Love 8

· Introduction
· Open bibles to Luke 3
· Today is my 8th message on Love
· The Love of God is: 
· Bigger, stronger, more powerful and much more inclusive that we ever imagined.
· But, sadly too few know it.
· And that’s why I’m taking the time to teach on it.

· So far we have looked at these amazing verses:
· Two by Jesus
· Four by the Apostle Paul
· And one by the Apostle John
· Mark 12:30-31 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
· John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Ephesians 3:16-19 And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  
· Romans 8:35-39 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing
· 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. 
· 1 John 4:18 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
· Can you see that the word of God has much to say about the love of God?

· Today We’ll look at Luke 3:21-22
· Read and Pray:
· 21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

Context
· Luke is the longest  of the Synoptic Gospels
· Matthew, Mark and Luke
· It’s actually the longest book in the New Testament
· Luke uses much of the same material as Mark and Matthew, 
· But adds his own distinctive flavor to the story.
· It’s a Gospel marked by joy, songs of praise, and relationships. 
· Relationships Jesus had with people considered outcasts by many. 
· (e.g., women, children, the poor, tax-collectors and Samaritans).
· It presents the Gospel from a Gentile perspective
· For example:
· Luke's Gentile orientation is seen in the fact that Jesus' genealogy is traced back to Adam
· Rather than back to Abraham, as Matthew does. 
· Luke seldom quotes the OT
· And he translates Hebrew words into their Greek equivalents
· Luke gives us the most details on the Birth of Christ and the early life of John the Baptist
· Here in Chapter 3 we see their paths cross
· John is baptizing people in the Jordan River
· And Jesus comes to be baptized
· At first John was reluctant to baptize Jesus
· But Jesus insisted
· Matthew 3 describes it this way:
· 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
· The Message explains verse 15 this way:
· But Jesus insisted. “Do it. God’s work, putting things right all these centuries, is coming together right now in this baptism.” So John did it.
· It’s what happens next that captures my attention today

Verse 21-23
· 21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
· Historically we understand that Jesus is about 30 years old at this point
· He is just about to start his public ministry
· We know very little of Jesus before this
· We know the story of his birth
· And a story of him as a 12 year old in the temple
· Most of what we know about Jesus begins here and moves forward
· Bear in mind that Jesus is our example in all things
· He is our example of all things in life and ministry
· I have been here just over two years
· And in that time I have been driving home the point that our God is a relational, loving God.
· I see a principal set here
· A standard and pattern in this amazing event
· I’ll explain in a minute

Performance Based Christianity
· Wayne Jacobsen calls it Daisy Pedal Christianity in his great book “He Loves Me”
· He love me, he loves me not.
· I got an “A” on my final exam, he loves me
· I failed the test, he loves me not
· I earned a promotion, he loves me
· I got fired, he loves me not
· I bought a new house, car, computer, he loves me
· I’ve gone bankrupt, he loves me not
· My church is growing, he loves me
· People are leaving my church, he loves me not
· Basically, if I do good, God loves me
· If I fail, he doesn’t
· Meaning that God’s love is conditional
· And earned by my good behavior
· This is the way of the world we live in
· Our good behavior is rewarded and our bad behavior punished
· School, work and even church work this way
· We all understand that this is the way of the world
· The world is performance based
· The problem is that we assume that this the way of God
· I have good news for you today
· His ways are not our ways
· They are vastly higher than our ways
· I place much of the blame for the mind set, or mentality of a Performance Based Christianity at the door step of Organized Religion 
· Especially their leaders
·  Strong emphasis is placed on performance based activities like:
· Tithing
· Attendance
· Participation in church sponsored programs
· In many churches this is the way we become “members in good standing”
· All performance based
· All measureable
· All driven by the belief that bigger is better
· Pastors with small churches want the validation they assume will come from having big churches
· Pastors have a vision
· And they need people in the form of time, energy and money to make that vision a reality
· It’s more akin to capitalism than Christianity
· There’s a current updated version making its way around many Christian circles
· Social Justice
· Ministry to the poor
· And intellectualism
· Do these things and you earn a seat at the spiritual cool kids table
· Do these things and you’re a real Christian
· Do these things and you’ll make a real difference
· Do these things and you’ll make God happy
· Please don’t hear what I’m not saying
· I think these are all good things
· I think it’s good to give
· I think it’s good to gather and worship together
· I think some programs can be quite beneficial 
· I’m a fan of true, godly justice
· And I love ministry to the lost, the sick and the poor.
· So, what’s my problem?
· My problem is when we make any of these things as a means to God
· As opposed to the fruit of a loving relationship with God
· If these good works are simply a modern day list of does and don’t to get God’s favor we might as well all be Jews still under the law of Moses
· When these works become a means to God, good has become enemy of best
· The Church of Ephesus in Revelation 2:1-5a
· “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. 
· The Ephesians had
· Good deeds
· Hard work
· Perseverance
· Discernment
· Endured hardship
· And they wouldn’t quit
· Any pastor would give a limb for such a group of people
· But they lacked one thing
· They had forsaken their first love
· Who was their first love?
· When asked what was most important, Jesus answered this way in Mark 12:30-31
· Love the Lord your God with all your hear and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: love your neighbor as yourself.”
· The Ephesians did Good without God
· They remind me of the false disciples from Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus said:
· “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
· They too did good stuff, supernatural stuff
· Prophesy, casting out demons, MANY miracles!
· But like the Ephesians, they did it without God
· Without relationship
· The Ephesians of Revelation 2 and the false disciples of Matthew 7 were both victims of Performance Based Christianity!
· “The primary purpose of the Incarnation is not social justice. It’s not saving the environment or the unborn. It’s not promotion of a conservative or liberal political agenda. It’s not signs and wonders or even ministry to the lost, the sick and the poor. The primary purpose of the Incarnation is the restoration of relationship between the Trinity and humanity, between God and people. We need to return to our first love - and then, from that place, having been loved, love others. We have skipped the first commandment and majored in the second. Is it any wonder that so many Christians are burnout and leaving organized religion?”
· According to the Barna Group nearly 30 Million US Christians have left the church in the past decade
· They’re not all back sliders
· I suspect that many are simply burnt out on Performance based Christianity


What does all this have to do with today’s text from Luke 3?
· Everything!
· At Jesus baptism we see the Trinity represented
· Jesus the Word made flesh dwelling among us
· The Holy Spirit decending in the form of a dove
· And the audible voice of God the Father
· And what does the Father say?
· Luke 3:22
· And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
· You are my Son
· Whom I love
· With you I am well pleased
· Why is this significant?
· Because Jesus hadn’t done anything yet
· He hadn’t performed yet!
· He hadn’t preached one sermon
· He had yet to multiple food and feed the hungry
· He hadn’t healed any sick people
· Hadn’t raised up any disciple
· Hadn’t cast out any demons
· He hadn’t gone to the cross or rose from the dead
· Yet the Father loved him because of sonship
· Because of relationship
· The Father was WELL pleased not because of performance but because of their relational connection!!
· So it is with us!
· That’s the good news
· That’s the gospel
· That’s liberty and freedom
· He loves us because we are his!
· 1 John 3:1
· See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
· Good works, whatever their form, come from a place of total love and absolute acceptance
· Never from a place of trying to earn or deserve it
·  Never ever trying appease an angry deity, never!

What’s our Monday Morning Take Away?
· God loves you
· This is God’s word to YOU today
· You are my son
· You are my daughter
· Whom I love
· With YOU I am well pleased!
· That’s not the end, that’s the beginning
· He loves you, he’s for you
· You never have to earn his love and acceptance because it’s already yours
· Good works, if anything, are only the overflow of the love he’s already poured into you… and me!
· Jesus’ life is proof positive
· We have been invited into the same relationship that Jesus shares with the Father and the Holy Spirit
· People, this is freedom!
· It’s freedom from performance based Christianity
· It’s freedom from the tyranny of religion
· And it’s freedom from the institutional controls of men

· Let’s pray
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free
· Lord set of free from Performance based religion
· Help us live in the liberty of love
· Your great and lavish love for us
· Lord, help us to live loved and to live love

· Give encouraging prophetic words
