· A "field" sheep pen was an enclosure for sheep with only one entrance. It might be a cave, a stone or mud-brick structure, and it might or might not have a roof.
· In a "field" sheepfold, the shepherd actually laid his body across the entrance, to keep the sheep in and to keep out the wolves. The shepherd was in fact The Door.
· The literal door of the sheepfold
· Jesus is both The Good Shepherd and The Door
· Jesus is plainly telling the Pharisees that he is the only way in and out
· Jesus is the only gate through which sheep can be saved
· Verse 1 makes it clear that anyone who tries to enter another way…
· A way other than Jesus, is a thief and robber:
· “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 
· In Verse 10 Jesus clarifies the difference between him and the thief:
· The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full
· The difference is clear: life verses death

Verses 11-15
· Jesus continues by describing the difference between himself and the Pharisees
· 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me - 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father - and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
· Jesus is The Good Shepherd
· He states it plainly here for his audience the Pharisees
· I got saved and married at Good Shepherd Church in Brooklyn, NY
· The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: 
· The Good Shepherd is selfless
· The hired hands are selfish
· Who do you suppose are the hired hands in this narrative?
· Yep, the Pharisees
· The bad shepherd thinks the flock exists for his benefit
· The good shepherd lives (and dies) for the good of the sheep
· The good shepherd sacrifices for the sheep
· The good shepherd knows his sheep
· The good shepherd is known by the sheep
· Verse 14-15
· “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me - 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father
· How well do the Father and Son know one another?
· Is there room for us to grow to that level of relationship?
· There’s much room for me to grow!
· There is a knowing, a knowledge, an understanding, an intimacy between Jesus and his sheep that is akin to the knowing that Jesus shares with the Father.
· The word “know” repeatedly used here in the Greek is ginosko
· An intimate personal, experiential, relational knowledge

Verse 16
· Jesus speaks of other sheep.
· 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 
· The other sheep are us, Gentiles, non Jews who will soon hear the good news and embrace Jesus
· Just as the Samaritans had in John 4
· Jesus has a passion for these other sheep
· He says he MUST bring them
· Just like he “had to go through Samaria” in John 4:4
· They too will listen to His voice
· This tells me two things
· First Jesus is speaking
· Second, the capacity exist to hear him when he does
· Jesus still speaks
· Oh that we would have ears to hear him when he does
· One Flock
· The day is coming
· There will be one flock with one shepherd
· It might be Jesus’ greatest miracle
· In John 17:20-23 Jesus asks the Father that we be one
· 20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - 23 I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
· Powerful prayer and I believe that the Father will answer it

Verses 17-18
· Jesus claims to have power over life and death.
· 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life - only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
· Anyone can lay down his life; 
· Only Jesus can take His life up again. 
· In this sense, we can say that Jesus "raised Himself" from the dead. 
· He had the power to lay down His life, and He had the power to take it up again.

Verses 19-21
· Once again Jesus is accused of being demon-possessed and insane.
· 19 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?” 21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”
· Pharisees have a reputation of calling good evil and evil good.
· Jesus is the kindest and most loving person to ever walk the earth
· And they look at him and see a person who is demonized or crazy
· Jesus made such radical claims about Himself that people divided over Him. 
· Some believe He was whom He said He was. 
· Others believed that anyone who claimed to be God as Jesus claimed must either have a demon or be stark raving mad.
· William Barclay was right when wrote, 
· "Either Jesus was a meglo-maniac madman, or he was the Son of God."
· By what we know of Jesus, is if fair to say that He was a madman?
· The words of Jesus were not the words of a madman; instead, they are supreme sanity.
· The deeds of Jesus aren't the deeds of a meglo-maniac; instead, they were utterly selfless.
· The effect of Jesus isn't the effect of a madman; instead, He has changed millions for the good.

Monday Morning Take Away
· Jesus is the Good Shepherd
· And came that we might have life to the full
· Jesus is THE gate, he is THE door, he is the ONLY way
· Is he your good shepherd?
· He hears your voice
· Can you hear his?
· Let’s pray today that we’d have ears that do indeed hear and spiritual eyes that actually see.
