God’s Ways 4 - Abraham
I Intro

1 Open Bible to Genesis 11:31
2 Series on God’s Ways

A. God’s Way’s 1

a.  Shared briefly my thoughts and insights on Isaiah 55:8-9

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.

 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.

b.  If God’s ways and our ways do not mach up – who changes?

i We change

B. God’s Ways 2  - The Life of Moses

a.  Unusual Preparation
b.  Unusual Call
c.  Unusual Service

i Looked specifically at the parting of the Red Sea

· God sent them to that specific location

· Between the Sea and the most powerful army of the day

· God hardened Pharaoh‘s heart and sent him after them

· In those impossible circumstances, orchestrated by God…

· God did a God sized thing

d.  What does it mean for us?
i His ways are not our ways

· His ways may often offend our sense of logic, reason and fairness

ii If he operated this way with Moses, what might he do with us?

3 Last Week: God’s Ways 3 – Gideon

A. Gideon’s Back Story

a.  Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord and where under sever oppression from the Midianites

B. Gideon’s Call

a.  God calls things that are not as though they are (Romans 4:17)

i Exactly what God did with Gideon

ii Calls him a mighty warrior while his hiding from his enemies

· The Lord is with you mighty warrior

b.  Gideon’s mission (Judges 6:14)

i "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?"

c.  Gideon’s response…

i "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."
ii Two Perspectives

· God is saying look at who is sending you

· Gideon is saying look at who you’re sending

C. Gideon’s Army

a.  Bigger is not always better in God’s Kingdom
b.  32,000 to 10,000 to 300 – without conventional weapons

i Trumpets + Torches in jars = Victory

ii Judges 6:16 "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites…"
· And that’s exactly what happened
· They blew their trumpets, smashed the jars, shouted and the enemy killed one another

D. His ways are not our ways

a.  It makes we wonder what wild and seemingly crazy thing God might ask us, The Bridge – Long Island to do?
b.  His ways are very different than our ways

c.  His ways WILL offend our logic, reason, and understanding

d.  Little is much in His hands

i God doesn’t need our resources

ii He wants our yes

e.  Last Week I had Two Closing Thought
i The way of faith is to ask WHAT before we ask HOW
· Asking how first would never have defeated the Midianities

· God’s what may frighten us

· God’s how may confuse us

· But God way will amaze us

· Asking How before what gives you the best that man can offer

· Asking what before how sets you up for God sized things

ii Two Truths

· Tom Zawacki’s Two Undeniable Truths of the Universe

· #1 God is Good

· #2 God loves me

· Everything else begins at number 3

· It is the foundation of trust

· Without trust we will never yield our ways to His ways.
4 Today: God’s Ways 4 – Abraham

A. Abram’s Call
B. Abraham’s Test

5 Read & Pray Genesis 11:31 – 12:10
31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there. 32 Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Haran…

 1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.

 2 "I will make you into a great nation 
       and I will bless you; 
       I will make your name great, 
       and you will be a blessing.

 3 I will bless those who bless you, 
       and whoever curses you I will curse; 
       and all peoples on earth 
       will be blessed through you."

 4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.

 6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring [a] I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.

 8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 9 Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.

 10 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was severe. 
A. What a Journey!
a.  Follow this… So far

i they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan (11:31)

· Sounds like it happened over night… nope

· Takes time to reach your promised land

ii "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. (12:1)

· Classic What before How

iii So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran (12:4)
iv  6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. (12:6)
v  8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east (12:8)

vi Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was severe. (12:10)
B. And it continues through Genesis 
II Highlights of Abraham’s Life
1 God’s Covenant With Abram Genesis 15
 1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 
       "Do not be afraid, Abram. 
       I am your shield, [a] 
       your very great reward. [b] "

 2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit [c] my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir."

 4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be."

 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

 7 He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it."

2 God’s Little Helpers (Genesis 16)

1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, "The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her." 
      Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. 
A. Would not happen in my house
a.  No with Nadine

b.  We contend with the fruit of this action to this very day

c.  The Son of the flesh wars with the Son of Promise
d.  Ishmael vs. Isaac
i Proverbs 16:25

· ‘There is a way that seems right to a man but in the end leads to death”

3 The Promised Son
A. Genesis 17:1-2
a.  1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty [a] ; walk before me and be blameless. 2 I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers."
B. Genesis 17:15-19
a.   15 God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."  17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?" 18 And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!"  19 Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. [d] I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 

C. Genesis 21:1-7
a.   1 Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac [a] to the son Sarah bore him. 4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  6 Sarah said, "God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me." 7 And she added, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age."

b.  25 Years from promised given to promise fulfilled
4 Abe’s Great Test (Genesis 22:1-12
1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" 
      "Here I am," he replied.

 2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about."

 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you."

 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" 
      "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. 
      "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"

 8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.

 9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" 
      "Here I am," he replied.

 12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."

A. Hs ways are not our ways

a.  Would any of you done it this way?
III What does this mean for us?
1 God may Call you to leave your home

A. The land  of your birth

B. Your extended family

C. All that is familiar and comfortable

2 God may only give you general direction

A. Go to Canaan
B. And it may take a long time and many stops to get there

a.  It might take a VERY long time to get there
3 God may give you a promise and fulfill it only AFTER it is beyond your strength and power to bring it to pass

4 God may ask you to give up, give away or lay down the very promise he gave you

5 The fulfillment of the promises may look very different than your expectation

A. One Son

6 The mixture of His ways and our ways in NOT a good thing

A. Old JPJ Article

a.  The Church's Pecking Order is About to Topple by John Paul Jackson
b.  Great insight on life of Abraham and future leadership

c.  Read article?
IV Ministry Time

1 Invite Holy Spirit to Come

