Hope
I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Romans 15:13
2. Last week

A. Video Message “Entering Your Destiny” by John Pau Jackson

a. I thought it would be good to hear from the leader of our Association of Churches

B. John Paul talked about the 10 nations the Israelites had to defeat in order to take possession of their promise, The promised land.

a. He related those 10 Nations to ten personal battles we’ll face to take possession of our promises, our destinies. To Paraphrase, the ten personal battles are:
i. False Accusations

ii. Pride, wanting to look like we have it more together than we do

iii. Religions Spirit

iv. Fear

v. Apathy

vi. Wanting to quit

vii. Self Doubt

viii. A zealousness leading to premature timing

ix. Feeling out of place

x. Depression, anxiety, a victim mentality

C. I have faced all of those at one time or another.

a. I’ve defeated some

b. Other’s have gotten the best of me

i. But the battle isn’t over yet!

c. I want to be a place where we 

i. Battle together (side by side)
ii. Win together 

iii. And Celebrate together!

D. The audio portion of John Paul’s message is on our website

E. The video is on YouTube

a. Search John Paul Jackson & Shatter

3. Today: Hope
A. Define Hope
B. The connection between faith and hope
C. Pray for Hope

4. Read & pray Romans 15:13
A.  13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

B. Pray
C. Context: 

a. Who: The Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Saints in Rome
b. When: Paul wrote Romans toward the end of his three month stay in Greece on his third missionary journey in A.D. 58.
c. Where: Written while Paul was in Corinth

d. Why: The theme of this epistle is “The gospel is God’s power to save.”

D. Of Romans it has been said

a. Martin Luther praised the Book of Romans: “It is the chief part of the New Testament and the perfect gospel . . . the absolute epitome of the gospel.”

b. John Calvin said of Romans, “When any one understands this Epistle, he has a passage opened to him to the understanding of the whole Scripture.”

c. Samuel Coleridge, English poet and literary critic said Paul’s letter to the Romans is “The most profound work in existence.”

d. Frederick Godet, 19th Century Swiss theologian called the Book of Romans “The cathedral of the Christian faith.”

e. Former Pastor of Westminster, Chapel G. Campbell Morgan said Romans was “The most pessimistic page of literature upon which your eyes ever rested” and at the same time, “the most optimistic poem to which your ears ever listened.”

f. Bible Commentator Richard C. H. Lenski wrote Romans is “Beyond question the most dynamic of all New Testament letters even as it was written at the climax of Paul’s apostolic career.”

g. The great reformer Martin Luther said of Romans that it was the “chief part of the New Testament and the purest gospel” he urged Christians to know it by heart and treasure it as daily bread for the soul.”
E. By Chapter 15 Paul is beginning to bring his great epistle to a close, he’s reminding us how we should live in Christ and prays for us…

F. 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
II. What is hope?

1. I’ve heard it said that…

A. “A man can live…

a. Three months without food

b. Three days without water

c. Three minutes without air

d. Three seconds without hope” 

B. The power of hope is matched only by hopelessness

a. I have watch hope instantly transform the hearts of men

b. Nothing seems impossible to those with hope

C. We ALL need Romans 15:13 to become our reality

a. We ALL need the “God of Hope” to “overflow us with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

2. Definitions

A. Strong’s Concordance

a. The Greek word for hope used here is

i. Elpis (el – peace) meaning: 

· Expectation of Good

· Specifically a joyful and confident expectation of eternal salvation

B. Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary

a. A desire with anticipation 
b. to desire with expectation of obtainment
c. to expect with confidence
C. Hope is unseen

a. Romans 8:24 “…hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?” 
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”

D. In other words

a. Hope is an eager expectation

E. Word Pictures

a. Christmas
i. My brother and I would pretend we were asleep waiting for our parents to wake us up after “Santa” left.

ii. We KNEW there were presents waiting for us under the tree

iii. We had an eager expectation of good!

iv. Though we had yet to see it we had HOPE!

b. Birth of my children
i. Nadine had 18 hours of labor with our first child, Lisa

ii. I sat by her side throughout the night

iii. By early morning the decision had been made to have a c-section

iv. I was not permitted in the delivery room

v. I waited outside with an eager expectation

vi. I had hope, great HOPE for my wife and child

vii. And I was not disappointed

c. Romans 5:5 “hope does not disappoint us”
III. What is the difference between Faith & Hope
1. Distinction
A. Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for
B. 1 Corinthians 13:13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

C. There is an obvious distinction but what is it?
2. In his Commentary on Galatians Martin Luther says

A. “The question occurs to us, what difference is there between faith and hope? We find it difficult to see any difference. Faith and hope are so closely linked that they cannot be separated. Still there is a difference between them.
B. Luther’s Five Distinctions

a. First, hope and faith differ in regard to their sources. Faith originates in the understanding, while hope rises in the will.
b. Secondly, they differ in regard to their functions. Faith says what is to be done. Faith teaches, describes, directs. Hope exhorts the mind to be strong and courageous.
c. Thirdly, they differ in regard to their objectives. Faith concentrates on the truth. Hope looks to the goodness of God.
d. Fourthly, they differ in sequence. Faith is the beginning of life before tribulation. Hope comes later and is born of tribulation. (Romans 5)
e. Fifthly, they differ in regard to their effects. Faith is a judge. It judges errors. Hope is a soldier. It fights against tribulations, the cross, despondency, despair, and waits for better things to come in the midst of evil.
C. Luther sums it up nicely by stating…

a. By faith we begin, by hope we continue.
3. Who needs help continuing?
IV. Ministry Time

1. Proverbs 13:12

A. “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”
2. Tom Zawacki’s two undeniable truths of the universe
A. #1 - God is Good
B. # 2 - God loves you
C. Everything else begins at #3 
3. Our God is a good God
A. He is the God of all hope
B. He loves you wit a lavish and extravagant love
C. Even when we are faithless he is faithful
D. He is trustworthy, we can place our trust in him
4. Scripture

A. Hebrews 10:23 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful”
B. Romans 4:18-21 18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 19Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.

C. Isaiah 55:8-9 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

5. Who’s heart sick today?
A. Who’s running low on hope?

B. Who has a promise from God that seems impossible – like Abraham?

C. Who feels hopeless

D. Let me pray for you and give you what was given to me.

a. In one of my 40 day’s vision I encountered a heavenly being named hope. She gave me a gift of hope, she pressed it into my heart and I want to share it with you.
