Insights for 2011
I Intro
1 Open bibles to Proverbs 25

2 Been preaching a series of messages on Mercy
A. Change of spiritual seasons from a Ruler Season to a Mercy Season
B. The 7th Redemptive Gift of the Spirit, Mercy from Romans 12
C.  “Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.” from The Beatitudes
D. Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10
E. Jesus’ statement “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” From Matthew 9:13 & Matthew 12:7 
F. The Prophet Hosea’s display of mercy & love toward his unfaithful Gomer in Hosea 1-3, 6:6,
G. “Mercy Triumphs over Judgment” from James 2:13
H. The account of woman caught in adultery from John 8
I. Moving off that topic today

3 Annual Prophetic Words
A. Last year I saw…
a.  Matthew 8
i We would face an unexpected storm
ii That faith would be required
iii But God would take us to the other side
b.  Potter with hands on the clay Jeremiah 18
i That both his hands were on us
ii 4 stages: Preparing clay, shaping clay, decorating clay & firing
c.  Tri-level Chessboard
i God moving many pieces very fast
ii God strategically moving people into place
d.  International connections
i Between us and others
ii UK and Asia
e.  Large Earthquakes
f.  Hidden things revealed
i Politically, scientifically, geophysical
ii A year of pain with purpose
g.  Attacks against US economy
h.  Prayer for President Obama
i.  3 apples fall – 3 apostolic leaders going home
j.  Light sent from NY to all parts of the USA
B. Some of those things obviously came to pass
a.  Storm – going to the other side
b.  Large Earthquakes
i 7th largest ever, Chile, Feb. 27 (8.8)
ii 7th deadliest ever, Haiti, Jan, 12 (222,570)
iii 19 earthquakes 7.0 and above
C.  Others didn’t to my knowledge
a.  Apples?
b.  International connection?
c.  I see in part, as a reflection in a mirror (1 Corinthians 13:12)

4 Today: Insights for 2011
A. Scripture verse for the year
B. Five pictures God has shown me
C. Ask him for personal words for you this morning

II Insights for 2011
1 General
A. The Numbers: 2011 = a year of significantly multiplied transitions for most everyone, 
a.  However there is also available significantly multiplied revelation to help you navigate it.
b.  I saw the revelation like this – 
i a phone is ringing, 
ii the call is for you, 
iii it’s God and he has wisdom for your journey
iv all you have to do is answer the call
· I encourage you to responding to his prompting
· Give him your attention when you sense His presence, listen.
B. Green is the color for 2011
a.  Follow the leadings of The Spirit and you’ll see fruitfulness - growth and prosperity
b.  Follow the desires of your Flesh and you’ll see weeds of envy, jealousy and pride

2 As is my custom I ask God to show me where The Bridge – Long Island is at in the scriptures
A. He gave me Proverbs 25:2
a.  “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter.”
B. This verse speaks to me of dreams
a.  It’s one of the verse used in the Streams Courses on dreams
b.  I believe dreams will be even more significant for us in 2011
c.  Dreams about this congregation
i Like pieces to a great puzzle
ii Each receiving a different piece
d.  Dreams God will give you about your spiritual journey
e.  I encourage that you record your dreams in 2011
C. It also speaks to me about the wooing of God
a.  He will be calling and drawing you with mysteries, secrets and riddles
b.  Expect God to speak to you parabolically in 2011
c.  I encourage studying the parables of Jesus, especially Matthew 13
D. I also encourage you to study and meditate on Proverbs 25
a.  You’ll find God’s wisdom for your circumstances in it throughout the coming year
b.  The New Living Translation says it well
c.  “It is God’s privilege to conceal things and the king’s privilege to discover them.” ~ Proverbs 25:2
i It’s a privilege for God to communicate to you in these mysterious ways

3 Five Pictures
A. The earth like a multi colored beach ball, hit back and forth over a net
a.  Matters of the earth will continually be battered about but won’t get anywhere
b.  Don’t be overly concerned with world affairs in 2011
i There will be much reported but little resolved or accomplished
ii Don’t allow it to consume you or rob your peace.
iii 24/7 cable news will not be your friend spiritually
c.  In other words: Don’t Worry.
Do Not Worry
    25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?
   28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
B. Old Book
a.  Battered leather cover, worn and marred
b.  Open it an words are written in gold and pages are shinning with light
c.  In 2011 Don’t judge a book by it’s cover
d.  Man looks on the outside, God looks on the heart: 1 Samuel 16:7
i 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
e.  The Bridge – Long Island is that book
i Outside: What you’ve gone through in your history
ii Inside: What God is producing in you
f.  With that in mind – no matter what happens in 2011 remember these basic truths of our faith from Romans 8
i Romans 8:1
· “…there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” 
ii Romans 8:31, 
· What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
iii Romans 8:37-39
· 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

C. Four pots on a stove
a.  Four different sized pots
b.  Four different things cooking at the same time
c.  None of it is ready to be served yet
d.  God is the chef
e.  Jeremiah 29:11
i For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
f.  Main course, all to be served at the same time
i Meat, Potato, Vegetable & Gravy
ii One meaty, one fulfilling, one sustaining and one blessing
g.  God is cooking up something for The Bridge – Long Island and it smells GOOD!
i And it’s the full meal deal

D. Needle and thread mending clothe
a.  That which has been torn will be mended
i The needle, the thread and the torn clothe are all in God’s hands
ii Both of his hands are on all aspects of it
b.  Broken relationships mended
i Clothe not completely ripped in two
ii Still attached on one end
c.  Will require 9 stitches to repair
i Could be nine months?
ii Daniel 9:9 “The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him…”

E. Vine
a.  I saw a vine wrapped around a large tree
b.  John 15:5, 9 & 11
i 5: “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
ii 9: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.
iii 11: I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
c.  There is great strength in The Vine
i Strength enough to take down longstanding, deep rooted obstacles and hindrances in our lives

III Ministry Time
1 Rarely give personal prophetic words
2 Lord give me eyes to see
3 Give encouraging words
4 Close in prayer
