Healing 15 

Intro
· Open your bibles to Mark 16:15-20
· This is my last message in my series on Healing
· We have been using Mark’s Gospel as a road map looking as the healings, signs, wonders, miracles and supernatural events in Jesus’ life.
· In Healing 14 we looked at the healing of blind Bartimaeus
· That is the last healing recorded in Mark’s Gospel
· This morning I’ll conclude the series 
· With a look at Mark’s version of the Great Commission
· Read and Pray Mark 16:15-20
 
15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” 19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.

Note:
· Some of your bibles might have a disclaimer stating something like this:
· “The earliest manuscripts and some other ancient witnesses do not have verses 9–20”
· It’s a topic and question worth fully exploring
· But not today
· But, let me say this:
· For me, I have confidence that these verses were worth including
· Noted Greek scholar A.T. Robertson wrote: 
· "It is difficult to believe that Mark ended his Gospel with verse 8 unless he was interrupted. A leaf or column may have been torn off at the end of the papyrus roll."
· Ladies had gone to Jesus’ tomb to anoint his body with burial spices
· They find the tomb empty and an angel appears
· The angel tells them that Jesus has risen and to go tell the disciples and Peter
· Verse 8 states: 
· “Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.”
· An awkward and incomplete end of the gospel narrative to say the least 
· But more importantly, 
· The earliest testimony we presently have, from writers like Irenaeus and others, argues that the earliest Christians accepted verses 9-20 of Mark 16 as genuine.
· Anyway, moving on 

Context of verses 15-20
· This is after Jesus’ arrest, crucifixion, death and resurrection
· These are the final instructions of Jesus to his disciples as recorded in Mark’s Gospel
· This represents Mark’s account of what is commonly called “The Great Commission”
· Where we, the followers of Jesus, are commissioned to carry on his mission
· To do what Jesus did
· The proclamation and the demonstration of the kingdom of God


Verse 15: The Proclamation
· He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.
· The proclamation of the kingdom is to be made world wide
· To every nation, tribe and tongue
· That works continues around the world to this day

Verses 17-18: The Demonstration
· And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”
· Again and again we saw in Mark’s gospel where Jesus demonstrated the Kingdom of God by healing the sick, cast out demons, raised the dead and much more
· Here he commissions us to do the same
· A word concerning snakes and poison
· Saint Paul survived a snake bite that should have killed hi, will no ill effect whatsoever in Acts 28
· I know of no biblical accounts of someone drinking poison
· In the context of the verse, I believe Jesus is referring to the dangers the disciple might face while spreading the gospel around the world.
· In my opinion, the reference to snakes and poison in verse 18 was never intended to be a test or measure of someone’s faith
· Rest assured, there will never be snake handling as part of a Charlottetown Vineyard Sunday Morning Service
· Verses 15-18 are all about Jesus passing the baton to the disciples
· That they would take up the mission to proclaim and demonstrate the Kingdom


Verse 20 The disciples accepted the mission
· Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.
· Like Jesus they too proclaimed and demonstrated the Kingdom of God
· They preached the good news of the Gospel
· With sings and wonders following
· Healing the sick, casting out demons, raising the dead and more
· Read through Acts of the Apostles and you’ll see the recorded history of this fact

What about us?
· Will we accept the mission as well?
· Now it is our turn to carry the baton in the cosmic relay throughout the ages
· Passed down from generation to generation
· It is now our turn to advance the Kingdom of God with both proclamation and demonstration
· My whole purpose these past 3 months was not some history lesson on the words and works of Jesus
· But application
· That we too might see those words and works active in our very lives
· And I must say that I am extremely proud of you
· Week after week many of you have chosen to risk
· To take a leap of faith and try
· And to date we have seen many accurate words of knowledge
· And many have been healed
· Well done!
· Now, let’s keep on “doin the stuff”
· As John Wimber use to say

· Let me conclude this series by filling in a significant detail not recorded here at the end of Mark’s Gospel
· Absolutely essential instructions if we too hope to live the words and works of Jesus
· If we hope to Proclaim and Demonstrate the Kingdom of God
· Open your bibles to Acts 1:1-11
· Here we find The Gospel author “Luke the Physician” writing to Theophilus
· We’re not sure who Theophilus was.
· He might have been a Christian wanting instruction.  
· He might have been a Roman official being briefed by Luke about the history of the Christian movement; 
· Or the name could be symbolic, 
· Because the name Theophilus means “Friend of God” or "God-lover."
· Theo = God
· Philios = Friend

Acts 1:1-3
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
· At one time The Gospel of Luke and Acts of the Apostles were considered one book in two volumes
· Verses 1-3 are transitional verses
· From the Story of Jesus’ life and ministry to the lives and ministries of the first century church
· Next we’ll see the missing instructions I referred to:



Acts 1:4-5
4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
· Profoundly significant instruction – COMMAND!
· Wait for the gift
· The gift my Father promised
· Which you’ve heard me speak about
· The baptism of the Holy Spirit
· A baptism different from John’s baptism of repentance

Acts 1:6-7
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.
· God bless the disciples, they STILL don’t get it
· They are STILL looking for an earthly kingdom to displace their Roman oppressors
· Jesus gives them a non-answer answer and returns to his instructions
· To his COMMAND 

Acts 1:8
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
· What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
· It is the power of God
· It is the life and presence of our ALMIGHTY, ALL POWERFUL God living inside of us!
· It is indeed empowerment for ministry
· But so much more
· It is empowerment for intimacy with God
· It is the empowerment for a relationship with God akin to the relationship between Jesus and the Father
· It is empowerment and enablement to be one with God the Father as Jesus is one with God the Father
· It is the answer to Jesus’ high priestly prayer in John 17:20-23  when he asked…
· 20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - 23 I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”
· It is empowerment to, like Jesus, only do what you see the Father doing
· It is empowerment for eyes that see and ears that hear
· It is empowerment to be like Jesus
· It is not optional
· It is essential
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It is not suggested by Jesus
· It is commanded by Jesus
· And it is available to all of us.

My Baptism in the Holy Spirit
· July 1, 1976
· Basement of Good Shepherd elementary school
· Brooklyn, NY
· Me and four of my close friends
· Including Robert my brother
· And Frankie my best friend 
· 5th Week of Life in the Spirit Seminar
· A 7 week, Catholic Charismatic, beginner’s bible study
· We were given an opportunity to accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior
· And to receive prayer for the baptism, of the Holy Spirit
· 18 years before the Toronto Blessing 
· Me and all my friends we’re overwhelmed with Holy laughter
· Literally falling off our chairs onto the floor laughing under the power of the Holy Spirit
· And… we spoke in tongues
· It was transformation
· The pivot point of my life
· Nothing as ever been the same for me.
· I have not one regret

Acts 1:9-11
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
· Jesus ascends to Heaven having not only commissioned the work of the Kingdom to us but…
· He has also empowered us to carry out that great commission until his return

Application
· In order to fulfill the Great Commission, the disciples needed the baptism of the Holy Spirit
· In order to proclaim and demonstrate the Kingdom of God, the disciples needed the baptism of the Holy Spirit
· In order to do the words and works of Jesus, the disciples needed the baptism of the Holy Spirit
· And guess what, so do we.
· We’ll offer an opportunity for that shortly

· Do we have any words of knowledge this morning?
· Anybody?

· John Please come up and lead us in a final song
· If you have never received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, please come up and we will pray for you this morning
