Pentecost 2016

Intro
· Open Bibles to Acts 2:1-4
· Last Week we finished an extended series of messages on the Gospel of John.
· The series covered 21 chapters in 75 messages over 2 ½ years
· Over the next few weeks I will be sharing some one-of messages that have been on my heart for a while now.
· But this morning, seeing as it is Pentecost Sunday, I want to speak a bit about Pentecost
· Read and Pray: Acts 2:1-4

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

· I’ll address the text shortly but first some history.

What is Pentecost?
· Pentecost is one of the great holy days of the Church. 
· Though not nearly as well known or popular Christmas or Easter…
· For Christians it holds profound significance 
· It marks the out pouring of the Holy Spirit on the disciples 
· And their transformation from frightened, and confused people hiding from the religious rulers of the day…
· To men who would face martyrdom, laying down their very lives for the Jesus they loved and the faith they held so dear.

· The word Pentecost
· It comes from the Greek word 'Pentekostos' (pen-tay- kos-tay)
· Which literally means: “Fifty”
· Christians did not invent the phrase Pentecost or “fiftieth day.” 
· Rather, they borrowed it from Greek-speaking Jews who used the phrase to refer to a Jewish holiday. 
· This holiday was known as the Festival of Weeks, or, more simply, Weeks 
· Called Shavuot (sha-vot) in Hebrew. 
· This name comes Leviticus 23:16, which instructs people to count seven weeks or “fifty days” from the end of one festival to the beginning of the next
· Pentecost is the 50th day after the Sabbath of the Feast of First Fruits

· The Feast of Weeks (or Pentecost) is one of seven feasts God gave to Moses on Mount Sinai in Leviticus 23
· Those seven feasts are:
· Passover
· Unleavened Bread
· First Fruits
· Pentecost
· Trumpets 
· Atonement: Yom Kippur
· Tabernacles: Sukkot

· So, the Feast of Pentecost occurred 50 days AFTER the Firstfruits festival
· It celebrated the end of the grain harvest
· The primary focus of the festival was gratitude to God for the harvest. 
· Jesus is THE firstfruit!
· Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on Easter is the first fruit of many who would follow after him.
· Those who would also have everlasting life.
· This is specifically what Paul is referring to when he writes in his first letter to the Corinthians, chapter 15, verses 20-23 (NASB)
But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming

Pentecost in Church Tradition:
· The Apostolic Constitutions of the 4th century speak of the Pentecost feast lasting a week. 
· In the Western Church the vigil of Pentecost became second only to the Easter Vigil in importance. 
· Eventually in the West, Pentecost became a Sunday set aside for baptisms. 
· One early church practice was the scattering of rose pedals from church ceilings to symbolizes tongues of fire falling on the faithful.
· In Britain and Ireland Pentecost was celebrated as “Whitsun” (whit-sin) or “Whitsuntide”
· The term Pentecost has become more common in the West
· But traditionally the churches in the UK celebrated it as “Whitsun” short for 'White Sunday'. 
· This is because, as I just mentuioned, Pentecost was traditionally a day for baptisms
· and those being baptised would wear white. 
· Another explanation is that it derives from the Anglo-Saxon word 'wit', meaning “verbal cleverness” or “understanding” as in “witty”
· In other words… Pentecost was when God poured out the wisdom of the Spirit.
· Ephesians 1:17
· I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.

· As New Covenant Followers of Jesus Pentecost is the fulfilment of one of God’s greatest promises to us.
· A promise that was repeated many times in scripture
· Let me mention a few…
· The Prophet Joel in Joel 2:28
· I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
· Peter references this very text in Acts 2:5-21
· Verse 5-8, 11-13
· Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? …(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs - we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
· Peter responds in verses 14-21
· Included in his response are the verse from Joel
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

“‘In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.
I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
· John The Baptist in Mark 1:4-8
· And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
· John the Baptist
· Last of the Old Covenant Prophets
· Prophesied that Jesus would baptise us with the Holy Spirit

· Jesus himself promised the Holy Spirit many times:
· Jesus speaking with his disciples in the upper room:
· And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever - the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. (John 14:16-17)
· “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. (John 14:25-26)
· “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father - the Spirit of truth - who goes out from the Father - he will testify about me. (John 15:26)
· But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. (John 16:7)
· “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” (John 16:12-15)

· Jesus just prior to his assentation into Heaven:
· On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4-5)
· All of these promises, every single one of them were fulfilled on the day of Pentecost

Back to our main text: Acts 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
· Luke tells of three distinct experiences.
· There was wind...
· Or more specifically there was…
· a sound like the blowing of a violent wind
· Was there an actual wind blowing or…
· A sound reminiscent of a violent blowing wind?
· It could be the fact that the Greek word used here for wind pnoē (na-aye) also means “Breathe of Life”
· The main point here is that something supernatural happened.
· God showed up in a powerful way
· A way that could not be ignored.
· Bare in mind, breath or wind is a common symbol for the Spirit of God. 
· Ezekiel 37 tells the story of the prophet's vision of a valley of dry bones which come together…
· When the 'breath' of God enters them…
· They come to life and stand on their feet. 
· The Pentecost wind represents the power of God bringing life to the 'dry bones' of God’s sons and daughters.
· ...and there were tongues of fire...
· They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them
· Were there actual flicking flames that are being described as a “tongues of fire”
· Or some spiritual light on/over each of those gathered?
· Does it matter?
· Luke is utilizing descriptive language to paint us a verbal picture of events.
· Again, this is a supernatural event
· And remember, Jesus did tell his disciples:
· "I am the light of the world." In John 8:12
· "You are the light of the world" in Matthew 5:14
· The appearance of “tongues of fire” on Pentecost seem to indicate that the same light that was on/in Jesus is now been imparted to the disciples
· Now the disciples will go and do what Jesus did.
· ...and there were other languages.
· All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
· There's debate about speaking in tongues.
· Some scholars think that Luke was referring to an experience of 'glossalalia' or speaking in tongues 
· An ecstatic outpouring of praise in an unknown language. 
· Others point out that what the disciples said seems to have been understood by their hearers.
· Was the supernatural event one of speaking on the disciple’s part
· Or one of hearing on the listener’s part?
· Since the promise was for the believers
· And the tongues of fire were over their heads…
· I lean toward the miracle being in the speaking over the hearing
· Either way, the nature of the original experience has been questioned throughout church history
· But in Luke's telling the main point is clear:
· That it breaks down barriers between people.
· And fosters clear communication
· It’s the exact opposite of the Tower of Babel story in Genesis 11
· There the people tried to make their way to God
· Here God comes to people
· The first event had confused communications
· Pentecost clarifies communication between people
· At Pentecost, this Babel confusion is reversed.


Pentecost truly is the church’s birthday
· In no small way Pentecost marks the birth of the Church.
· It marks the beginning of Christianity as a movement filled with the presence and the power of God 
· Pentecost truly commemorates a watershed event in Christian history. 
· When Peter preached after being filled with the spirit… 
· Scripture tells us that afterwards, around 3,000 people believed and were baptised.
· And the church had it’s beginning
· It also marks a dramatic shift in our faith is lived
· No longer is there need for mediators between God and man.
· People no longer priest nor prophet to come to God
· Because God has come to them
· This carries profound implications to this very day!

What does all this mean for us today?
· For Modern day Pentecostals or Charismatic, or Spirit-filled Christians, it means…
· Not only an emphasise on the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
· And an embracing of an experiential faith journey
· But something much more profound
· It means that we don’t have a God far away
· A God up in heaven somewhere
· But a God not only with us…
· We have God in us!
· Consider the profound implications of these verses from three of Paul epistles…

Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.


Colossians 1:26-27
The mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Ephesians 3:14-19
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

And Jesus own words in his prayer for us from John 17:20-23
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
· Guys listen to me
· We do not have a God far away
· With have Christ inside of us – the hope of Glory
· We have the very Spirit that raised Christ from the dead dwelling in our hearts
· The same Holy Spirit that hovered over the waters in Genesis 1:1
· The same Holy Spirit that existed with the Father and Son before the world began!
· Now THAT’s an intimate relationship!

· Today as a Vineyard Church 
· We stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before us
· The Vineyard has a rich and deep history of embracing the life giving power of the Holy Spirit
· I firmly hold to that history to this day

Ministry Time
· If you have never experienced what scripture calls the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” please come forward for prayer this morning
· If you more, if you want to go deeper, if you want to be touched by God yet again, please come forward for prayer
· If you have any need at all, please come up for prayer
· Corporately, let’s pray for a fresh out pouring of the Holy Spirit on our church, on our families and on our lives
· [bookmark: _GoBack]As I lead you in a final song

