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Am | missing the mark when it comes to fulfilling God’s mission?
I.  God makes us managers of His Message. (v. 1-2)

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. (John
20:21)

‘Now get up and stand on your feet. [ have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a
witness of what you have seen and will see of me. | will rescue you from your own people and
from the Gentiles. | am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a
place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’

“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to those in
Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, | preached that
they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. That is why
some Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. But God has helped me to this
very day; so | stand here and testify to small and great alike. | am saying nothing beyond what
the prophets and Moses said would happen— that the Messiah would suffer and, as the first to

rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles.”
(Acts 26:16-23)

On the contrary, they recognized that | had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel
to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised. For God, who was at work in
Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles.
James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the
Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. (Galatians 2:7-9)

You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. We had previously
suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God
we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposition. For the appeal we make does
not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. On the contrary, we
speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please
people but God, who tests our hearts. (1 Thessalonians 2:1-4)

This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the
mysteries God has revealed. Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must
prove faithful. (1 Corinthians 4:1-2)



“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say? (Luke 6:46)

I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. | know that you cannot tolerate
wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found
them false. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown
weary. Yet | hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. Consider how
far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, | will come
to you and remove your lampstand from its place. (Revelation 2:2-5)

Il.  God gives His messengers unigue insight into the mysteries of His Message. (v. 3-5)

“But what about you?” [Jesus] asked. “Who do you say [ am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh
and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. (Matthew 16:15-18)

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything | have said to you. (John 14:26)

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith of God’s elect and their
knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness—in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does
not lie, promised before the beginning of time, and which now at his appointed season he has
brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior,
(Titus 1:1-3)

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Yet | have written you quite boldly on some points to remind you of them again, because of the
grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the priestly duty
of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to
God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. | will
not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the
Gentiles to obey God by what | have said and done— by the power of signs and wonders,
through the power of the Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, |
have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel
where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation.
Rather, as it is written:

“Those who were not told about him will see,
and those who have not heard will understand.” (Romans 15:15-21)



| urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all
people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between
God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has
now been witnessed to at the proper time. And for this purpose | was appointed a herald and an
apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.
(1 Timothy 2:1-7)

| have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in
its fullness— the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now
disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the
glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. He is the one we
proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end | strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so
powerfully works in me. (Colossians 1:25-29)

1. The Message for All Mankind: Anyone can be a part of God’s Forever Family. (v. 6)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed
him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused
him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already
chosen—>by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living
and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.” While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy
Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter
were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. (Acts
10:39-45)

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all
died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him
who died for them and was raised again. So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point
of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone
Is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be
reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:14-20)



For if you tell others with your own mouth that Jesus Christ is your Lord and believe in your
own heart that God has raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in his
heart that a man becomes right with God; and with his mouth he tells others of his faith,
confirming his salvation. For the Scriptures tell us that no one who believes in Christ will ever
be disappointed. Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect: they all have the same Lord who
generously gives his riches to all those who ask him for them. Anyone who calls upon the name
of the Lord will be saved. But how shall they ask him to save them unless they believe in him?
And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear
about him unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go and tell them unless someone
sends him? That is what the Scriptures are talking about when they say, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who preach the Gospel of peace with God and bring glad tidings of good things.”
In other words, how welcome are those who come preaching God’s Good News! (Romans
10:9-15 TLB)

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who
Is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. (Revelation
22:17)



