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Jesus began to confront the religious leaders for their failure to recognize His divine 

authority. 

I. Jesus used the great interest His healings were generating as an opportunity to 

preach the Gospel. (v. 1-2)  

II. A small percentage of people allow nothing to get in the way of their coming to Jesus. 

(v. 3-4) 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, 

    “return to me with all your heart, 

    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

Rend your heart 

    and not your garments. 

Return to the LORD your God, 

    for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love, 

    and he relents from sending calamity. 

Who knows? He may turn and relent 

    and leave behind a blessing— (Joel 2:12-14a) 

 

How abundant are the good things 

    that you have stored up for those who fear you, 

that you bestow in the sight of all, 

    on those who take refuge in you. (Psalm 31:19) 

 

The LORD will rescue his servants; 

    no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned. (Psalm 34:22) 

 

III. Jesus claimed authority to forgive sins. (v. 5) 

Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” (Luke 

7:48-49) 

 

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 

him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused 

him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 



chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 

and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:39-43) 

 

IV. The Jewish religious leaders found this claim to be blasphemous. (v. 6-7) 

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves… (Luke 5:21a) 

The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name 

testify about me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my 

voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 

one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; 

no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have 

shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 

“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a 

mere man, claim to be God.” (John 10:24-33) 

 

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that 

they could put him to death. But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came 

forward. 

Finally two came forward and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of 

God and rebuild it in three days.’” 

Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this 

testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent. 

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God.” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of 

Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any 

more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” 

“He is worthy of death,” they answered. 

Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him and said, 

“Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?” (Matthew 26:56-67) 

 

V. Mark reports Jesus had divine knowledge of men’s thoughts. (v. 8) 

On another Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there 

whose right hand was shriveled. The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a 

reason to accuse Him, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. But 



Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and 

stand in front of everyone.” So he got up and stood there. 

Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to 

save life or to destroy it?” 

He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and 

his hand was completely restored. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were furious 

and began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus. (Luke 6:6-11) 

 

But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. He did not need any 

testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person. (John 2:24-25) 

VI. Jesus demonstrates His authority by questioning the scribes perception of what was 

possible. (v. 9) 

Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from 

God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. Why is my language not clear to you? Because 

you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry 

out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for 

there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the 

father of lies. Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! Can any of you prove me 

guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? Whoever belongs to God 

hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” (John 8:42-

47) 

VII. Jesus healed the paralytic to prove His divine authority to forgive sin. (v. 10-12a) 

“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the 

clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was 

given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language 

worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 

kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13-14) 

 

The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 

this?” 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in 

three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, 

his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that 

Jesus had spoken. (John 2:18-21) 

 

The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 

this?” 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 



They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in 

three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, 

his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that 

Jesus had spoken. (John 2:18-21) 

 

VIII. God was glorified as people were amazed by this miracle. (v. 12b) 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of 

God might be displayed in him. (John 9:1-3) 

 

“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, for I have five brothers. Let 

him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 

“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 

“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced 

even if someone rises from the dead.’” (Luke 16:27-31) 

 


