Part 3

Play Juntos Slide Show / Song

Today we are in part 3 of a series we’re calling…

JUNTOS
Riding Together to Fulfill God’s Mission


Song: “Juntos” – Together

· Chorus: “And if today is the last day of my life, I will give it everything. We are ONE as we walk in this world; there is nothing that we can’t do TOGETHER. (Juntos lyrics)”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Together we’ve seen God do some amazing things through our church.
· 100’s of people SAVED.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cool thing is: GOD STILL HAS SOME WORK FOR US TO DO – AND MORE LIVES TO CHANGE – and JUNTOS/TOGETHER we can continue to make a difference.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



To continue to make an impact on our world – we have to understand WHO we are as a church and WHAT God has called us to do TOGETHER…


For the last few weeks we’ve learned…

1. Together we have a MISSION.

· Mission – WHAT WE DO!
· Purpose – WHY WE DO IT!

· Unveiled our new Mission Statement: 

· WE LEAD PEOPLE TO RIDE FOR CHRIST!

· THIS IS OUR MISSION! 
· THIS IS WHAT WE DO! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



To help us fulfill this mission one of the values we ride by here at 1000 Hills is…
· “We Ride To Be Generous”

Last week we learned that …

2. Together we are GENEROUS.


One of our GOALS at 1000 Hills…

· We desire for generousity to be who we are – not just what we do around certain seasons.

· That’s why we’ve made it one of our values… - “WE RIDE TO BE GENEROUS.”

· And a big part of our generosity comes from the tithes and offerings we give.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



We answered this question: 
What would happen if everyone in our church were generous back to God through tithing?


· Answer is: He’d be more generous to us!


· 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 – “6Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 9As the Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”


Bottom line: Those who SOW GENEROUSLY – REAP GENEROUSLY!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




We learned that…To fulfill God’s desire for us to be generous…

1st – We have to stop believing the Liar.

· The Devil is a liar!
· And one of the ways he deceives us is when it comes to money.

· He tells us lies…

· “The preacher just wants my money.”
· “Talking about money in church is wrong.”
· “I can’t afford to give my tithe.”
· “My little tithe won’t make a difference.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

These are lies from the Devil – and He wins when we believe them!
We must trust God’s Word – when He says, “It’s always more blessed to give than to receive.”

Generosity is not just what we do – it’s Who we are! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




The 2nd thing we must recognize when it comes to generosity is…



2nd - LOVE should be our motive for being GENEROUS.


How many of you have ever been guilty of spending a lot of money on something you love?

· Hunting Season – Spend hundreds of dollars on hunting things.
· Roping – 100’s $$$ on horses, trailers, trucks, arenas
· Clothes – 100’s $$$ on clothes
· Technology – 100’s of IPhones, Ipads
· Tools – grease monkey – latest tools
· Shoes/purses/Bling – 100’s $$$ 
· People – those you love.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




EX – I like spending money on things I love.

EX - WRCA – Trade Show – I’m a sucker for 1 of a kind, handmade, no one else has a pair of those type things.
Everything from bits, to boots, to saddles, clothes…

· I love it all and usually spend all the money I’ve saved in one weekend.

· Why do I do it? 
· Because I love cowboy stuff therefore I’m willing to spend good money on it! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


This should be true when it comes to tithing…


· John 14:15 – “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

· If we love God – then we will obey His command to tithe.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I hear people say, “I love 1000 Hills!” 
· “My life is changed because of this church.”
· “I’d be in jail.”
· “I’d be divorced.”
· “My kids would be lost if it wasn’t for 1000 Hills.”
· I love this church.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Here’s what I’ve wanted to do – and this may or may not be right – but…I sometimes want to ask those people…. 

· Question: “If I were to look at what you’ve given to the church you love – would your generosity reflect your love?”
· I’m not talking about an amount – as much as I’m talking about your consistent devotion to give back to God.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I HEARD ONE PASTOR PUT IT THIS WAY: “You can’t have a loving heart, without a generous Spirit.”

· Love leads to Generosity!


Another way to put it would be to say…

· OR  “You can GIVE w/o loving, but you can’t truly LOVE w/o GIVING.”
· We’re always going to be generous to the things l love.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX – Pastor – told a story about a business man who came up to him one day and said…

· “I couldn’t do what you do.”
· “I don’t know how you do it.”
· “As a pastor you come here every week and give these people all kinds of wisdom, clothing, provide a place to worship, a place for their kids to worship, help marriages survive…and many of the people you serve don’t give a dime for your services.”
· If this were any other business or organization.
· That would be called theft.
· Consuming a product w/o paying for it.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



We’re going to give and serve you no matter what – but our love is truly reflected by what we give back to God. 

· Truth: If we love Him our love will be reflected in our generosity to His Church.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Speak pretty direct here:

Open you heart and hear this…

· For some of you… Until you get your giving in the right order – your life will always be out of order.

· The reason for your discontent
· The reason for your lack of money.
· The reason for your coming up short.
· May be because of you’re living in disobedience.

This doesn’t have to be true for you.
You can change that by being obedient to Lord and generous toward Him!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




If love should be our motive for our generousity…

Who are we showing our love for?



1st - Love for God

How many of you have ever thought this thought, “I deserve more credit for the things I have.”
· I’ve worked hard.”
· “I’ve sacrificed a lot.”
· “I’ve sweat.”
· “I’ve given all my energy to this.”

· All that may be true.
· But what’s even more true is: you would have nothing w/o God.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



EX – 
· Job – from God
· Wife – from God
· Kids – from God
· Money – from God
· Breath – from God
· Truck – from God


It’s because of these underserved – unentitled – gifts that we should be thankful and generous back to God! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Another key aspect: of giving to things we love is…
· When we love something or someone we give to them cheerfully.

· EX – When I spend money on something I love – it makes me happy, it’s fun, easy and enjoyable.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Same should be said in giving back to God.

· 2 Corinthians 9:7 - 7You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”


Video – “What is the key to becoming a cheerful giver?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



“It’s the blessings that make you cheerful!”
· I wish I could tell you all blessings that I get to see happen all the time – because of your generousity. 
· Just the practice of being generous – will make you a cheerful person.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


At some point our love should motivate us to go from just being obedient to tithing – to being generous out of worship for God.

· Grace said last week, “Started out of obedience but turned into worship.”


Video – “How is tithing Worship?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Act of the heart – 
· More you worship
· More you will love Him
· More generous you will be.

· Luke 12:34 – “34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

· When the Lord is your TREASURE - You will go from just bringing your tithe cause it’s what your supposed to do – to giving from the heart! 

Who are we showing our love for when we tithe?
1st – Love for God
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Who else are we showing our love for when we are generous with our tithe?

2nd - Love for the world.



· John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that he GAVE… his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

· It doesn’t say,

· “God so loved Himself.”
· Or “God so loved the church people that pray, tithe and don’t cuss.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· It says that He LOVED THE WORLD…
· Sinners
· Saints
· Lost people
· Good people
· Men, Women, Boys and girls…
· HE LOVED THE WORLD

· That He what?
·  THAT HE GAVE!!!!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· Gave What?

· His most precious gift.
· His SON JESUS.
· To leave heaven
· Come to this sorry earth – full of evil and sin
· To die for our sin
· Rise from the dead
· So we could have eternal life!
· GOD GAVE EVERYTHING!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



How does our generosity allow us to love the world?

· Just like we’ve simplified our Mission Statement: We lead people to ride for Christ.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



We’ve come up with 3 Simple statements to describe how we at 1000 Hills will try and reach the world with Christ’s LOVE:  


· WE GATHER

· EX – Just like we Gather cattle with the purpose of helping them grow to be the best cow they can be.
 
· We love the world enough to go out and gather them up so they can experience the healing power of God’s love!

· When we just come in and don’t go out and Gather - we are saying to world “Go to hell.”

· “You’re not worthy of my time.”
· “You’re not worthy of Salvation.”
· But this is not God’s Will!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· This was how Jesus showed His love…

· Luke 19:10 – “For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost."

· John 17:18 – “Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world.”

· THIS IS LOVE FOR THE WORLD
· AND OUR GENEROSITY/TITHE HELPS US DO THIS!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Just like…
EX – To gather cattle we open gates to let the cows in so they can be worked.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· WE OPEN GATES…so that the world can find Christ!
· So they can find forgiveness and life!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· In many cases it takes money to open gates…
· Outreach Events
· Facilities to meet in
· Meeting Needs
· Serving the Poor

These are gates that need to be open so we can gather others to Christ.

1st – We Gather.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Once we’ve gathered them…

· WE OUTFIT

EX- If you’re outfitted to go gather cattle, or hunt, or do a job…then you have the right TOOLS, EQUIPMENT to do it!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· We are called to equip/OUTFIT the church (People) to do God’s Work

· Ephesians 4:11-12 – “11Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.”

As followers and leaders in the church – we are called to equip people to do God’s Work!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


How do we outfit them?

· Lead people to the Lord.
· Feed them God’s Word
· Teach them to feed themselves.
· We outfit them with the resources, such as the Bible, Prayer, Devotionals.
· Offer them a place to serve.
· Offer opportunities for them to develop Christ-centered friendships through our RANCH GROUPS.

1st – We Gather
2nd – We Outfit
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· WE RIDE BACK OUT


· Mark 16:15 – “And then he told them, "Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Fact: Our mission to lead people to ride for Christ – will never be over!

Why?
· Cause we live in a big world.
· Children are born every day.
· People all across the world have never heard the name of Jesus.

· Once we’ve gathered the ones we have and outfitted them…
· We will commit to always RIDE BACK OUT – TO GATHER MORE PEOPLE! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Closing:

[bookmark: _GoBack]GENEROSITY TOWARDS God – SHOWS OUR…
· 1ST – Love for God.
· 2ND – Love for the World…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
BOW HEADS:

What does your spending tell others you love most?
Is your generosity toward God at the top or the middle or the bottom?
Is the church not growing cause you’re not giving?
Are you putting God first in your finances. 
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