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Evangelical Christians believe that the Bible is accurate in all that it teaches. 

 

Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy - 1978 

 

1. God, who is Himself Truth and speaks truth only, has inspired Holy Scripture in order 

thereby to reveal Himself to lost mankind through Jesus Christ as Creator and Lord, 

Redeemer and Judge. Holy Scripture is God's witness to Himself. 

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 

them to me and they have obeyed your word…“I am coming to you now, but I say these things 

while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I 

have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any 

more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 

protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them 

by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 

For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. (John 17:6, 13-19) 

 

May your unfailing love come to me, LORD, 

    your salvation, according to your promise; 

then I can answer anyone who taunts me, 

    for I trust in your word. 

Never take your word of truth from my mouth, 

    for I have put my hope in your laws. 

I will always obey your law, 

    for ever and ever. 

I will walk about in freedom, 

    for I have sought out your precepts. 

I will speak of your statutes before kings 

    and will not be put to shame, 

for I delight in your commands 

    because I love them. 

I reach out for your commands, which I love, 

    that I may meditate on your decrees. (Psalms 119:41-48) 

 

He has revealed his word to Jacob, 

    his laws and decrees to Israel. 



 

He has done this for no other nation; 

    they do not know his laws. 

Praise the LORD. (Psalms 147:19-20) 

 

I have revealed and saved and proclaimed— 

    I, and not some foreign god among you. 

You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God. (Isaiah 43:12) 

 

“I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; 

    I was found by those who did not seek me. 

To a nation that did not call on my name, 

    I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.’ (Isaiah 65:1) 

 

Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I proclaim 

about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but 

now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal 

God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from faith— 
 
to the only 

wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. (Romans 16:25-27) 

 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 

redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 
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but with the 

precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation 

of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in 

God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. (1 

Peter 1:18-21) 

 

 

2. Holy Scripture, being God's own Word, written by men prepared and superintended 

by His Spirit, is of infallible divine authority in all matters upon which it touches:  

For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from 

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21) 

 

The law of the LORD is perfect, 

    refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 

    making wise the simple. (Psalms 19:7)  

 

All your words are true; 

    all your righteous laws are eternal. (Psalms 119:160)  

 



 

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you 

heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, 

which is indeed at work in you who believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

 

a) It is to be believed, as God's instruction, in all that it affirms;  

“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 

and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. (John 5:24)  

 

And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his 

voice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 

You study
 
the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These 

are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. (John 

5:37-40) 

 

“But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your 

hopes are set. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But since 

you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?” (John 5:45-47)  

 

For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that 

I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. (John 17:8) 

 

By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you 

have believed in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:2) 

 

b) Obeyed, as God's command, in all that it requires; 

No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. 

(Deuteronomy 30:14) 

 

He [Jesus] replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” (Luke 

11:28) 

 

“Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.” (John 8:51) 

 

But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. (1 John 2:5a) 

 

c) Embraced, as God's pledge, in all that it promises. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

    and your dominion endures through all generations. 



 

The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises 

    and faithful in all he does. (Psalms 145:13) 

 

For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him 

the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. (2 Corinthians 1:20) 

 

 

3. The Holy Spirit, Scripture's divine Author, both authenticates it to us by His inward 

witness and opens our minds to understand its meaning. 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 

that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. (Luke 24:44-45) 

 

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 

things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. (John 14:26) 

 

The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 

“This is the covenant I will make with them 

    after that time, says the Lord. 

I will put my laws in their hearts, 

    and I will write them on their minds.” (Hebrews 10:15-16) 

 

We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age 

or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a 

mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of 

the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 

glory. However, as it is written: 

“What no eye has seen, 

    what no ear has heard, 

and what no human mind has conceived”
[
 

    the things God has prepared for those who love him— 

these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts 

except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except 

the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 

from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not 

in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual 

realities with Spirit-taught words.
 
The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that 

come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them 

because they are discerned only through the Spirit.  (1 Corinthians 2:6-14) 

 



 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives,
 
so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 

strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 

in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the 

dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9-14) 

 

4. Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is without error or fault in all its 

teaching, no less in what it states about God’s acts in creation, about the events of 

world history, and about its own literary origins under God, than in its witness to 

God’s saving grace in individual lives. 

Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the word of the Lord came to him: (2 Kings 20:4) 

 

For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke 

of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. (Matthew 

5:18) 

It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the 

Law. (Luke 16:17) 

5. The authority of Scripture is inescapably impaired if this total divine inerrancy is in 

any way limited or disregarded, or made relative to a view of truth contrary to the 

Bible’s own; and such lapses bring serious loss to both the individual and the Church. 


