Living in Papa’s Affection 9

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

2 I’d like to begin today’s message with an 18 minute video clip I found online.
A Very cool website called Ted.com
a TED stands for: Technology, Entertainment & Design
b TED's mission: mission: Spreading ideas. 
c They're a nonprofit organization devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading. 
d It started out (in 1984) as a conference bringing together people from three worlds: Technology, Entertainment, Design. 
e Since then its scope has become ever broader.
f They’re speakers are innovative and creative social, business and technology thinkers
B Kathryn Shultz is speaking a Ted.com conference: “Rediscovery of Wonder”
a Kathryn Schultz is the author of an interesting book titled “ "Being Wrong: Adventures in the Margin of Error,"
b And she’s speaking on the topic of being wrong
C Show video

3 Kathryn ends by saying:
A “If you really want to rediscover wonder you need to step outside that tiny, terrified space of rightness and look around at each other and look out at the vastness and complexity and mystery of the universe and be able to say, wow, I don’t know, maybe I’m wrong.”
B For our purposes I would modify her statement by exchange the universe with God.
a “If you really want to rediscover wonder you need to step outside that tiny, terrified space of rightness and look around at each other and look out at the vastness and complexity and mystery of the GOD and be able to say, wow, I don’t know, maybe I’m wrong.”

4 This series of messages inspired by Wayne Jacobsen’s book “He Loves Me” has been to challenge your understand of God
A Especially God the Father, Papa.
B So we’ve looked any many familiar bible text from a new perspective
a “See what great love the Father has lavished on us.” from 1 John 3:1
b Friendship with God from John 15
c The story of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15
d Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus from Acts 9
e The Rich Young Business Man and The Blind Beggar from Mark 10
f Jesus’ post resurrection conversation with Peter in John 21
g And the fall of Adam & Eve in Genesis 3
C We’ve purposely looked through the lens of God as loving father instead of God as the harsh judge ready to hammer us.

5 Most of us have lived immersed in a religious culture, a churched culture for many years
A Could it be that in our “rightness” we’ve been wrong?
a It’s at least possible isn’t it?
B Isaiah 55:8-9
a 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
   neither are your ways my ways,” 
            declares the LORD. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
   so are my ways higher than your ways 
   and my thoughts than your thoughts.
b Another way of saying this is that our perceptions do not match God’s reality
C The Pharisees held onto their rightness and in their “wrong rightness” they crucified their long awaited Messiah
a They were so immersed in their religious culture they left no room for God doing a new thing
b Pride left no room for being wrong
c Pride left no room for change
d And I’m just as susceptible to that kind of pride as they were.

6 Since I got here I’ve told you that it’s more important to love than it is to be right
A If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is too high
B Why it’s more important to love than it is to be right
a Because I COULD BE WRONG!
C When I consider how much I’ve changed, mellowed, matured and developed over the past 51 years…
a When I consider how my theologies and philosophies have evolved…
b Can at least leave some room for the possibility that in my current situation I just might possibly be wrong?
c My views on so many things have changed over the years
i Politics (I confess I voted for Jimmy Carter)
ii Parenting (I will be a much more mellow grandfather than father)
iii Religion (less rules and more grace today that 35 years ago)
d And if that is possible is it worth sacrificing love?
e Is it worth sacrificing relationship?

7 Humility demands that I at least consider the possibility that I’ve gotten some of this God stuff wrong in the past 35 years
A In Luke 14:11 Jesus says:
a “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."
b You know what that means?
i One way or another - humility is in your future… be proactive.
8 Last Monday marked the end of a two and a half year battle with cancer.
A 879 days and 22 difficult treatments later my second battle with cancer is over and I won!
a Nadine and I have learned a few things along the way
B God’s ways are not our ways
a Moved to Texas to work with John Paul
b The sun moon and stars aligned to expedite the sale of our house and our relocation from WA to TX
c Six weeks later a routine check up revealed that cancer was back
d I don’t understand…
e Yet in that place of not knowing we decided that…
i God is Good
ii God loves me
· We choose not to judge God’s love and goodness by our circumstances
· But rather to view our circumstances in light of God’s goodness and love
· It’s the difference between life and death
C Why do bad things happen?
a I don’t know
i But it’s NOT because God is bad or because God doesn’t love me
b Maybe that’s where faith comes in.
i I trust that God is good when I can’t see anything good around me
ii I trust that God loves me when I can’t feel it
c I haven’t perfected this yet
i I’m a work in progress

9 Today: Living in Papa’s Affection 9
A With that as a foundation I want to look at one verse of scripture and challenge you to think in a new way
B Then we’ll have some ministry time

10 Read & Pray: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
A It’s amazing how we can read scripture passages for years and miss what is right there in plain sight.
a Most of us are familiar with verse 17
i “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”
b We have verse 17 on bumper stickers, refrigerator magnets, book marks, wall plaques
B But what about verse 19?
a “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.” (NIV)
b NASB: not counting their trespasses against them
c AMP: not counting up and holding against [men] their trespasses [but cancelling them]
d NLT: no longer counting people’s sins against them
C Astonishing verse – astonishing implications
a Does it really mean that?
b Well…
i 1 John 4:8 says that: “God is love.”
ii 1 Corinthians 13:5 says that: “it (love) keeps no record of wrongs”
iii It sure sounds a lot like 2 Corinthians 5:19 “God… not counting people’s sins against them.”
c It begs the question… 
d If God isn’t keeping score, why are we?
e Could it be that “keeping score comes from the Tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil” and not from the Tree of Life?
D It changes the dynamics from
a Religion to Relationship
b Formula to Friendship
c Is God really THAT good?
d Is the blood of Jesus really enough?
e If the grace of God truly sufficient?
f I think he’s all that and much, much more.

11 I encourage you – I challenge you to
A Read “He Loves Me” by Wayne Jacobsen
B And then reread the New Testament with new eyes and a new heart
a A heart that is settled in the reality that God is good and God does love you.

II Ministry Time 
1 Explain words of knowledge
2 Ask Holy Spirit to come
3 Ask for words of knowledge
4 Have person with the word of knowledge pray for the people
