Gifts of the Spirit 10

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

2. Gifts of the Spirit 1& 2 
A. Laid a solid biblical foundation for the series

3. Gifts of the Spirit 3, 4 & 5
A. We looked at the Gifts of Discernment: The Eyes of God
a. The Word of Wisdom
b. Word of Knowledge
c. and Discernment of Spirits

4. Gifts of the Spirit 6, 7 & 8
A. We looked at the Gifts of Power: The Hand of God
a. Faith and Healing and Miracles

5. Gifts of the Spirit 9
A. We began looking at The Gifts of Speech: The Mouth of God
a. They include Prophecy, Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues
b. So far, in this category we’ve looked at the Gift of Prophecy
B. We Defined it:
a. The Gift of Prophecy is the special ability that God gives to people so that they can supernaturally receive and communicate a message from God.
C. Explained its Purpose:
a. The gift of prophecy is clearly and specifically defined in 1 Corinthians 14:3 “…the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.”
D. Described How it Works:
a. Prophetic Styles
i. Influenced by modeling, culture, denomination and gifting.
b. Five Parts
i. Receive Revelation from God
ii. Interpret for Understanding
iii. Translate it to the Culture
iv. Communicate in Love
v. Leave ownership with the Recipient
· All 5 steps can happen in seconds
c. Basic Guidelines (including)
i. Remember the Golden Rule
ii. Don’t violate love or freedom
E. Offered some Biblical Examples:
a. Agabus in Acts 11:27-30
i. Prophesying practical strategy to help feed the poor
b. Peter’s Vision in a trance in Acts 10:9-20
i. Altering the course of Christianity
c. Jeremiah 18:1-6
i. God uses a normal, everyday, cultural activity to speak in a metaphoric, parabolic and prophetic word to Jeremiah about the nation.

6. Last Week 
A. Marked one year that we’ve been here and I took a break from the series to offer a year in review.

7. Today: The Gift of Tongues
A. We’ll Define it
B. Explain its Purpose
C. How it Works
D. Offer some Biblical Examples
E. We’ll end with ministry time
a. If you have spiritual eyes that see and ears that hear please begin listening to the Holy Spirit now.

8. Read and Pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
A. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
B. I’m preaching this series for two main reasons?
a. To help foster healthier, clearer and more intimate communication between you and God.
b. And by that help you do what God has called you to do more effectively.

II Define The Gift of Tongues:
1. Question:
A. How many of you have ever spoken in tongues?
B. How many have never experienced this gift?

2. The Gift of Tongues is the special ability God gives to certain members of the body of Christ:
A. To speak to God in a language they have never learned and/or
B. To receive and communicate an immediate message from God to his people through a divinely anointed utterance in a language they never learned.

3. The Gift of Tongues is the spontaneous Spirit-inspirited speaking, where the normal voice organs are used but the conscience mind plays no part.
A. The language spoken or sung is unknown to the speaker.
B. The Gift of tongues is a prayer language that only God understands.

III Purpose of The Gift of Tongues:
1. Edification
A. The main purpose for the gift of tongues, whether for public or private use is edification.
B. In 1 Corinthians 14:3-5 Saint Paul states:
a. “But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.”
b. The Greek word here for edify means:
i. Build up, restore, repair and to promote growth. 
ii. I don’t know about you but I could use more of all of that in my life.
c. I’ve found that often the fruit of this edification is an increased ability to focus on the Lord and what He’s doing.
i. Sometimes speaking in tongues helps me tune into God’s frequency.

2. Useful in Prayer and Intercession
A. Romans 8:26 “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.”
B. It is an effective way to pray when I just don’t know how to pray.

3. Effective in Spiritual Warfare
A. I have found the gift of tongues helpful in spiritual warfare.
a. During times of personal conflict
b. When ministering to others
c. Especially in deliverance – casting out demons.

4. Worship
A. As an expression of private or corporate worship and praise to God.
a. Often seen it flow from the end of worship song
b. Personally, this is my favorite use of the gift
B. Tongues can be used for praise
a. A spiritual love language if you will.
b. Sometimes used when one is lost in the wonder, love and praise of God - when human words or inadequate or exhausted.
C. When used as an expression of worship and praise tongues do not require interpretation because they are communication to God not men.

5. Prophetic
A. Sometime a prophetic word is spoken in tongues and this needs to be interpreted so those present can understand.
B. 1 Corinthians 14:26-28
a. 26 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two - or at the most three - should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.
b. So, I’ve been in meetings where after worship, as silence falls upon the room, someone speaks out in tongues.
i. The usual response is to wait quietly for someone else to speak out the prophetic interpretation. 
ii. Obviously, this practice is more common in Charismatic or Pentecostal circles.

IV How Does the Gift of Tongues Work?
1. How do you receive the Gifts of Tongues?
A. You ask God for it and he gives it to you.
B. Someone asks God on your behalf and he gives it to you.
C. It spontaneously emerges at times of great or intense anointing.

2. Weird Gimmicks
A. Over the years I’ve seen well intentioned, but misguided people utilize odd gimmicks to try to get people to speak in tongues.
a. For example: say the Lord’s Prayer or some other phase repeatedly as fast as you can.
B. This push seemed to be driven by a misinterpretation of Jesus’ words in Mark 16:17
a. “17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”
C.  That every individual person must speak in tongues
a. Therefore if this sign does not accompany you, then you do not believe
b. Therefore you are not a believer – not a true Christian
D. It erroneously became the litmus test of spirit filled believers
a. If you wanted to be in the club you spoke in tongues
i. Otherwise you were out.
E. In my humble opinion this is a mistake and here’s clearly why.
a. 1 Corinthians 12:27-31
i. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. And yet I will show you the most excellent way.
b. The obviously implied answer is NO
i. As the chapter clearly communicates we are one body with many parts all functioning is various ways.
ii. The Gifts of Tongues is not THE sign or evidence that you are a believer, it is A sign that you are.
F. This seemed to be a much bigger deal in Charismatic and Pentecostal circles a couple of decades ago
a. Thankfully it seems to have simmered down and isn’t much of an issue in the church currently.

3. Personal Experience
A. First pre-christian exposure
a. Mom and Robert praying
B. I was exposed to others praying in this way
a. They were normal people and I trusted them
i. It added credibility for me.
C. In a beginner’s bible study course called the Life in the Spirit Seminar
a. Fifth week they gave us an opportunity to give our lives to Christ and they prayed for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
i. They laid hands on me and I spoke in tongues
· It felt like it bubbled up from inside my chest.
ii. Out of the Heart the mouth speaks
· I’d just invited Jesus in my heart.
iii. That was 37 years ago on July 1, 1976

4. Personal Observations
A. As prayer or praise it can operate at will
a. I can turn it on and off
b. Demonstrate
B. As a prophetic utterance, like all revelation, it must be imitated by God.
a. We can’t expect to open our mouths any time we want to and expect an interpretation that when interpreted will be significant to those present.
i. There must be anointing
C. Can be spoken or sung or both.
a. One into the other
D. Often difficult for intellectuals and academics to embrace this gift.
a. The purely spiritual and non-soulish function of the gift makes it challenging for those who have cultivated their minds to experience it.
b. It’s hard for them to let go of the conscience mind aspect of it and just let it happen.
c. For this reason some have rejected and even forbidden this spiritual gift. 
d. However scriptures says in 1 Corinthians 14:39-40
i. 39 Therefore, my brothers and sisters - be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.

II Biblical Examples of the Gift of Tongues
1. Acts 2:1-4
A. “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
B. The Holy Spirit came upon the believers in a powerful way.
a. Sound filled the house
b. Something that seemed to be tongues of fire separated and rested on them
c. And they spoke in tongues 
C. Because of verses 5-8 some commentators want to argue if this was a gift of speaking or hearing:
a. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?
b. Personally, I think they’re straining out gnats and swallowing camels.
i. The weight on this story is that the Holy Spirit came just as Jesus promised.
ii. One expression of many at Pentecost was the gifts of tongues.

2. 1 Corinthians 14
A. Seven times in 1 Corinthians 14 Saint Paul makes reference to the gift of tongues
a. Twice in verse 5, verse 6, 18, 22, 23 and 39
b. He’s giving commentary and instruction for it’s use in the church at Corinth.
B. Included is this bold declaration in verse 18
a. “I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.”
C. The Spiritual Gift of Tongues is clearly biblical
a. I encourage you to read and study the chapter for yourself.

3. Next Week: 
A. David Ruis will be with us
B. The following week we’ll look at The Gift of Interpreting Tongues

III Ministry Time
1. Everybody Please Stand
A. Let’s Pray
