Lonesome Dove Movie clip – Chasing Buffalo.


We are in the final part of a series we’re calling…

Chasing Buffalo
Chasing After What Really Matters


Gus had a dream…
· To chase buffalo
· Not for any other reason than the sport and fun of it.
· As I’ve said before…I think it was a great idea and would have loved to join him.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


We all have similar dreams in life (A bucket list if you will)…
· Travel dreams
· Hunting Dreams
· Financial dreams
· Career dreams
· Dreams for our kids
· Business dreams

· And in and of themselves these things are fun and temporarily full-filling.

· But… unfortunately many of us chase after these dreams at the expense of what really matters.
· Family suffers
· Job suffers
· Relationships suffer
· Including the most important relationship we have and that is…OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What happens is we’re chasing after so many things that we neglect…

· Spending time with Jesus.
· We neglect - Reading His Word.
· Where we find power, hope, and strength.
· We neglect – coming to church.
· Where we find encouragement, are fed the Word of God, and can grow in our relationships with Christ loving friends.
· We neglect sharing our faith with others – cause we feel like we aren’t living good enough to share. 

· Why?
· Cause the things of this world have captured our attention and energy
· Leaving us exhausted 
· With no energy for knowing and serving Jesus.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



But… by the grace of God…what many of us have learned is…

· It’s only in chasing after Jesus and living for Him that we find true fulfillment, true joy, and true happiness. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


So…


How do we chase after Him?

Part 1 - 
· 1st - We make living for Jesus #1 on our bucket list.
· 2nd – Allowing Him to write in what else is on the list.
· 3rd - Because we know that life is too short to waste our lives on what doesn’t really matter.

Part 2 - 
· 1st - We understand that when we chase after things that are outside His Will…it can lead to our destruction and our distraction.
· 2nd – And it’s in the chase that He shows us His Will. 

Part 3 - And…when we…
· Chase God’s Will…
· Chase God’s dream…
· Haters will hate.
· Haters hate God chasers.
· Therefore…
· We must have the same attitude Christ had to know how to prepare for and respond to the haters.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



I’ve made an observation recently…

· I think more than ever people are trying to live out their dreams!

· If you follow anyone on social media…
· You see more people…
· Taking their dream vacation
· Chasing the gold buckle
· Trying to achieve fame and celebrity.

· For many…They live by the anthem from my favorite rock band - Bon Jovi – and their song, “It’s My Life”…

· “It's my life
It's now or never
I ain't gonna live forever
I just want to live while I'm alive
(It's my life)
My heart is like an open highway
Like Frankie said, “I did it my way”
I just want to live while I'm alive
It's my life”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


While this anthem sounds really cool and gets us pumped to go out and live life to the fullest.

· As followers of Jesus Christ – this way of thinking is honestly not biblical.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Let me explain…

I believe the reason why so many people are… 
· “Living life to the fullest”
· “Making the most of it.”
· “I just wanna live while I’m alive.”

· Is because they believe that this world is all there is! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· And because they believe that there is no life after death – or they simply don’t care…

· …they chase after the things of the world while they can!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Solomon describes this tragic way of thinking…

· Ecclesiastes 9:3 – “It seems so tragic that everyone under the sun suffers the same fate. That is why people are not more careful to be good. Instead, they choose their own mad course, for they have no hope. There is nothing ahead but death anyway.”

· Solomon says…

· “Everyone knows they’re going to die.”
· And because many have NO HOPE…
· They’ve decided to live for themselves and the world.

· They say, 
· “If this world is all that there is. I’m going to do it my way.”
· “Eat, drink, be merry, and die.”
· “Nothing happens after you die anyway.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


But praise Jesus…there is another option…




In Jesus we have a different way of thinking and living...

· Because He died and rose from the dead.
· Because He defeated the grave.
· And if we place our trust in Him.

· Death is not the end – but the gate to a place where the adventures never end. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


In other words…

For those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ and given Him their life…

· Death is just the beginning of an eternity of filled with everything we’ve ever wanted out of life - but couldn’t find on this earth!!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Listen to Paul talk about living vs. dying…

· Philippians 1:21 – “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”

· Tragically – the anthem of so many people’s lives is… “To live is self, and to die is loss.”
· In other words when you die you lose something.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


But…Paul says…
· “This earth is cool cause I get to chase after Christ here, and love others.”

· But DYING?
· Is just the start to a whole new life!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


What do we gain by dying?



~   We Gain Heaven


· 1 Cor. 2:9b - “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.”

Heaven is a place like we could never imagine…

It’s unimaginable…
· No one has seen anything like it. 
· No ear has heard the sounds of heaven!

· In other words…
· Heaven is a mystery…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EX – Dream Vacation – You see pics of it. You dream of what it will be like, but you really have no clue what it’s like until you get there.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Same is true about heaven…
· We know a few things about heaven, but we won’t know everything until we actually get there. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


What we do know about heaven is that it will be pretty amazing…

Listen to John’s description of heaven in…

· Revelation 21:1-4 – “1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. 4He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” 5And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


John gives us glimpse into what we will gain after we die…



Please hear this…
· Heaven isn’t what we experience while on earth…

· What we experience on earth is actually the opposite…
· FOR THE BELIEVER…the earth is actually the only HELL we’ll experience!

· Full of…
· Death
· Pain
· Sorrow
· Getting old

· But heaven is what every believer will experience AFTER WE DIE! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Truth is: The Bucket list we have on earth – can’t compare to the POST-BUCKET LIST we get to experience in heaven! 

· Post Bucket List - List of things we have to look forward to AFTER we kick the bucket.

EX - 
· No more pain
· No more sorrow
· No more death
· Walking on streets of gold – Rev. 21:21 
· Living in a mansion – John 14
· Kids you finally get your own room!
· Reunited with our loved ones - 1 Thessalonians 4:17
· New bodies – 2 Cor. 5
· For those that can’t walk.
· Being able to run
· For those that can’t see
· Being able to see a new earth and a new heaven 
· For those that can’t hear
· Being able to hear the sounds of heaven
· No more cancer
· No more sadness, depression, heartbreak

· Everything in heaven will be perfect!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





Let’s be honest…

· Even though we know Christ.
· Even though our death will be gain!
· Even though we have heaven to look forward to…
· We don’t want to die.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


How many of you have ever thought…
· “I don’t want to die cause I enjoy my life here on earth.”
· “Heaven sounds kinda boring. They angels singing all day, playing the harp.”

· You’re not alone! 
· And I think God is big enough to understand our dilemma.
· Why?
· Cause He understands our love for each other! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Paul – the one who just told us to die is gain - was torn also but notice why he wanted to remain on earth…

· Philippians 1:22-24 – “22But if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t know which is better. 23I’m torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for me. 24But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live.”


Did you notice what He was torn about?

· He didn’t want to remain on earth cause of the pleasures of this world.

· Vs. 22 – 22But if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ.

· He wanted to stay alive so he could chase after God one more time.

· So he could win one more lost person to Christ!
· So he could help one more church grow!

· He wanted to live life to the fullest – for the sake of the Gospel! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Truth: ~ It’s ok to be torn between heaven and earth…when chasing after God is our #1 desire.

· So… if there is anything for us to be torn about when it comes to staying here or going to heaven – it should be for the same reason as Paul’s…

· To chase after God one more day!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Closing: 

So how do we live while we’re on this earth?

Paul gives us the answer in vs. 27…

· Philippians 1:27 – “27Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ.”




Bow heads: 

What are you chasing after?
 
The things of this world?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Or the things of God?

· Each of us has been called to…

· To chase after the things of God.
· To live a life worthy of His praise! 
· To live with eternity in mind.
· To live for the things that matter.
· To do business for God’s glory.

· To praise Jesus…knowing That death is not the end of our adventure – but the entrance to heaven where the adventures never end. 
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