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God gave three names to the baby born in Bethlehem that identify Him as the most 

important individual in all of human history. 

I. The baby is to be called Christ or Messiah. (v. 18-19)  

The LORD swore an oath to David, a sure oath he will not revoke: 

“One of your own descendants I will place on your throne. (Psalms 132:11) 

“Here I will make a [a mighty One] grow for David and set up a lamp for my anointed one. 

I will clothe his enemies with shame, but his head will be adorned with a radiant crown.” 

(Psalms 132:17-18) 

The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned… 

For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7) 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 

whole countryside. He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 



 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 

    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
 
(Isaiah 61:1-2) 

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 

the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:14-21) 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  

Behold, your king is coming to you;  

righteous and having salvation is he,  

humble and mounted on a donkey,  

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (Zechariah 9:9) 

II. The baby is to be called Jesus or Savior. (v. 20-21) 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This 

will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” (Luke 

2:11-12) 

“I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:32) 

As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; (Romans 3:10) 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… (Romans 3:23) 

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10) 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has 

laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 

He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the 

third day,
 
and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24:46-48) 

By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ 

name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see. 

“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is how 

God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would 

suffer. Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed 



for you—even Jesus. Heaven must receive him until the time comes for God to restore 

everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. For Moses said, ‘The Lord your 

God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to 

everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from their 

people.’ 

“Indeed, beginning with Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken have foretold these days. 

And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to 

Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’
 
When God raised up 

his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked 

ways.” (Acts 3:16-26) 

III. The baby is to be called Immanuel or God with Us. (v. 22-23) 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 

son, and will call him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 

the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth… No one has ever seen 

God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the 

Father, has made him known. (John 1:14-18) 

The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name 

testify about me, 
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but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my 

voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 

one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; 

no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have 

shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 

“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a 

mere man, claim to be God.” (john 10:24-33) 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11) 

IV. The proper response is faith in and obedience to the God who has provided this 

wonderful Christmas gift. (v. 24-25) 



For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(Romans 6:23) 

Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 

Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” 

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to 

the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last 

day… 
 
Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life.” (John 6:28-29, 35, 40, 47) 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…” (Acts 16:31) 

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this 

book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31) 

 


