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God provides divine appointments to those who are ready, willing and able to be used.

I. Itiscrucial to be sensitive and obedient to the promptings of the Spirit. (v. 26-29)

Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This
is the way; walk in it.” (Isaiah 30:21)

And now the Sovereign LORD has sent me,
endowed with his Spirit.
This is what the LORD says—
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
“I am the LORD your God,
who teaches you what is best for you,
who directs you in the way you should go... (Isaiah 48:16b-17)

No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cutting may enter the assembly of the LORD.
(Deuteronomy 23:1)

For this is what the LORD says:
“To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths,
who choose what pleases me
and hold fast to my covenant—
to them I will give within my temple and its walls
a memorial and a name
better than sons and daughters;
I will give them an everlasting name
that will endure forever. (Isaiah 56:4-5)

Good and upright is the LORD;

therefore he instructs sinners in his ways.
He guides the humble in what is right

and teaches them his way. (Psalms 25:89-9)

Teach me to do your will,

for you are my God;
may your good Spirit

lead me on level ground. (Psalms 143:10)
And in Romans we are told



For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. (Romans 8:14)

I1. Itisimportant to be alert for opportunities to engage others in spiritual

conversations. (v. 30-34)

The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but
considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only
through the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

“Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say... Whoever
belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to
God.” (John 8:43, 47)

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?”
(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get
this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it
himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, * but whoever drinks the
water | give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a spring
of water welling up to eternal life.”

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.” (John 4:7-15)

“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. Don’t you

have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the
fields! They are ripe for harvest. (John 4:34-35)

Fools find no pleasure in understanding
but delight in airing their own opinions. (Proverbs 18:2)

I11. It is imperative to be prepared to accurately share God’s truth and encourage
obedience. (v. 35-39)

Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.



> But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
®We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the LoRD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:4-6)

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:18)

In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some
are for special purposes and some for common use. Those who cleanse themselves from the
latter will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to
do any good work. (2 Timothy 2:20-21)

Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading
them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their senses and escape from the
trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. (2 Timothy 2:25-26)

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and
respect... (1 Peter 3:15)

Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we
distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend
ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. (2 Corinthians 4:2)

We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited.

Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles,
hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights
and hunger; in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere
love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right
hand and in the left; through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet
regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and
yet not Kkilled; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and
yet possessing everything. (2 Corinthians 6:3-10)

IV. God rewards faithful servants with additional opportunities to make an impact. (v.
39-40)

Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one
of the Seven. He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. (Acts 21:8-9)



While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near
Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. ** He
said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to
return. So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas.® ‘Put this money to work,” he
said, ‘until I come back.’

“But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to
be our king.’

“He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had
given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it.

“The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’

““‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a
very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’

“The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’

“His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’

“Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece
of cloth. I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in
and reap what you did not sow.’

“His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did
you, that | am a hard man, taking out what | did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow?
Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have
collected it with interest?’

“Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who
has ten minas.’

“‘Sir,’” they said, ‘he already has ten!’

“He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. But those enemies of mine who did not want
me to be king over them—>bring them here and kill them in front of me.”” (Luke 19:11-27)
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