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Intro
· Open Bibles to Mark 5

· We have been going through Mark’s Gospel taking a look at how Jesus healed the sick
· So far in Mark’s Gospel Jesus has healed people in various ways
· Cast out a demon (1:25)
· Rebuked a fever (1:31)
· Word of command “I am willing, be clean” (1:41)
· He forgave sin (2:5)
· Last week we looked at how Jesus healed a man’s shrivelled hand on the Sabbath from Mark 3:1-6
· In Mark 3:5 Jesus said to the man…
· “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.”

· Today
· We’re going to take a look at Jesus’ encounter with a demonized man in Mark 5:1-20
· But first let me briefly fill in the gaps between Mark 3:7 and Mark 5:1
· We’ll have time for words of knowledge at the end
· Please be listening now

· After Jesus healed the man with the shrivelled hand in Mark 3:1-6…
· People from across the region began to follow Jesus
· So many that Mark 3:9-10 tells us that:
· “Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from crowding him. For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him.”
· Jesus goes on to appoint 12 disciples 
· In Mark 3:13-19
· And finished up chapter 3 with confrontation
· First with his family
· They said he was out of his mind in verse 21
· Then with the teachers of the law
· Who claimed he was demonized in verse 22
· Isn’t the ministry fun!

· Most of Mark 4 is comprised of Jesus’ teaching parables
· The parable of the sower (v1-20)
· The lampstand (v21-25)
· The scattered seeds (v26-29)
· And the Parable of the mustard seed (v30-32)
· This teaching portion concludes with these words:
· “With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.” ~ Mark 4:33-34
· Mark 4 ends with Jesus calming a storm
· Verse 35 is transitional
· That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”
· Change is at hand
· They are transitioning to a new location
· And there is opposition
· Such a terrible storm arises that these seasoned fisherman fear for their lives
· First Jesus calms the storm
· Then he calms his disciples 
· The chapter ends with the disciples asking:
· “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” ~ Mark 4:41
· Which brings us to chapter 5 and today’s main text
· Let’s take it a few of verses at a time
Mark 5:1-5
· They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. (ga-da-ray-nos) When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him. This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.
· I find it interesting
· First a furious storm as they crossed the lake
· And now an encounter with a severely demonized man as soon as Jesus gets out of the boat.
· Sounds like spiritual warfare
· A clash of kingdoms - light vs darkness
· And as we can see this poor man is in very bad shape
· Lived among the dead (tombs)
· Exhibited superhuman strength
· Cried out day and night
· And he cut himself
· Luke 8:27 tells us that…
· For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs
· This poor man has been tormented for quite some time
· All that is about to change

Mark 5:6-8
· When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!”
· I find it sobering that the demons knew better who Jesus was than his own family or those religious experts the Pharisees
· I’m reminded of Philippians 2:10-11
· “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
· What we see happening here is that the manifest presence of God in the bodily form of Christ Jesus disrupts the atmosphere
· It alters the spiritual environment
· Light displaces darkness
· And from a distance the demons in this man ran, and fell on their knees before Jesus
· Jesus tells the impure spirit to come out of the man
· And the demon shouts back at the top of his voice
· The power encounter continues in the next few verses

Mark 5:9-10
· Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” “My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.
· In this instance Jesus asks the demon for it’s name
· Sometimes it’s helpful to know what you’re dealing with when casting out a demon
· Just bear in mind, they lie
· Begging to stay in the area makes me wonder if there are geographic demonic territories
· In our travels I’ve noticed spiritual strongholds over areas:
· NY: Fear
· WV: Poverty
· WA: Depression
· TX: Religious Spirit
· Nonetheless, this legion of demons are fighting a losing battle 
· Even as they make a last second desperate plea

Mark 5:11-13
· A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. The demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” He gave them permission, and the impure spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.
· And so this man is set free
· Delivered in dramatic fashion!
· Unclean demons into unclean pigs
· at least to the Hebrews
· Now what about those pigs?
· Why did Jesus let the demons go into the pigs and drown?
· I think it could have been to reveal the true nature of these demons
· Death
· For all to see 
· In John 10:10 Jesus said:
· The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
· These demons wanted to destroy this man just as surely as they killed those pigs
· And in dramatic fashion that is revealed for all to see

Mark 5:14-16
· Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man - and told about the pigs as well. 
· Word spread far and wide
· And it spread quickly!
· Word got out and people came to see for themselves what had happened
· And just what did they find?
· A man who was once naked, demonized and out of control completely changed
· With Jesus
· Sitting
· Dressed
· And in his right mind
· Now THAT’s a demonstration of the Kingdom of God
· A demonstration of the dynamic rule and reign of God over the enemy and his deeds
· God showed up with power and everything changed
· Verse 15 tells us the people were afraid

Mark 5:17 says
· Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.
· Plead is a strong word meaning to: to beg, entreat, or beseech
· Odd that they were ok with this demonized man in their region but not Jesus
· Sometimes when God shows up and moves on people with unexpected power…
· Other people just don’t like it
· Some people want less of God
· Some people don’t want the presence of God at all
· So, they ask Jesus to leave the region
· And he does

Mark 5:18-20
· As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.
· Jesus goes to leave and not surprisingly the formerly demonized man wants to go with him
· Wouldn’t you?
· This captive has been set free
· He is eternally grateful to his liberator!
· But oddly, Jesus has other plans for him
· Jesus gives him a mission:
· Go home to your own people
· Tell them how much the Lord has done for you
· And how he has had mercy on you
· I can’t help but notice the absence of a discipleship program
· Or bible college
· Make no mistake, I’ll all for discipleship
· But all this guy got was one encounter with God before he is sent out
· The man was set free and instantly became an agent of freedom
· He had an encounter with Jesus that set him free
· And he was sent to tell others all about it
· And that’s exactly what he did!
· Verse 20
· So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.
· So, he answered the call
· He did what Jesus told him to do
· He told people how much Jesus had dome for him
· He effectively shared his story “in the Decapolis”
· That means 10 cities
· Man, I bet he told that story the rest of his life
· Maybe thousands of times!
· “Here I was, filled with a legion of demons, living is the cemetery, naked, and just crazy and then… and then, I see Jesus!”
· “And all were amazed” 
· KJV says marveled
· Others say astonished!
· It’s a pretty amazing story!
· Man, that’s awesome!!

So what can we learn from this experience
· Let’s go back to the end of chapter 4
· He gave directions to his disciple
· He told his disciples they were going to the other side (Mark 4:35)
· And they did (on, over, under or through that water)
· So will we
· So will you

· Jesus calmed a storm
· Guys, there will be storms on the journey
· They encountered a life threatening storm on the way (Mark 4:37)
· Jesus calmed the storm (Mark 4:39)
· Then He calmed his disciple (Mark 4:40)
· He will calm us and our storms as well

· Could there be a connection between the storm that almost killed them on the lake…
·  and the demon possessed man on the shore?
· I think so

· Might we encounter demonic resistance and attack as we enter into the changes and transitions God has in store for us?
· Yeah, we just might
· I told you, verse 35 of chapter 4 was transitional
· That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”
· Change was at hand
· Transitioning from one location to another
· Sometimes, it seems, storms or demonic attack come when we take new ground
· What else can we learn?

· People who encounter the power of God can be very effective witnesses
· Information is good
· So is encounter
· Never underestimate the power of a personal encounter with the living God
· There is power in your story
· Hey, I love to do research
· But I’ll take an encounter with God anytime!
 
· If Jesus was asked to leave, we might be too
· It’s sad but true that not everyone wants the power of God
· Whole denominations have made that decision
· Denominations that were birthed out of a move of the Spirit now reject the Spirit
· I don’t understand it either
· As for me and my house, we will follow the Lord

· And finally,
· Light defeats darkness
· Every time
· Even if it’s a legion of darkness
· Truly, greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the world. (1 John 4:4)

OK, Let’s Practice
· Words of Knowledge
· Prayer for Healing
· Final song
· End with Prayer

