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Intro
· Open Bibles to Galatians 2:11
· We are working our way through Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· There has been an ongoing conflict between:
· The old and the new
· The old wineskin and the new wine
· The followers of the old covenant and the followers of the new
· And today we’ll see that…
· Although the old has been replaced by the new, the old still has momentum and influence
· David Guzik’s commentary on Galatians 2 was extremely helpful in preparing today’s message.
· Read and Pray: Galatians 2:11--13

Galatians 2:11-13
When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.
· Here we see the extent of the problem
· We see just how far reaching the influence of these Jewish believers had become
· Even Peter, Barnabas and possibly James have been affected
· Concerning this Commentator David Guzik writes:
· “We don't know what it was about these certain men from James that made Peter afraid.  Perhaps they were men of very strong personality. Perhaps they were men of great prestige and influence.  Perhaps they made threats of one kind or another.  Whatever it was, the desire to cater to these legalistic Jewish Christians was so strong that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.  When these men from James came, even Barnabas treated the Gentile Christians as if they were not Christians at all!”

· This is amazing. 
· Barnabas was Paul's close and trusted friend  
· Acts 9 tells us that Barnabas stood by Paul’s side when he met the apostles for the first time (Acts 9:27)
· It was Barnabas who sought out Paul and brought him to Antioch.
· To help with the ministry there (Acts 11:25).  
· Acts 11:24 says that Barnabas, he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. 
·  Yet, even Barnabas fails this critical test
· This no doubt played a role in Paul and Barnabas’ parting ways in Acts 15
· Concerning Barnabas Bible commentator Kenneth Wuest writes:
· "The defection of Barnabas was of a far more serious nature with regard to Gentile freedom than the vacillation of Peter … Barnabas, the foremost champion of Gentile liberty next to Paul, had become a turncoat."
· “Turncoat”, ouch, powerful language!

· In Matthew 6:5-12 Jesus warned the disciples about this very thing:
When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. “Be careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

They discussed this among themselves and said, “It is because we didn’t bring any bread.”

Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why are you talking among yourselves about having no bread? Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? How is it you don’t understand that I was not talking to you about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

· The teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees is the Mosaic law.
· It is all those religious rules, regulations and traditions so common to Judaism 
· And now these Jewish Believers are working feverishly to add this yeast of the law to Jesus new covenant of grace

· Why is Paul publicly rebuking Peter?
· Because Peter had approved of Paul's gospel and ministry when Paul came to Jerusalem
· We looked at this, last time, in Galatians 2:9
· And because God used Peter himself to welcome Gentiles into Christianity without the precondition of becoming Jews
· We looked this as well
· Peter’s vision at the beginning of Acts 10
· When the Holy Spirit feel on the Gentiles at Cornelius’ house at the end Acts 10
· And in his report to the other Apostles in Acts 11
· So, here we have Peter…
· After all he has seen and experienced…
· Is hypocritically yielding under the weight of religious/political pressure
· And Paul is calling him on it – publicly

· So, what happened?
· The text reveals it to us in verse 12:
· For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group.
· When Paul went to Jerusalem everything was fine
· Peter and Paul were in agreement concerning grace 
· Specifically, with welcoming Gentiles into the church without bringing them under the Law of Moses
· But when Peter went to Antioch
· Paul’s home church
· It was a different story
· Now Peter refused to associate with the Gentile Christians
· Because certain Jewish believers had arrived from Jerusalem
· This is the fear of man and people pleasing
· Pure and simple
· You see…
· Peter knew they, the Jewish Believers, would be "offended" at his fellowship with Gentiles
· Those who had not come under the Law of Moses.  
· Because in their eyes, these uncircumcised Gentiles were not really Christians at all
· So, to please them and avoid a conflict
· Peter treated these Gentile Christians as if they were not Christians at all.

· Another reason this was so serious is because it involved the issue of eating together.
· Before the Jewish believers arrived, Peter would share a meal with the Gentiles
· But now he avoids them
· Some commentators, like Morris, Luther and Poole, all believe that this is a reference to something greater than meal time
· They seem to think this is about sharing communion together
· That Peter actually refused to have communion with the Gentile believers once the Jewish believers arrived
· It was hypocritical, plain and simple
· He shared communion with the Gentiles and then he didn’t…
· To save face with the these “certain men from James”
· And Paul calls Peter on it

Galatians 2:13
The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.
· And so, the yeast spreads
· Peter is a man of great influence
· And influence is a double-edged sword
· It cuts both ways
· For good or for ill

· Peter yields to the religious/political pressure
· And others follow his lead
· Even Barnabas

· This was a much bigger deal than just Peter and Barnabas!  
· Peter compromised, acting as if the Gentile Christians were not Christians at all.  
· Then Barnabas followed his example 
· Then the rest of the Jews at the church in Antioch followed Peter and Barnabas.
· Verse 13 says: The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy
· This is a very big deal
· It’s a serious threat to the gospel of grace 
· At the church’s earliest stages of development
· This religious cancer was spreading fast and needed to be dealt with and dealt with fast!

· People, listen to me…
· The early church was messy
· It had some serious issues
· And Paul is addressing a big one head on

Galatians 2:14
When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?
· Verse 11 tells us that this was a face to face confrontation
· “I opposed him to his face”
· Here in verse 14 we’re told that the confrontation took place publicly 
· “in front of them all”
· Statements like these make me wonder how it was that Paul was ever falsely accused of being a people pleaser?

· This is the old Peter we’re seeing
· The Peter before Pentecost
· This is the Peter that rebuked Christ, telling him NOT to go to the cross
· This is the Peter who took his eyes off of Jesus and began to sink
· This is the Peter who denied even knowing Jesus to a servant girl on the night Jesus was arrested

· Peter knew better, he was just afraid
· Paul is driving home this point so forcefully…
· Why? 
· So, that the Jewish believes can NOT claim to have the Apostle Peter’s support

· What a scene this must have been! 
· There they are, at the church of Antioch potluck.  
· The Gentile Christians have just been asked to leave, 
· Or are told to sit in their own section away from the "real" Christians.  
· Or at the very least shunned by the Jewish Believers
· Peter - the honored guest - goes along with all this.  
· Barnabas - the man who led many of the Gentiles to Jesus! - goes along with all this.  
· The rest of the Jews in the church at Antioch go along with all this.  
· But Paul won't stand for it, why? 
· Because this is a brutal insult to the Gentile Christians, 
· And, just as important, it is a public denial of the truth of the gospel, 
· So, Paul confronts Peter in a public way.

· It must have been hard for Paul, knowing who Peter was.  
· Peter was certainly the most prominent of all the disciples  
· Peter was the clear spokesman for the apostles, 
· And probably, at that time, the most prominent Christian in the whole world

· And remember…
· This was before any of Paul's missionary journeys; 
· Before he was an apostle of great prominence.  
· At this point, Paul was far more famous for who he was before he was a Christian
· A terrible persecutor of the church
· Than he was for who he was as a Christian.

· It must have been hard, knowing who was in agreement with Peter.  
· First, Paul had the strong, domineering personalities of the certain men from James.  
· Then, Barnabas, who was probably his best friend.  
· Finally, Paul had the rest of the Jews. 
· Paul was in the minority on this issue
· It was him and all the Gentile Christians against all the Jewish Christians!

· As hard as this was, Paul still did it, why?  
· Because he knew what was at stake.  
· This wasn't a matter of personal conduct
· Or private, personal sin on Peter's part.  
· If it were, this would have been handled privately  
· No, this was vastly more serious than that
· This was a matter about the truth of the gospel, 
· The truth concerning just how someone is made right before God

· Some battles are not worth fighting
· This one clearly is.
· And this is what Paul says to Peter: (verse 14b)
· “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?

· First Paul reminds Peter that he himself did not live under strict obedience to the Law of Moses.  
· "Hey Pete, you eat bacon and ham and lobster. 
· You don't keep a kosher diet.  
· Yet now, before these visitors, these certain men … from James, 
· now you act as if you keep these laws all the time. 
· What’s up with that?"

· What a scene this must have been
· They had all been having a good time, until Paul spoils the party.  
· He probably wasn't shouting, but he obviously spoke with authority and conviction.  
· And as he tells everyone that Peter doesn't live under the Law of Moses, the certain men … from James look amazed.  
· Their jaws drop!  
· "What?  Peter, the most prominent of all the apostles, Peter doesn't live under the Law of Moses?  
· Peter eats bacon and lobster?  
· Peter eats with Gentiles?"  
· As for Peter, his face gets red, his heart beats faster, and he just feels sick to his stomach. 
· Probably – I’m guessing
· Everyone else just feels awkward and wishes the whole problem would go away.

· Now get this - In 2 Corinthians 10:10 Paul writes of himself:
· For some say, “His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing.”
· Paul was not a physically imposing figure
· And some apparently didn’t think he was a dynamic public speaker
· But he was bold and clear on this day

Application
· In Romans 12:18 Paul wrote:
· If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
· I complete agree with Paul
· Yet here in Galatians 2 we can see that there are times when we must take a stand
· When we must step up and speak up
· May we have wisdom of God to know the difference

· I remember a time when the Holy Spirit began to move in a church
· And the very leaders who hired me now passionately opposed me
· They wanted me to shut down the work of the Spirit because they didn’t like how the Spirit was working in our midst
· They didn’t like messy
· I had a choice
· People please and hopefully save my job
· Or stand by my convictions of what I knew actually was God at work among us
· It was as much a test for me as it was for them
· I took my stand and I have no regrets
· I’d do it again

Let’s Pray
· Lord grant us wisdom to know when to stand and when to yield
· Give us a rock-solid revelation of grace
· And may we never submit again to a religious yoke of slavery to performance based Christianity
· Lord, set us free and help us live in freedom

Ministry Time
· Does anybody have a word of knowledge?
