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God’s glory is maximized as He unfailingly accomplishes His purposes.

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. (Psalms 19:1)

Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and joy are in his dwelling place.

Ascribe to the LoRD, all you families of nations,
ascribe to the LorD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LoRD the glory due his name;
bring an offering and come before him.
Worship the LoRD in the splendor of his holiness. (1 Chronicles 16:27-29)

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6)

I.  The Church is to display all the splendor of God’s wisdom to angelic beings. (v. 10)

By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations,
by understanding he set the heavens in place (Proverbs 3:19)

...but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of
God is stronger than human strength. (1 Corinthians 1:24-25)

The Spirit of the LorD will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LoORD (Isaiah 11:2)

| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he
exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked,
not only in the present age but also in the one to come. (Ephesians 1:18-21)

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the



beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. (Colossians 1:15-18)

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you,
searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to
which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah
and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves
but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into
these things. (1 Peter 1:10-12)

Il.  God’s eternal plan will be accomplished. (v. 11)

But | have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my
name might be proclaimed in all the earth. (Exodus 9:16)

He changes times and seasons;
he deposes kings and raises up others. (Daniel 2:21a)

Then Job replied to the LORD:

“I know that you can do all things;
no purpose of yours can be thwarted.

You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’
Surely | spoke of things I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me to know.

“You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak;

I will question you,

and you shall answer me.’
My ears had heard of you

but now my eyes have seen you.
Therefore | despise myself

and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job 42:1-6)

But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.
(Psalms 33:11)

Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails. (Proverbs
19:21)

The LorD Almighty has sworn,

“Surely, as I have planned, so it will be,
and as | have purposed, so it will happen...
This is the plan determined for the whole world;



this is the hand stretched out over all nations.
For the LorD Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him?
His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back? (Isaiah 14:24, 26-27)

Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out to
you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” When Jesus came out
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”

As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!”

But Pilate answered, ““You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge
against him.”

The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he
claimed to be the Son of God.”

When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace. “Where
do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. **“Do you refuse to speak
to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?”

Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.
Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”

From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this
man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”

When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known
as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of the
Passover; it was about noon.

“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.

But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”
“Shall I crucify your king?”” Pilate asked.

“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.

Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. (John 19:4-16)

This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with
the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (Acts 2:23)

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”

declares the LORD.

“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways



and my thoughts than your thoughts.
As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what | desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. (Isaiah 55:8-11)

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In
love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One
he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance
with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he
made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in
Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in
heaven and on earth under Christ. (Ephesians 1:4-10)

He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because
of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of
time (2 Timothy 1:9)

...for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.
(Philippians 2:13)

Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a
deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. (2 Corinthians 5:5)

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28)

I11.  Because of Christ we may freely come to God. (v. 12)

Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD?
Who may stand in his holy place?

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not trust in an idol
or swear by a false god. (Psalms 24:3-4)

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;

according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.



Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

For | know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are right in your verdict
and justified when you judge.
Surely I was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb;
you taught me wisdom in that secret place.

Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean;
wash me, and | will be whiter than snow. (Psalms 51:1-7)

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:7, 9)

In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding
of blood there is no forgiveness. (Hebrews 9:22)

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we
now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2)

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart
and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a
guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to
the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. (Hebrews 10:19-23)

IV. Being in God’s will does not mean we will have a cushy life. (v. 13)

(Genesis 37-41; Daniel 3 & 6; Job)

There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even
better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They
were put to death by stoning they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went
about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— the world was not
worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the
ground. (Hebrews 11:35-38)



We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of
Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, so that no one would be unsettled by
these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for them. In fact, when we were with
you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well
know. (1 Thessalonians 3:2-4)

In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted... (2 Timothy
3:12)

For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs
them all. (2 Corinthians 4:17)

| have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and
been exposed to death again and again. Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes
minus one. Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was pelted with stones, three times | was
shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the open sea, | have been constantly on the move. |
have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in
danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in
danger from false believers. | have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; | have
known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; | have been cold and naked. Besides
everything else, | face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. (2 Corinthians
11:23b-28)

Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us. (Romans 5:3-5)

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. | consider that our present
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. (Romans 8:17-18)

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into
his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2
Corinthians 3:18)



