Mercy 4
I Intro

1 Open Bibles to James 2:1-13
2 I’ve been taking a closer look at Mercy.

A. Change of spiritual seasons from a Ruler Season to a Mercy Season
B. The 7th Redemptive Gift of the Spirit, Mercy from Romans 12
C.  “Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.” from The Beatitudes
D. Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10
E. Jesus’ statement “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” From Matthew 9:13 & Matthew 12:7 
F. The Hosea’s display of mercy & love toward Gomer in Hosea 6:6,
G. Last Week we saw that Mercy is manifested in many ways

a.  Redeeming Love in Hosea
b.  Healing of two blind men in Matthew 20
c.  Freedom:

i The Canaanite’s woman’s demonized daughter Matthew 15
ii The demonized boy in Matthew 17
d.  Forgiveness in The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant in Matthew 18
e.  Biblically Jesus never denied a request for mercy – now that’s interesting!

3 Today I want to 

A. Take a look at one of the most famous biblical quotes on Mercy

B. And a biblical illustration of it

4 Read & Pray: James 2:1-3

A. I’m most interested in verse 13 but for the sake of context let’s start at verse 1

 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

 5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong?

 8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.

 12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

B. What “law” is James referring to in verse 12?
a.  “Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom”
b.  What is the “law that gives freedom?

c.  Only the “royal law” mentioned in verse 8

d.  “Love your neighbor as yourself,”
C. To be clear, James is not advocating that we live by religious law

a.  Verses 10-11 make it plain that we cannot be justified by Jewish law

b.  10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.

i Failure at one point makes us guilty of it all

c.  Bible Commentator James B. Adamson writes

i “The whole law must be kept if one will be justified by the law. One ancient Rabbi taught: “If a man perform all the commandments, save one, he is guilty of all and each; to break one precept is to defy God who commanded the whole.” 
d.  Saint James is clearly advocating that we Live Love

i The rest of the chapter bears this out well
II Context
1 Written by James the half brother of Jesus to Jewish Christians
2 Theme is to “LIVE by Faith for faith without words are dead” James 2:26

A. Faith is meant to be LIVED out

3 Chapter 2 is a challenges to the early church to live out their faith with action

A. By Faith don’t discriminate or show favoritism

B. By Faith don’t insult the poor among you

C. By faith fulfill the royal law to love

D. By faith be merciful, not judgmental

III Let’s take a closer look at verse 13

1 13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

2 Much biblical support for the concept

A. 5th Beatitude: “Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.”
B. Golden Rule: “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Luke 6:31
C. Judgment, Forgiveness & Generosity:
a.  Jesus further on in Luke 6, verses 37 &38
i “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
3 Define Triumph

A. But we’ve been focusing on Mercy

B. James states it succinctly: “Mercy triumphs over judgment”
C. Message: “Kind mercy wins over harsh judgment every time.”
D. Amplified: “mercy [full of glad confidence] exults victoriously over judgment.”
E. KJV: “mercy rejoiceth against judgment.”
F. Strong’s Concordance: the word translated triumph is a verb meaning:

a.  to glory against, to exult over, to boast one's self to the injury of a person or thing
b.  in other words:
i Mercy beats the … snot out of judgment
ii Mercy kicks judgments butt

iii Mercy takes judgment to the back alley and leave it there in a bloody heap

iv Mercy annihilates judgment

v Mercy stands victoriously, TRIUPHTLY over it’s defeated foe Judgment
IV Biblical Illustration of Mercy Triumphing over Judgment

1 The Woman caught in Adultery in John 8:2-11

A. David Guzik’s commentary on John 8 was a particularly helpful resource for this section of today’s sermon

 2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.
   But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
   9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”
   11 “No one, sir,” she said.
   “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
2 The ongoing saga between this up start Jesus and the religious professional of his day

A. In recent weeks we’ve looked that their ongoing confrontations over such weighty things as…
a.  The guest list for dinner at Matthew’s house

b.  How and when heads of grain are eaten
c.  Healing the sick on the Sabbath

d.  Now in order to win a theological argument against Jesus they place this woman’s very life at stake.

i These wretched men were using this woman as a weapon against Jesus
ii It’s frightening but true, a religious spirit knows no bounds, not even murder

iii Mercy is the mortal enemy of a religious spirit

3 Verse 4 says the woman “was caught in the act of adultery”
A. NASB says “in the very act”

a.  Was it a set up? Entrapment?

b.  Were they looking in the window?

c.  And by the way – where’s the man!

4 They were setting a trap for Jesus. 
A. If Jesus says, "Let her go," then it seems that He breaks the Mosaic Law. 
a.  If he says, "Execute her for the crime of adultery," then Jesus seems harsh and He breaks Roman law, 
i The Romans had taken away the right of Jews to officially execute people for religious offenses.

B. Though It is true that adultery was a capital offense under Jewish law

a.  The rules for evidence in capital cases were extremely strict. 
b.  The actual act had to be observed by multiple witnesses who agreed exactly in their testimony. 
c.  So, as a practical matter, virtually no one was executed for adultery, since this is a private sin.

C. This is an obvious set up

a.  They claim that this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act
b.  Yet they do not bring the guilty man before Jesus. 
c.  It’s possible that the man was a member of their group and was simply setting the woman up as a pawn in their ongoing conflict with Jesus?
i It wasn’t beyond they to bring set up false witnesses against Jesus

· Read Matthew 26
d.  Interesting how they so see clearly the sin in others, but remain blind to their own sins
5 Jesus ignores them, as if He never heard them.

A. Why did Jesus ignore them? 
a.  Some think it was because He despised them; 
b.  Others say that He was embarrassed for the woman’s sake. 
c.  Still others say that He was horrified at what these men did to her.
6 Jesus “Wrote on the ground with His finger”
A. What did Jesus write?
B. No one can know for certain. 
C. Maybe he listed their names or their sins
D. Or simply doodled

E. He may have followed Roman judicial practice and wrote out His sentence before He pronounced it.

F. Or, He may have written out a passage like Exodus 23:1:
a.  “Do not put your hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness.”
7 Finally Jesus passes sentence upon the woman - and her accusers.

A. In Jewish law, witnesses to the capital offense began the stoning. 
B. When Jesus said, 
a.  He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first, 

b.  He was really saying…
i "All right, let’s execute her. But let’s do it right. One of the witnesses has to have a hand in her execution. So who among you is the one who witnessed this crime, but only brought to Me the woman, not the man?"
C. Jesus makes it plain

a.  Whoever the witness is, 
b.  Whoever the one who has the right to cast the first stone is, 
c.  He is as guilty as the woman taken in adultery, 
d.  Because of his hypocrisy.
8 Verse 9 tells us that they
A. Went out one by one, beginning with the oldest
a.  Why did they leave in this order? 
b.  Perhaps the oldest left first because they most easily understood that Jesus was talking about them.

B. Or, others think that Jesus was writing on the ground an account of their own sins, beginning from the oldest to the youngest, and this explains the order of their departure.

9 Jesus extends Mercy.

A. Jesus says to the woman 
a.  “Has no one condemned you? Neither do I condemn you”
b.  With her accusers gone, there was no one left to condemn the woman, and Jesus Himself did not condemn her. 
c.  I can’t help but be reminded of Romans 8:1 

i “there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”

B. Some commentators debate whether or not Jesus actually forgave the woman. 
a.  It’s a pointless argument

b.  Jesus certainly showed the woman mercy
c.  And He called her to repentance (go and sin no more).

i Obviously not condoning sexual immorality
C. The main point is that Mercy Triumphs over Judgment
a.  Religious judgment set this woman up

b.  Religious judgment used her and publically humiliated her

c.  Religious judgment tried to trap Jesus as it entrapped this woman

d.  And religious judgment was soundly defeat by mercy personified

e.  Judgment condemns Mercy sets you free

V Ministry Time

1 Listen to me

A. Have you to been judged?

B. Have you judged yourself?

C. Are you in need of Mercy today?

2 Let me end with one scripture: Ephesians 2:1-6 (The Message)

A. 1-6It wasn't so long ago that you were mired in that old stagnant life of sin. You let the world, which doesn't know the first thing about living, tell you how to live. You filled your lungs with polluted unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience. We all did it, all of us doing what we felt like doing, when we felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat. It's a wonder God didn't lose his temper and do away with the whole lot of us. Instead, immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us. He took our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all this on his own, with no help from us! Then he picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in company with Jesus, our Messiah.

B. NIV say that God is RICH in MERCY
a.  There is no shortage of mercy

b.  He doesn’t dole it out sparingly

i He is IMMENSE in Mercy – He is RICH in MERCY

c.  And it’s available to you always

i Let’s pray
