The Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values

· Intro
· Open Bibles to Mark 12:28-34
· Last week I finished a 15 message sermon series on Healing
· We used Mark’s Gospel as a road map to examine the signs, wonders, healings, miracles and supernatural events of Jesus’ life.
· You can find the entire series for free on the church website.
· Today I’m beginning a new sermon series on our church’s Ethos and Values
· Let’s begin with scripture
· Read and Pray: Mark 12:28-34

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
· Keep a finger there, I’ll work my way back to it.

· What is an Ethos?
· Most of us grasp the meaning and intent of the term values
· But less of us are familiar with the term ethos
· I’ve researched a variety of definitions for ethos
· The one I like best is from the Collins English Dictionary
· It’s concise and clear for my purposes
· “Ethos is the distinctive character, spirit, and attitudes of a people, a culture or an era.”
· For us, the Charlottetown Vineyard our ethos communicates our collective distinctives. 
· That which defines our group characteristics, our spirit and our attitude toward one another and the world around us.

· So, what is OUR personal Ethos and Values?
· If you look at the “About Us” page on the church website, you’ll see a section titled “Ethos and Values”
· It states:

· Ethos
· Passion: 
· We are passionate people; we love God, people and life passionately.
· Freedom: 
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. We are exploring the fullness of that freedom and living in it out as best we can.
· Spirit: 
· We are not content to live an intellectual & academic faith only; we want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We want to know God personally, intimately and experientially.
· Destiny: 
· We want to fulfill our God given destiny and help other do the same.

· Values
· Worship: 
· That touches the heart of God and inspires His people.
· My highest personal value
· The Word: 
· Our standard, inerrant, and Divinely inspired.
· Relationship: 
· Friendships that are authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy.
· Reaching Out: 
· Giving what we've got to who we can, no strings attached.

· Over the next few weeks I going to unpack all eight of these
· Today I’m going to begin with Passion

Passion
· Back to Mark 12
· Once again Jesus is dealing with the Pharisees
· They are questioning him, debating him and testing him.
· One teacher of the law noticed that Jesus was giving good answers and decided to ask question of his own
· A pretty good question at that
· “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” ~Mark 12:28
· And Jesus gives an outstanding answer in verses 29-31
· “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
· Love the Lord your God
· The word love here is the verb form of agape
· Agape is not a friendly love or a brotherly affection
· And it is not a romantic or sexual love
· Agape love involves faithfulness, commitment, and an act of the will. 
· It is distinguished from the other types of love by its lofty moral nature and strong character. 
· Agape love is the love so beautifully described in 1 Corinthians 13.
· We are to love God with the same love he has for us
· It’s the gold standard of love
· The highest love there is
· Love the Lord your God with ALL
· Love God with all you got.
· I looked up the word ALL in the original Greek and you know what it means?
· ALL means ALL
· It means all, whole and completely
· Love the Lord your God with 100%
· Holding nothing back
· Leaving nothing in  reserve
· ALL!
· Love the Lord your God with ALL your:
· Heart: karida meaning spirit
· “The centre and seat of spiritual life”
· Love God spiritually or in the Spirit
· Soul: psyche meaning soul
· “The seat of the feelings, desires, and affections.”
· Love God emotionally 
· Mind: dianoia (de-ah-noy-ah) 
· Made of two words literally meaning “by” and “understanding”
· Or “by” and “intellectual faculty”
· Mind meaning our thoughts, our way of thinking, our understanding
· Love God intellectually!
· Strength: ischys (eh-sue-sh)
· Meaning physical ability, force, strength, might
· Love God physically, 
· With your whole body!
· So, According to Jesus
·  the most importing commandment is that we:
· Love God with the highest quality love
· That we love him with our all
· Wholly and completely
· With everything we got
· And that we do it spiritually, emotionally, intellectually and physically
· Now THAT sounds comprehensive
· To me that sounds PASSIONATE
· To paraphrase, 
· I believe Jesus is telling us to love God and to love people passionately!
· That it is THE most important thing we do
· I want to be a man that loves God and people passionately
· I want to love God and people extravagantly
· More, much more than what seems prudent, wise, respectable or expected.
· And that’s what I want for the Charlottetown Vineyard
· I want us to be a passionate people.
· A community that loves God
· That loves people
· And that loves life Passionately!

· Passion is so significant to me personally… 
· That I had the Hebrew equivalent tattooed on my left forearm
· Qin'ah is Hebrew meaning, passion or zeal. 
· It's from Psalm 69:9 and John 2:17 
· "Zeal for your house will consume me."
· Qin'ah means God’s passionate love for man and man’s passionately for God.

· Passion is socially acceptable in some parts of our culture
· Sports for example
· Ever been to a Hockey game?
· But not so much in church on Sunday mornings
· It seems to disconnect from Jesus’ words about loving God with our ALL in Mark 12
· Why is that?
· Personally, I’d like to see that change

· I want to encourage the passionate and the demonstrative
· Not that everyone should be forced express themselves in the same way
· Not at all
· But neither should anyone be prevented from expressing their passionate love for God

· There’s a Japanese proverb that says
· “The nail that sticks up gets hammered.”
· Some here have paid a huge price for demonstratively expressing their passionate love for God
· Our church as a whole has paid a price because I wouldn’t suppress it
· It’s been costly but worth it
· I’d do it all over again

· Passion, Godly passion has a place in all of our lives
· A good metaphor for passion is fire
· Godly passions are like fire in the fireplace
· They warm the entire house
· Ungodly passions (drugs, alcohol, etc.) are like fire on the living room rug
· They burn the whole house down
· Motived by fear the church has discarded passion
· They have thrown out the proverbial baby with the bath water
· I want the baby back
· I want to see the fullness of Godly passion returned to the church
· I want to lead a people the love God with their all and that do it passionately.

· Passion is vitally important to each of you personally
· As a pastor, many times over the years, I’ve had someone come to me and ask…
· What is my calling?
· What has God called me to do?
· And my answer is always the same…
· What is your passion?
· What are you passionate about?

· Passion is your God given - the built in from the manufacturer - homing device to your destiny
· God put that godly passion in you
· So that you would know which way to go
· He wants us to be what we love
· To do those things that bring us life 
· And make us come alive
· Listen to me:
· "Hunger fuels passion and passion points to destiny."
· Say it again
· What are you hungry for?
· It’s how I raised my kids
· Lisa, YWAM, late night conversations, Community College
· It’s how I have tried to live my life
· I LOVE pastoring people
· I LOVE training and equipping people to help THEM reach THEIR destiny
· I LOVE the supernatural 
· And the manifest presence of God in our midst
· And I LOVE worship
· Doesn’t it show?
· “As your pastor I don't want to manage your behavior, I want to stoke your passion!”

· I have collected quotes for years, here are some of favorite quotes on Passion:
· "One person with passion is better than forty people merely interested."
· ~ E. M. Forster
· “Nothing great in the world has ever been accomplished without passion.” 
· ~ German Poet, Christian Friedrich Hebbel
· “A great leader's courage to fulfill his vision comes from passion, not position.” 
· ~ John Maxwell
· “When your passion begins to decline, you already start to die. You were born to burn. “
· ~ Bill Johnson
· “Only passions, great passions, can elevate the soul to great things.” 
· ~ French Philosopher Denis Diderot
· “A passionate lover will always be more effective than an obedient servant!” 
· ~ Ken Sullivan
· "Ask the Lord for a revelation and an encounter with His passion. You won't regret it, and neither will anyone who knows you!" 
· ~ Graham Cooke
· "New territory is never taken by passive people, but by those willing to risk it all on their passion in life." 
· ~ Larry Randolph
· “The things you are passionate about are not random, they are your calling.” 
· ~ Author Fabienne Fredrickson
· “To play a wrong note is insignificant; to play without passion is inexcusable.” 
· ~ Ludwig van Beethoven
· “Christianity was never meant to be known for it's forms. It was meant to be known by it's passion. Never celebrate form. Celebrate life.” 
· ~ Bill Johnson
· “If ministry is not about compassion and passion, let it die.” 
· ~ Heidi Baker
· "Be still when you have nothing to say, but when genuine passion moves you, say what you've got to say, and say it hot." 
· ~ English Novelist D. H. Lawrence


· You might be sitting there this morning saying to yourself, Tom you don’t understand…
· I’m too old
· It’s too late
· My time has passed
· To which I say NO!!
· It is never too late to reach that destiny
· At 46, Jack Nicklaus became the oldest man ever to win the Masters.
· Julia Child was 51 when her television show The French Chef premiered
· At 59, “Satchel” Paige became the oldest Major League baseball player.
· At 62, J.R.R. Tolkien published the ﬁrst volume of his fantasy series, "Lord of the Rings."
· Colonel Sanders started KFC also at 62
· Laura Ignalls Wilder didn’t begin writing her wildly famous book series “Little House on the Prairie” until she was 65
· The three top candidates for President of the United States this past election were:
· Trump 70, Clinton 69 and Sanders 75
· At 77, John Glenn became the oldest person to go into space
· Grandma Moses didn’t begin painting until she was 78
· Moses: called to be a deliver at 80
· Caleb: is 85 years old when he enters the land promised to him by God
· At 95, Mrs. Nola Ochs became the oldest person to receive a college diploma.
· Abraham: 100 years old when the child of promise, Isaac was born
· It. Is. NOT. Too. Late. For You!
· Dream God sized Dreams
· I ask you today…
· What is YOUR passion?
· It IS your God given homing device to your destiny
· "Every quest, every adventure comes at a cost and Your personal destiny is worth the price. 
· Never settle for boring or comfortable or safe. 
· Life awaits you
· Passion beckons you
·  Now go, run, trembling if you must, but go, you were made for this!  
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· Let’s Pray
· Oh God give us passion!
· Light us on fire!
· And let the world watch us burn!
· Make of us a people that love you with our all
· All of heart, soul, mind and strength
· Spiritually, emotionally, intellectually and physically
· And from that place of love with you and for you
· May we passionately love one another and this world around us
· Just as you have loved us
· Make us a passionate people oh God

