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I.  Intro:
1.  Open Bibles to 2 Timothy 3

2.  A few weeks ago I began a new series of messages on the Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values
A. I told you that an ethos is:
a. “The distinctive character, spirit, and attitudes of a people, a culture or an era.”

3.  We have 4 distinctives to our ethos and they are:
A. Passion: 
a. We are passionate people; we love God, people and life passionately.
B. Freedom: 
a. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. We are exploring the fullness of that freedom and living in it out as best we can.
C. Spirit: 
a. We are not content to live an intellectual and academic faith only; we want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit. We want to know God personally, intimately and experientially.
D. Destiny: 
a. We want to fulfill our God given destiny and help other do the same.

4.  And I identified 4 values, they are:
A. Worship: 
a. That touches the heart of God and inspires His people.
i.  My highest personal value
B. The Word: 
a. Our standard, inerrant, and Divinely inspired.
C. Relationship: 
a. Friendships that are authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy.
D. Reaching Out: 
a. Giving what we've got to who we can, no strings attached.
i.  Over the coming weeks I will speak on each

5.  Last week we took a look at our first and highest value: Worship
A. I defined worship from both Hebrew and Greek
a. The imagery suggests taking a knee and kissing a hand
i.  Or bowing down on your face in reverent awe
B. I offered reasons why we worship
a. Because He is worthy
b. Because it is the activity of Heaven
c. Because it is one of the primary ways that we experience the manifest presence of God
d. Because worship has the power to wiggle past all our defenses and touch the deepest places of our pain, of our hearts
C. Then I talked a bit about how we worship
a. What we do in the singing portion of our Sunday morning service.
b. How the goal is intimacy with God
i.  We want to worship in a way that touches the heart of God and inspires his people.

6.  Today I will take a look at our second value: The Word
A. Read and Pray: 2 Timothy 3:14-17
a. In his final charge to Timothy, Saint Paul writes:
“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

II.  The Word
1.  Let’s begin with some facts about the bible from the biblesources.org website
A. How many books are in the Bible? 
a. The Bible contains 66 books
i.  Divided among the Old and New Testaments.
· 39 Old Testament books
· And 27 New Testament books
· The word Testament meaning “covenant” or “contract.”
B.  Who wrote the Bible? 
a. The Bible was written by the Holy Spirit 
i.  Who inspired more than 40 different authors from all walks of life: 
· Shepherds, farmers, tent-makers, physicians, fishermen, priests, philosophers and kings. 
ii.  Despite the different background and the span of years…  
· The Bible is an extremely cohesive and unified book
C. Which single author contributed the most books to the Old Testament? 
a. Moses. He wrote the first five books of the Bible, 
i.  Known as the Pentateuch
D. In the New Testament it was The Apostle Paul
a. He wrote 14 books (over half) of the New Testament.
E. When was the Bible written? 
a. It was written over a period of about 1,500 years
i.  From approximately 1450 B.C. (the time of Moses) 
ii.  to about 100 A.D. 
· Following Jesus’ death and resurrection
F. What is the oldest book in the Old Testament? 
a. Many scholars agree that Job is the oldest book in the Bible
i.  Written by an unknown Israelite in about 1500 B.C. 
· Others believe that the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible) are the oldest books in the Bible
· written between 1446 and 1406 B.C.
· Personally, I’d go with Job
G. What is the youngest book in the Old Testament? 
a. The book of Malachi
i.  Written about 400 B.C.
H. What is the oldest book of the New Testament? 
a. Probably the book of James
i.  Written as early as A.D. 45.
I. What is the youngest book in the New Testament? 
a. The Book of Revelation is the youngest book of the New Testament, 
i.  Written about 95 A.D.
J. What languages was the Bible written in? 
a. The Bible was written in three languages: 
i.  Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.
K. When was the Bible canonized? 
a. The entire New Testament as we know it today, was canonized before the year 375 A.D. 
i.  The Old Testament had previously been canonized long before the birth of Christ.
· What does the word “canon” mean? 
· “Canon” is derived front the Greek word “Kanon,” signifying a measuring rod. 
· So, to have the Bible “canonized” means that it had been measured by the standard or test of divine inspiration and authority. 
· It became the collection of books or writings accepted by the apostles and leadership of the early Christian church as a basis for Christian belief. 
· It is the standard by which all Christians throughout the ages live and worship.
L. The Bible was first translated into English in 382 A.D. by John Wycliffe.
M. The Bible was first printed in 1454 A.D. by Johannes Gutenberg 
a. He invented the “type mold” for the printing press. 
i.  The bible was the first book ever printed.
N. The oldest almost-complete manuscript of the Bible now in existence is known as:
a. The Codex Vaticanus, which dates from the first half of the fourth Century. 
i.  It is located in the Vatican library 
b. There are older fragments of the Bible
i.  The oldest being a tiny scrap of the Gospel of John was found in Egypt, dating back to the beginning of the second century. 
· They are currently held in the Rayland’s Library in Manchester, England
O. The longest book in the Bible is the book of Psalms.
a. The shortest book is 2 John.
P. Longest chapter in the Bible? Psalm 119
a. Shortest is Psalm 117
Q. Longest verse is Esther 8:9
R. Shortest verse is John 11:35
a. “Jesus wept.”
S. The Holy Bible has been translated into 2,018 languages
a. With countless more partial translations, and audio translations for unwritten languages
i.  That’s an enormous amount of translations!
· In comparison, Shakespeare, considered by many to be the master writer of the English language, 
· has only been translated into 50 languages.
T. The Bible is the best-selling book of all time
a. From the Guinness World Records website:
i.  A survey by the Bible Society concluded that 2.5 billion copies were printed between 1815 and 1975, 
· but more recent estimates put the number at more than 5 billion.

III.  The Word: 
1.  What do I mean when I state that the Bible is “our standard, inerrant, and Divinely inspired”?
A. Our Standard
a. It’s our measuring stick
i.  Our boundary marker
b. It’s the place we turn to… 
i.  Along with prayer and under the power of the Holy Spirit
· To determine the way to go
· And the way NOT to go
· It’s a road map for our spiritual journey
c. But more than that
i.  It is a love letter from the Bridegroom to his bride
ii.  It is the documented evidence that we have a speaking God
iii.  That the almighty God of the Universe enjoys speaking with his creation
iv.  With us! The objects of His divine affection!
d. Note: 
i.  The word never changes
ii.  God never changes
iii.  But we do
· As does our understanding of God, his ways AND his word
· Do yourself a huge favor…
· Stay humble and teachable
· Let’s not be like the Pharisees who knew the words but not the heart of God
· Of them Jesus said in Matthew 23:23-24
· “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices -mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law -justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.
· Amen?
B. Inerrant
a. As communicated by God
i.  The scriptures are absolutely without error – absolutely!
· As interpreted and applied by man…
· There has been and can still be error 
· As I just read from Matthew 23
· Being inerrant, we can trust the word of God 
C. Divinely Inspired
a. It is God Breathed
i.  From my main text this morning 2 Timothy 3:16
· All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness
ii.  KJV uses the word inspired: 
· The Greek word used here is: 
· theopneustos (thy-ah-new-stos)
· Meaning: "inspired by God" 
· Theos meaning "God," 
· And Pneo meaning "to breathe"
· Or as the NIV correctly interprets: God-breathed
b. The word of God come from the mouth of God
i.  Or more accurately…
· The word of God comes from heart or Spirit of God
· This is wonderfully good news
c. Let me take a moment here and state clearly that… 
i.  Current, modern day prophetic revelation is NOT equal in weight to scripture
· Current revelation must never contradict scripture
· I love revelation
· I wish that you would ALL operate in the gift
· With the knowledge and comfort that the scriptures are our safety net

IV.  The Word on the Word
1.  Of course, there are benefits to engaging with God’s word
A. Psalm 119:105 (It will light your way)
a. Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.
B. Psalm 1:1-3 (Firmly established, well nourished, and fruitful)
Blessed is the one
    who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
    or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
    and who meditates on his law day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither - 
    whatever they do prospers.
C. Ephesians 6:17-18 (Our offensive weaponry)
a. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
D. Hebrews 4:12 (it gets to the very heart of a matter)
a. For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
E. Matthew 7:24-27 (With Jesus Christ as the chief cornerstone it is our solid foundation in the storms of life)
a. “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

V.  Tips for Personal Study
1.  The Holy Spirit is ABSOLUTELY required
A. We need the Spirit of God to Understand the word of God
B. Saint Paul put it this way in 1 Corinthians 2:10-14
a. “…these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.”
C. In John 14:26 Jesus said:
a. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

2.  When studying the bible seek the authors intent
A. Be mindful of context
a. What did he mean when he wrote it?
i.  To the people and culture of that day?
· The meaning of words change over time
· Even form culture to culture in the same time

3.  Be open to clearer understanding
A. Make sure your lenses aren’t smudged
a. I see things more clearly today then I did 30 years ago
i.  Let’s call it maturity 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Example: Wayne Jacobsen’s “He Loves Me”

4.  Simple Bible Study
A. Read the same passage in various translations
B. Look deeper into key words 
C. Take notes
a. Read other commentaries
i.  But right your own
D. Useful and free online resources
a. Bible Gateway for translations
b. Blue Letter Bible for word studies and commentaries

VI.  Ministry Time
1.  Words of knowledge
A. Please share
2.  Do you need the Holy Spirit to help you understand the bible?
A. Please come up for prayer
3.  Need prayer for anything at all
A. Please come forward
4.  Final song
