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God gives the gift of gifted individuals to accomplish His intentions for His Church.

I.  Christ sovereignly appointed foundational leaders for His universal Church. (v. 11a)

a) Apostles:
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God... (Ephesians 1:1)

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit
that will last... (John 15:16a)

“For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms:
“‘May his place be deserted;
let there be no one to dwell in it,’
and,
“‘May another take his place of leadership.’
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord
Jesus was living among us, beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from
us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” (Acts 1:20-22)

| want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel | preached is not of human origin. | did not
receive it from any man, nor was | taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.

For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely | persecuted the church of
God and tried to destroy it. | was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people
and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when God, who set me apart from my
mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that | might preach
him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human being. | did not go up
to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before | was, but | went into Arabia. Later | returned to
Damascus.

Then after three years, | went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him
fifteen days. | saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother. (Galatians 1:11-19)

Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. | know a
man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or
out of the body | do not know—God knows. And | know that this man—whether in the body or apart
from the body I do not know, but God knows— was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible
things, things that no one is permitted to tell. I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast
about myself, except about my weaknesses. (1 Corinthians 12:1-5)

For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an
apostle to the Gentiles. (Galatians 2:8)



Even though | may not be an apostle to others, surely | am to you! For you are the seal of my
apostleship in the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:2)

This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the
mysteries God has revealed. (1 Corinthians 4:1)

For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. (2
Corinthians 11:13)

| persevered in demonstrating among you the marks of a true apostle, including signs, wonders and
miracles. (2 Corinthians 12:12)

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and
also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. (Ephesians 2:19-21)

By the grace God has given me, | laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on
it. But each one should build with care. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already
laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:10-11)

It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were
written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel... The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on
them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. (Revelation 21:12-14)

b) Prophets:

Truly | tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist;
yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist
until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding
it. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, he is the
Elijah who was to come. Whoever has ears, let them hear. (John 11:11-14)

Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that is, the
mystery made known to me by revelation, as | have already written briefly. In reading this, then, you
will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to people
in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets.
(Ephesians 3:2-5)

During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus,
stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman
world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) (Acts 11:27-28)

Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius
of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. (Acts 13:1)



But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort (1
Corinthians 14:3)

Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message | proclaim about
Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed
and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all the
Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from faith— (Romans 16:25-26)

We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.
We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay
attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in
your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s
own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though
human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1 18:21)

Dear friends, although | was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, | felt compelled to
write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s holy people. (Jude
3)

But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They said to you, “In
the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” These are the people
who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. (Jude 17-19)

If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge... (1 Corinthians 13:2)

Il.  Christ sovereignly appoints gifted leaders for His local churches. (v. 11b)

a) Evangelists:

Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. Philip went down to a city in
Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he
performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. (Acts 8:4-6)

When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch
did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled
about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. (Acts 8:39-40)

Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the
Seven. (Acts 21:8)

But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all
the duties of your ministry. (2 Timothy 4:5)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)



We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

b) Shepherds & Teachers:

For | have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep watch over yourselves and all
the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which
he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and
will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to
draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Remember that for three years | never stopped
warning each of you night and day with tears. (Acts 20:27-31)

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose
work is preaching and teaching. (1 Timothy 5:17)

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others
by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. (Titus 1:9)

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. (John 21:17b)

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will
share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over
them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing
dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the
flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade
away. (1 Peter 5:1-4)

I1l.  The job of the pastor is to equip Christians to do the work of the ministry. (v. 12a)

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. (Acts 2:42)

...and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:4)

He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end | strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so
powerfully works in me. (Colossians 1:28-29)

After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that
you in turn read the letter from Laodicea. Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the ministry you
have received in the Lord.” (Colossians 4:16-17)

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10)

IV.  God’s gifts enable the growth of His Church. (v. 12b)



| planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. So neither the one who plants
nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The one who plants and the
one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. For we
are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. (1 Corinthians 3:6-9)

My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full
riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 2:3-3)

...everything we do, dear friends, is for your strengthening. (2 Corinthians 12:19b)

Because of this I am writing these things while absent, so that when | arrive | may not have to deal
harshly with you by using my authority — the Lord gave it to me for building up, not for tearing down!
(2 Corinthians 13:10)

Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. (Romans 14:19)

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. Each of us
should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. (Romans 15:1-2)



