UnChristian 5
I. Intro

1. Open bibles to Mark 1:14-20
2. Five Weeks ago I began a new sermon series titled unChristian

A. Inspired by the book of the same title written by David Kinnaman

B. Kinnaman offers 6 negative perceptions “outsiders” have of us, they say we are:
a. Hypocritical

b. Too focused on getting converts
c. Anti-homosexual

d. Sheltered

e. Too Political

f. Judgmental

i. They think we are quick to judge and doubt that we really love people as we say we do
3. Last Week: UnChristian 4 – Following Jesus
A. Share a video produced by “Recycle Your Faith
a. Interview with Vince Antonucci

b. Pastors a church on the Vegas strip called Verve

i. Tag line “Stripping Church, Seeking Life

c. Challenged us to rethink how we view Christianity

i. Follow vs. Believe & Behave

ii. That those who followed Jesus were astonished and afraid according to Mark 10:32 

iii. and if we’re not astonished and afraid are we really following?

B. Share My Heart
a. My passion to see the church set free

i. The emancipation of the freed

ii. I don’t want to manage your behavior, I want to stir your passion.

b. Difference between how Jesus interacted with the lost vs. religious professionals

c. How we need to return to our first love

i. Like the Ephesians church in Revelation 2

· Especially pastors

ii. Return to our first love and Live Love

4. Today: unChristian 5 ~ New Nets

A. A new approach to evangelism

5. Read & Pray: Mark 1:14-20
A. The calling of the first disciple

14After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"

 16As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 18At once they left their nets and followed him.

 19When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.

B. Verse 18 “At once they left their nets and followed him.”
a. Are you willing to leave your evangelistic nests and follow Jesus?
b. I think there are better ways of doing old things

c. I’m concerned that if we fail to change the church will become increasingly irrelevant.

C. Old Way

a. Handing out tracts on Street Corners

b. 4 Spiritual Laws booklets

c. Door to door asking the two classic diagnostic questions

i. If you died tonight would you go to heaven?

ii. Why should God let you into His Heaven?

D. Question: 

a. How do you feel when a Jehovah’s Witness rings your door bell?

b. How about when a Mormon comes to your door with their white shirt, black ties and engraved name badges?

c. How do you feel when a telemarketer calls your house?

d. For most of us these are awkward, uncomfortable, intrusive and terribly ineffective

e. That’s how “outsiders” feel about our evangelistic methods

f. And worst yet is the collateral damage it creates

E. It’s time, it’s way past time that we upgrade our approach to evangelism

II. New Nets

1. We need new nets

A. Jesus said “follow me and I will make you fishers of men”
B. Our old nets are no longer working

2. I want to read something to you from a blog I read recently

A. Ken Wilson: Senior Pastor Vineyard Church of Ann Arbor

a. www.kenwilson.com
B. Here he describes a vision he had about four years ago
When Jesus appears vividly and visually in your prayers–not like he stood before Saul of Tarsus, perhaps, but like he can surprise us when we slip into a silence that comes alive visually–well, you take notice.  I’ve been praying for over thirty years as a Jesus follower and I can only think of three times that this happened.  Each one feels as real or more real than ordinary reality and each one is seared into my memory. Each has taken me years to digest. Thank God he doesn’t show up this way more often.  I’d be on overload.

This one was maybe four years ago early on a Sunday morning getting prayed up for church. I’m an observer on the shore of a lake. Before me is Jesus working on some nets near a boat.  He looks up at me and says, “Go find Andrew for me!” Then, after a pause, holds up the nets he’s been working on and says with delight, “New nets!”

Andrew, who was he?  A literal one, probably. And a metaphorical one, maybe.  An early adopter, like Andrew, Peter’s brother?  One who understands fishing nets and has the good sense to try some new ones, especially if they’ve been made by Jesus.  Andrew, someone willing to become a fisher of people with new nets?

New nets, what’s up with that?

We need some new nets these days.  Those of us who care about fishing–especially Jesus style fishing, which is fishing for people.

The old nets are letting too many fish through. We cast ‘em out there and the fish swim in, but when we draw them out of the water the fish are swimming right out. A good fisherman doesn’t curse the fish.  He examines the nets, and tries to make some new ones.

Read the surveys.  The church in the United States has become a kind of club that services its own members and doesn’t draw many new fish in.  If it weren’t for immigration, the church would be in decline in the United States–during the era when more people are coming to faith in Jesus around the world than any time in history.  When it’s a bull market and you’re not making a profit, there’s something wrong.

3. New Nets

A. Jesus has new nets for us

a. Let’s follow him and become fishers of men

b. Let’s not curse the fish but become better fishermen

B. Are we ready for new fishing methods, new tools?
a. I’ve known a few fishermen in my days, they LOVE getting new gear

4. Different fish require different gear, different approaches
A. The world has changed around us and we need to adjust

a. Not what we believe but how we share it with others

B. different cultures and people, just like different fish, require different methods or bait.
III. UnChristian

1. In Kinnaman’s unchristian on of the seven negative perceptions outsiders have of us is that we are too focused on making converts.
2. They feel like all we want to do is close the deal

A. Make them say the magic words and get them to join our church

B. Unfortunately their perceptions are accurate

C. I believe that much of what the church has called evangelism has actually been church growth in really bad disguise.

D. We’ve approached outsiders as…

a. Projects to be completed

b. Something broken that needs to be fixed

c. Or a challenge to be conquered

d. Instead of people that need to be loved

E. Kinnaman explains it this way

a. Perception: “Christian are insincere and concerned only with converting others.”

b. New Perception “Christian cultivate relationships and environments where others can be deeply transformed by God.”

F. It’s the difference between being goal orientated and relationally orientated

a. Evangelism is a process not an event

3. Doug Addison first introduced me to the concept of Process Evangelism back in 2003
A. Based on the “Modified Engel Scale” 

a. from James F. Engel’s 1975 book “What Gone Wrong With The Harvest”

B. The scale describes a process toward conversion

a. Everything from “no knowledge of the gospel” on one end to “new birth” in the middle to “communion with God” on the other end.

C. I like to use a football analogy

a. Knocking on doors and handing out tracts on a street corner is like trying to throw a 98 yard touchdown pass.

i. It’s high risk and low grace

ii. It’s a Hail Mary Pass

iii. It almost never works

iv. And often winds of as an interception

D. Process Evangelism says that we gain 3-5 yards at a time loving people every step of the way.
a. It’s not an event

b. It’s a relationship

c. It’s friendship

E. What if we entered into a loving friendship with someone who doesn’t know Christ and we simply became their friend – NO STRINGS ATTACHED!

a. And we loved them and loved them and loved them

b. We let them see and experience Jesus through us

c. And then maybe, when we’ve earned the right and enough trust they will ask us why we love the way we do, then we can tell them about our Jesus.

d. This is very often a slow process

i. I once heard John Wimber say that love is spelt T.I.M.E>

F. Billy Graham used to say…

a. Make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to Christ

b. But you’ve got to make a friend and BE a friend first!

4. Process Discipleship works the same way as process evangelism

A. The one who loved you into the Kingdom is the one you will most trust you lead you on in the Kingdom

B. Process Evangelism and Process Discipleship work hand in hand.
a. Let’s look at it another way…

5. Set Theory and Christian Mission
A. Food for thought…

a. In another blog post title “New Nets - Bounded Sets, Fuzzy Sets or Centered Sets” Ken Wilson writes:

My friend Rick pointed out wonderful summary of set theory as applied to the Christian misison in a gem of a footnote tucked away in Exclusion and Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and Reconciliation, by Miroslav Volf (Mir-ro slav Wolf). Volf writes from his experience in Croatia during the war there. He has a Pentecostal background.  Not your typical ivory tower academic.

To quote Volf’s footnote on p.71: “In analyzing the category ‘Christian’ missiologist Paul Hiebert suggests that we make use of the mathematical categories of ‘bounded sets,’ ‘fuzzy,’ and ‘centered sets.’ Bounded sets function on the principle ‘either/or’; an apple is either an apple or it is not; it cannot be partly apple and partly pear. Fuzzy sets, on the other hand, have no sharp boundaries; things are fluid with no stable point of reference and with various degrees of inclusion–as when a mountain merges into the plains.  A centered set is defined by a center and the relationship of things to that center, by a movement toward it or away from it. The category of ‘Christian should be understood as a centered set. A demarcation line exists, but the focus is not on ‘maintaining the boundary’ but on reaffirming the center.”

That’s as good a one paragraph summary of set theory as you’ll find applied to the Christian mission.

B. Bounded Sets
a. function on the principle ‘either/or’; an apple is either an apple or it is not; it cannot be partly apple and partly pear
C. Fuzzy Sets
a. have no sharp boundaries; things are fluid with no stable point of reference and with various degrees of inclusion–as when a mountain merges into the plains. 
D. Centered Sets
a. A centered set is defined by a center and the relationship of things to that center, by a movement toward it or away from it. The category of ‘Christian should be understood as a centered set… 

b. A demarcation line exists, but the focus is not on ‘maintaining the boundary’ but on reaffirming the center.”

i. Boy oh boy that last line sounds like me!

6. Another way of saying it…

A. Bounded sets would emphasis an event, closing the deal, saying the magic words
B. Fuzzy Sets would say that everyone is saved and they can each find their own path to heaven

C. Centered sets would say that it is all about relationship

a. I’m centered set

b. I believe that this fits very well within John Paul’s concept of the orbital model

c. I want us to be centered, not bounded or fuzzy set.

IV. More food for thought…

1. How do we make The Bridge - Long Island a Third Place?

A. What is a third place?

a. The third place is a term used in the concept of community building. It refers to social surroundings separate from the two usual social environments of the home and the workplace. 

b. The first place is the home and those we live with

c. The second place is the workplace, where people may actually spend most of their time. 
d. Third Places, then, are "anchors" of community life. They facilitate and foster broader and more creative interaction. 
i. All societies already have informal meeting places; what is new in modern times is the intentionality of seeking them out as vital to current societal needs.
ii. Hallmarks of a true "third place": 
· free or inexpensive; food and drink, while not essential, are important; 
· highly accessible: proximate for many (walking distance); 
· involve regulars – those who habitually congregate there

· welcoming and comfortable; both new friends and old should be found there.
· I would add to this list… wifi and music
e. Great example of a modern day, successful third place is Starbucks
B. What are the benefits of Third Place?
a. People want to be there

b. People choose to go there
C. In March 2009 John Paul challenged Bridge Pastors to transform their churches into Third Places

a. How do we make The Bridge - Long Island a third Place?
b. Food for thought….
V. Outside the Box Evangelism
1. OK, thinking way outside the church box...

A. Rob Mazza’s idea

2. Where is "community" already happening in our neighborhoods’?

A. Local Bars

B. Coffee Shops

C. Pizzeria?

3. What if… instead of trying to get them into our community (church) we entered into theirs first?

A. What if we….

a. Entered their would

b. Became their friend

c. Loved them

4. What if we sent people out in small groups
A. Minimum 2

B. Max 4-6 people

5. What if we…

A. pray before you go

B. ask for divine encounters

C. ask for signs... red shirt? limp? coughing???

D. And then love that person
a. not a project to accomplish

b. not broken to be fixed

c. or a challenge to be conqured

d. but simply loved them no strings attached

6. We let it take time - 6 months, 12 month
A. We actually become a friend

B. We enter THEIR world

C. We develop community with them

D. We become light in darkness

E. We become salt

a. We talk about dreams

i. We let them ask us to interpret their dreams

VI. Your Mission

1. I'm sending you out as sheep among wolves

2. be as wise as serpents and as innocent as doves

3. Your mission is to Live Love

4. Let your actions speak for you - don't preach

5. Listen
A.  To people
B. Listen to the Holy Spirit

6. Join THEIR community, be a friend, make friends

7. learn what is happening in the culture/community around us
8. Love as Jesus loved, eat at their house (community)
A. It’s time for some new nets, help us Lord…
VII. Ministry Time
1. Let’s Pray
A. New Nets

B. Creative ways of entering out commuity and making new friends

C. Love = time

D. Make us a Third Place
