Healing 12

Intro
· Open bibles to Mark 9:2-10
· We have been working our way through the Gospel of Mark focusing on the supernatural events of Jesus
· Healings, miracles and power encounters
· Today we’ll continue with a look at the Transfiguration from Mark 9
· A profound supernatural event in the life of Jesus

The Rest of Mark 8
· Before we dig into this, let me quickly bring you up to date
· After Jesus heals the blind man by spitting in his eye and praying for him TWICE in Mark 8:22-26…
· Three things happened

· Mark 8:27-30
· Jesus is walking with his disciples to villages around Caesarea Philippi
· On the way he asked them this question:
· “Who do people say that I am?”
· Their answer was: 
· “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
· Then Jesus asks a second question:
· “But what about you, who do you say I am?”
· Peter answers: “You are the Messiah”
· And Jesus warns them NOT to tell anyone about him.
· Take note: 
· When God asks you a question it’s not because he needs to know the answer…
· It’s because YOU need to know the answer
· Jesus’ warning is for:
· The disciple’s safety
· To contain his wildly growing popularity
· And it is not yet time for this truth to be revealed

· Mark 8:31-33
· Then Jesus began to teach his disciple
· Basically he’s revealing to them his future
· “…that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.”
· Jesus is speaking plainly to his disciples
· Without parables or analogies
· And Peter decides that this is a good time to take Jesus aside and rebuke him
· Gotta love Peter
· Let’s just say it didn’t quite work out as Peter thought it would

· Mark 8:34-38
· Then Jesus began teaching the crowd about the way of the cross
· He tells them:
· “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?
· Concerning the cross David Guzik says:
· The cross wasn't about religious ceremonies; it wasn't about traditions and spiritual feelings. The cross was a way to execute people. In these twenty centuries after Jesus, we have done a pretty good job in sanitizing and ritualizing the cross. How would we receive it if Jesus said, "Walk down death row daily and follow Me"? Taking up your cross wasn't a journey; it was a one-way trip. There was no return ticketing; it was never a round trip.
· I needed that reminder this week.
· Ok, let’s take a look at the transfiguration

The Transfiguration
· Mark 9:2-4
· After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
· Wow! 
· So much is said in those three short verses!
· The Greek word translated “transfigured” in verse 2 is metamorphoō (meta-ma-far-o)
· It’s where we get our English word metamorphous
· Vine’s Expository Dictionary defines it as:
· "to change into another form" 
· (meta, implying change, and morphe meaning form)

· Alone with his closest friends Peter, James and John…
· One commentator speculated that maybe Peter James and John we’re Jesus’ closest friends
· That maybe they were the trouble makers of the bunch and Jesus needed to keep an eye on them
· I respectfully disagree
· A top a high mountain…
· Jesus was supernaturally transformed before their very eyes
· So, what exactly happened here? 
· Matthew says that Jesus' face shone like the sun (Matthew 17:2)
· Both Matthew and Mark use the word transfigured to describe what happened to Jesus. 
· As the Greek word indicates, Jesus’ form changed
· First he appeared one way
· Then there was a change and he appeared another way

· For this brief time, Jesus took on an appearance more appropriate for the King of Glory than that of a humble man.
· He changed from an earthly form to a heavenly form
· His whole being was radiant
· Whiter than humanly possible
· A measure of God’s glory revealed 

· American pastor, Bible teacher, conference speaker and author Warren W. Wiersbe says of the transfiguration…
· "The word transfigured describes a change on the outside that comes from the inside. It is the opposite of 'masquerade,' which is an outward change that does not come from within."
· Consider this, the real miracle isn’t that Christ’s glory is revealed but that it has been contained all this time.
· That The Word became flesh is the real miracle
· It’s as if the ongoing miracle of the incarnation had been temporarily paused and his glory shined through
· Or at least a portion of it
· And if that wasn’t mind blowing enough
· Moses and Elijah make an appearance
· Representing the Law and the Prophets
· And they’re having a chat with Jesus
· Here right before their very eyes the disciples have visual proof of life beyond this earthly existence
· Moses passed some 1,400 years before
· And Elijah some 900 years before. 
· Yet here they are
· Alive, shining with the glory of God
· Talking with their friend and Lord, Jesus
· How did they know these two men were Moses and Elijah?
· That’s how it is with revelation, supernatural experiences, dreams and visions sometimes
· You just know that you know.
· And they knew
· If any doubts remained of Jesus’ divinity, they’re gone now. 
· If I’m Peter, James or John I’d probably be freaking out
· When Peter is overwhelmed his lips move…


· Mark 9:5-6
· Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters - one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
· “Lord, let’s camp right here”
· “Let’s tabernacle here and keep this thing going”
· When Peter saw Jesus in His glory he must have said to himself: 
· "All right! This is how it should be! Forget this business about suffering, being rejected, and crucified! Let's build some tabernacles so we can live this way with the glorified Jesus all the time."
· I love Peter’s passion!
· Charles Spurgeon says of Peter here:
· "Peter was openhearted, bold, enthusiastic. To my mind, there is something very lovable about Peter; and, in my opinion, we need more Peters in the church of the present day. Though they are rash and impulsive, yet there is fire in them, and there is steam in them, so that they keep us going."
· I wholeheartedly agree
· But wait, this supernatural experience wasn’t over yet, there was more…

· Mark 9:7-8
· Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
· A Cloud
· This is a biblically familiar cloud, 
· The cloud of God's glory traditionally known as the Shekinah.
· It was the pillar of cloud that stood by Israel in the wilderness
·  from Exodus 13
· It was the cloud of glory that God spoke to Israel
· from in Exodus 16
· It was from this cloud of glory that God met with Moses and others 
· Read about it in Exodus chapters 19 and 24 and Numbers 11, 12 and 16
· It was the cloud of glory that stood by the door of the Tabernacle
· in Exodus 33
· It was from this cloud that God appeared to the High Priest in the Holy Place inside the veil
· from Leviticus 16
· It was from this cloud God appeared to Solomon when the temple was dedicated, so filling the temple that the priests could not continue ministering 
· 1 Kings 8 and 2 Chronicles 5
· It was the cloud of Ezekiel's vision, filling the temple of God with the brightness of His glory 
· Ezekiel 10
· It was the cloud of glory that overshadowed Mary when she conceived Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit 
· Luke 1
· It was the cloud of glory that received Jesus into heaven at His ascension 
· Acts 1
· It was the cloud that will display the glory of Jesus Christ when He returns in triumph to this earth 
· Luke 21:27
· At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 
· God like utilizing clouds

· From this cloud the Father speaks
· He speaks to Peter, James and John
· As he speaks to ALL CREATION
· He speaks of family and love
· This is my Son, whom I love.
· And offers these simple yet profound instructions
· Listen to him
· Attend to, consider, comprehend, understand and perceive Jesus
· Jesus is THE Way, THE Truth and The Life
· Listen to him!
· John Wimber use to say that:
· “The Christian life is as easy and as difficult as this; listen and obey.”
· What an overwhelmingly amazing experience with God
· And then suddenly it’s over
· I know that feeling well
· And when it’s over they travel back don’t the mountain

· Mark 9:9-10
· As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” meant.
· Again Jesus gives instructions NOT to tell anyone
· And again Jesus references his death
· But also his resurrection
· And they are not understanding


Application
· What does this event teach us?
· That strange supernatural events are biblical
· That they are new covenant
· That God does strange God-things
· And just like Peter James and John sometimes we get to see it
· These events, these experiences can be “scary wonderful”
· Also like them we might not quite grasp what’s happening
· That sometimes Jesus will tell us to hold on to the experience and keep it private for a while
· There is a proper timing to the release of these experiences
· Much more is revealed than is to be shared
· Friends tell secrets to their friends
· God will reveal to you secrets that are meant to be kept between the two of you.
· And friends who keep secrets, hear more secrets
· It tells us that there is more
· God has so much more of Himself for us
· We have barely scratched the surface of the depths of God
· There is more beyond the natural realm
· Beyond what we can perceive with our natural senses
· The other thing we can learn from this event is that…
· These events leave a lasting impact on us
· Years later Peter would write about it in 2 Peter 1:16-18
· For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.
· These men were forever changed
· As C.S. Lewis says:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]“A man who has been in another world does not come back unchanged.”
· I’ve experienced dreams, visions, visitations from heavenly beings and I’ve been taken to heaven.
· I have been forever changes
· And I am here today to tell you that our God is no respecter of persons
· If he can do it with the likes of me, ha can surely do it with anyone of you!

Ministry Time
· Let’s pray for more supernatural events, encounters and experiences with our God

