Healing 13

Intro
· Open Bibles to Mark 9:14-29
· We are working our way through Mark’s gospel 
· With a focus on the healing, signs, wonders, power encounters and supernatural events in the life of Jesus
· The objective is to learn from Jesus’ example
· This morning we will take a look at Jesus healing a demonized boy
· We’ll look at it a few verses at a time

Mark 9:14-15
14 When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the law arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.
· When they came to the other disciples…
· Who is “they”?
· Jesus, Peter, James and John
· On their way back from the mount of transfiguration 

· They find the other 9 disciples
· Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James (the son of Alphaeus), Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot
· In an argument with the teachers of the law
· With a large crowd of onlookers surrounding them

· The crowd sees Jesus coming and they run to him
· Jesus asks what’s going on 

Mark 9:16-18
16 “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.
17 A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.”
· Apparently the 9 disciples tried to cast the demon out of this boy
· Or at least some of them tried
· And they were unsuccessful

· The poor boy is so severely demonized that…
· He has lost his ability to speak
· And he has fits and convolutions that…
· “…seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid.”
· This poor kid, my heart goes out to him and his family

· The boy’s dad brings the kid to the disciples for help
· Unfortunately, the disciples were unable cast this demon out of the poor boy
· And dad is the one filling Jesus in on what all this commotion is about.

· We can see from the text that the teachers of the law voiced their opinions concerning all of it
· And it has lead to a pubic argument between them and the 9 disciples
· The teachers of the law are treating Jesus’ disciples how they have treated Jesus
· Publicly challenging them

· Jesus tells us in John 15:20
· Remember what I told you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.
· The religious leaders what to discredit Jesus and his flowers
· And they’re willing to exploit this poor boys suffering to make their point.
· When Jesus hears what’s going on he responds

Mark 9:19
19 “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”
· Harsh words.
· Who is Jesus addressing?
· The boy’s father?
· The disciples?
· The teachers of the law?
· Everyone?
· Commentators disagree on this point
· I’ll give you my opinion and why but you’ll have to decide for yourself.

· Matthew and Luke’s accounts
· Matthew 17:17 and Luke 9:41adds… 
· “You unbelieving and perverse generation…”
· The word perverse here means to:
· To distort, to turn upside down, to oppose, to plot against to pervert or to corrupt.
· When we take the whole of the gospel accounts who does this sound like?
· The dad, the disciples or the teachers of the law?
· It sounds very much like the teachers of the law who have plotted, planned, schemed and colluded to falsely accuse Jesus and have him killed. 

· Why does it matter?
· Jesus wouldn’t say to his friends…
· “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you?
· Because Jesus wouldn’t say to YOU
· “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you?
· We are the objects of his Divine affection
· He loves us like crazy!
· But it absolutely is what he would say to the scribes, Pharisees, chief priests and teachers of the law
· The very same people he referred to as “whitewashed tombs filled with dead men’s bones” in Matthew 27

· Who is Jesus addressing here?
· He’s addressing those who would exploit a poor boys suffering for their own advantage
· For their own religious/political agenda

· As Blaise (blaze) Pascal is know for saying…
· “Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious conviction.”

Mark 9:20
20 So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.
· Jesus asks for the boy and they bring the boy to him
· And when they do a power encounter ensues 
· In the presence of Jesus, the evil spirit acts out
· Convulsions, falling, flailing about and foaming at the mouth

· Not often, but I have seen this
· To varying degrees
· The powerful, holy presence of God exposes the demon
· Light shines on the darkness 
· And the demon scurries about trying to maintain it’s grip
· Jesus interviews the dad

Mark 9:21
21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?”
“From childhood,” he answered.
· Apparently this has been an ongoing problem
· The boy has suffered with this from childhood
· A few extra minutes to interview the dad won’t make a difference
· The dad goes on to explain and asks for help

Mark 9:22
 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”
· This demon has tried to kill the boy in horrific ways
· The enemy only comes to steal, kill and destroy
· Jesus told us so in John 10:10
· And we see the evidence of it right here with this poor boy

· The father asks “if”
· “…if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”
· The dad took a risk and asked the disciples for help
· And they we’re unsuccessful
· Which lead to all this commotion
· I’m thinking dad’s confidence is shaken
· I love Jesus’ response

Mark 9:23
23 “‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.”
· If I can?
· Of course I can!
· Everything is possible for the one who trusts me
· Remember, I’ve told you before…
· When you see the words, faith, believe or belief think trust
· It’s a much more accurate term for our cultural context and understanding
· Jesus is telling this loving, concerned and desperate dad…
· Of course I can, just trust me.
· And the dad response wonderfully!

Mark 9:24
24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”
· Have you been there?
· I sure have.
· The circumstances are overwhelming and I need God to do a God-sized thing
· I’m beaten, battered, bruised and battle-weary
· My trust levels are shaky at best
· And my prayer is the same as this dad’s
· Oh God, I do trust you; help me overcome my distrust

· As I have told you before…
· Creation's purpose: relationship
· Incarnation's purpose: restoration
· This journey's purpose: cultivating trust
· Life's purpose: intimacy
· The purpose of your life’s journey is to cultivate trust in God
· Because trust is required for intimacy
· And intimacy with you is what God desires
· Back to our text…

Mark 9:25-27
25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”
26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.
· Jesus rebukes the evil spirt
· Names it
· Commands it to come out
· And tells it to never enter the boy again
· And it came out – dramatically 

· The evil spirit shrieked
· Convulsed the boy violently
· And left the boy looking like he was dead
· So much so that many people said as much

· They Jesus helped him to his feet
· And it was done
· Can I?
· Of course I can!
· What a great day for that boy and his dad
· And yet again the teachers of the law are on the wrong side of things

· Afterward Jesus had a private conversation with his disciples
· They debriefed the experience, the encounter

Mark 9:28-29
28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”
29 He replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.”
· The NKJV says prayer and fasting
· There have been times when I realized I wasn’t ready for a spiritual battle
· I meet with someone and it’s becomes clear that there is some demonic influence to be addressed
· I have learned to fight the battle on my terms
· So I’ll schedule a time to meet again
· When I’ve fasted, prayed and had some intercessors backing me up
· Matthew 17:20 adds this the account…
· [bookmark: _GoBack]“Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
· Again Jesus is addressing the issue of trust
· That even a little trust will go a long way
· Trust is the answer for the impossible

Application
· It is more important to love than it is to be right
· The religious leaders were more concerned with winning the argument than loving this poor demonized boy
· They exploited him to further their own religious/political agenda
· Religious spirits still do the same to this day

· Some spiritual battles require prayer and fasting
· Fight the battle on your terms, not theirs
· Sometimes I have had trouble casting out a demon and I ask Jesus to show up and deal with it
· He does and it goes

· It’s all about trust
· Nothing is impossible for God
· Absolutely nothing
· And trusting him, even a little the key to over coming the impossible

Ministry Time
· Invite Angi up for a final song
· Let’s pray

