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Our personal testimony is extremely powerful because no one can contradict our individual experience.

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect... (1 Peter 3:15)

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the
very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and
teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of
Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-12 NLT)

Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain. (Psalms 127:1)

I.  Respect and courtesy are more likely to get you a fair hearing. (v. 1-3)

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. (Colossians 4:5-6)

And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.
Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a
knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has
taken them captive to do his will. (2 Timothy 2:24-26)

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of
mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. (James 3:17)

Il.  We should be brief and interesting when sharing what our life was like before finding Jesus. (v. 4-
11)

When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet.

Then Paul said: “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and
was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. | was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. |
persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into
prison, as the high priest and all the Council can themselves testify. | even obtained letters from them to their
associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. (Acts
22:2-5)



For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put
no confidence in the flesh— though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If someone else thinks they
have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel,
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews: in regard to the law, a Pharisee; ° as for zeal, persecuting the
church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. (Philippians 3:3-6)

I1l.  The most critical piece of our testimony is how and why we placed our faith and trust in Jesus. (v.
12-15)

“About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me. | fell to the
ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?’

““Who are you, Lord?’ I asked.

“ ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. My companions saw the light, but they did
not understand the voice of him who was speaking to me.

““What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked.

“ ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do.’
My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the light had blinded me.

“A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly respected by all the
Jews living there. He stood beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!” And at that very moment I
was able to see him. (Acts 22:6-13) (compare to Acts 9:2-22)

IV. Itis imperative to include the scriptural support for our decision. (v. 16-18, 22b-23)

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God... (Romans 3:23)
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life. (John 3:16)

V. Itisimportant to share how God has transformed our lives since then. (v. 19-23)

But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, | consider everything a
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. |
consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the
basis of faith. | want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. Not
that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on to take hold of that for
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.
But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:7-14)

Even if | should choose to boast, | would not be a fool, because | would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so
no one will think more of me than is warranted by what | do or say, or because of these surpassingly great
revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, | was given a thorn in my flesh, a
messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But He said to



me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, |
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am
strong. (2 Corinthians 12:6-10)

VI.  Pray, expect and offer a chance to make a decision for Christ. (v. 24-29)

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, mand the one who is wise saves lives. (Proverbs 11:30)

Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness,
like the stars for ever and ever. (Daniel 12:3)

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” (Matthew 4:19)

Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields!
They are ripe for harvest. Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that
the sower and the reaper may be glad together. (John 4:35-36)

The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is,
the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. (John 1:41-42)

Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom
the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

%8 «“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.

“Come and see,” said Philip. (John 1:45-46)

For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own
race... (Romans 9:3)

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:20)

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
(Galatians 6:9)



