The Gospel of John 15:9-17

Intro
· Open Bibles to John 15
· We’re working our way through John’s Gospel
· Jesus is meeting with his closet friends
· Just prior to his arrest and crucifixion
· Last week we looked at the classic Vine and Branches verses
· And I used The Passion Translation
· Today we’ll pick up Jesus’ monologue at verse 9
· And cover through verse 17
· Let’s start with verses 9-11

Verses 9-11
· “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
· Just to be clear, what commands are being referred to here?
· Is it the 10 Commandments from Exodus 20?
· Is it the 613 commands in the Mosaic Law?
· No.
· Please keep in mind, for us this portion of scripture is broken down into chapters and verses
· For Jesus and the disciple it’s an ongoing conversation that began back in Chapter 13
· In Chapter 13 Jesus makes a profound statement
· He gives, NOT an additional command
· But new command to replace the old
· One that’s was seemingly overlooked by the disciples
· Distracted by Jesus’ announcement that he was going away.

· John 13:34-35
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· It’s a game changer
· Jesus has come to establish a new covenant
· No longer based on performance 
· But on relationship
· Two thousand years later believers still struggle with this transition
· So much so, that when we read verse 10
· We ignore verses 9 and 11 in our performance mindset
· And we completely forget verses 34-35 of chapter 13

· Let me ask you a question – What does God need?
· The God who is Omnipotent
· The All-powerful God
· The One who exercises dominion over the entire universe
· The One who, with but a word, out of nothing created everything
· What does that God need?

· The Omnipresent God
· The ever present God
· The One who is present everywhere in the universe simultaneously
· The One that no one can hide from
· The One from whom nothing escapes
· What does that God need?

· The Omniscience All-knowing God
· The God that actually knows everything about everyone and everything
· The One who knows the past, the present, and the future. 
· The one who could tell me the entire history of the patch of ground I’m standing on from creation to this very moment!
· What does that God need?

· The Immutable God
· The God who never changes. 
· The One who is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
· What does that God need?

· The Infinite and Eternal God
· The limitless God
· The One who is not subject to any of the limitations of humanity or creation.
· The God who exists forever
· Who has no beginning or end.
· The One who has always existed in the same way: fully and completely God. 
· What does that God need?

· The Self-existent, self-sufficient, God of all wisdom
· Our God, the One who is Himself THE pure essence of love, mercy, grace, faithfulness, freedom, justice and truth
· What does that God need?

· He doesn’t need ANYTHING!
· Our God needs absolutely nothing from us
· Never has, never will!
· He doesn’t need out time, our energy or our money to make him complete
· (the church does but not God)
· He doesn’t need even our obedience

· He has been eternally self- sufficient
· He NEEDS nothing
· But he WANTS something 
· He wants something priceless and precious
· He wants you!
· He wants your heart
· He wants loving intimate friendship with you!
· He wants your love!
· And he wanted it enough to die for it!

· Verse 9
· “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.
· Remain: stay, abide, continue, tarry, dwell, stand 
· Continue to be present in
· Do not depart
· My love
· Jesus saying: Stay in the love!
· The love I have shared with the Father!
· The love I have shared with you!
· Dwell, abide and stand permanently in that love.

· Verse 10
· If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 
· If you keep my command to love, you will remain in my love
· The Passion Translation says it this way
· “I love each of you with the same love that the Father loves me. Let my love nourish your hearts. If you keep my commands, you will live in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands, for I am nourished and empowered by his love.
· We have been invited into this infinite circle of perfect love
· The Father for the Son, the Son for us and our love for one another.
· Empowered by the Holy Spirit to love God in return
· This isn’t some burdened to be perfectly performed
· It’s an absolute joy and delight
· A celebration of love
· Jesus makes that clear in the next verse

Verse 11
· I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
· And Just in case there’s any confusion concerning these commands we’re to keep…
· Jesus reminds us in verse 12
· My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
· First God loves us
· He sets the pattern
· He’s the model; and example
· Then, empowered by his love
· We love each other

· John wrote about it in his first epistle
· 1 John 4:19
· We love because he first loved us.
· Guys, can you see this?
· Can you see that it is relational?
· And not performance?
· Jesus continues to emphasize relationship over performance in the following verses

Verses 13-15
· Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
· Friends not servants
· Relationship not performance
· Strong’s uses the example of the Bridegroom’s friend
· That would be a close, dear and loved friend
· The guys who would stand up with you at the wedding
· Someone you know, trust and respect
· Far from a servant
· Vine’s define servant as:
· "a slave," originally the lowest term in the scale of servitude.
· We’re not talking high class butlers or personal assistant here…
· We’re talking slavery
· God doesn’t want slaves, he wants friends.
· And to prove it he’s laying down his life for them
· For us.
· Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends…
· Guys, God is so much better than you thought!

Street Sports
· Growing up in Brooklyn we played in the street
· Stickball
· Manhole cover to car bumper
· Rubber ball called a Spalding (or a pinky) and a mop handle
· Football
· Street light to street light
· Wiffle ball
· Stoopball
· Johnny on the Pony
· I Declare War
· And many other street games

· In my neighborhood all the games began the same
· By choosing sides
· Two captains were named (usually the two best)
· Flip a coin or rock-paper-scissors to detrain which captain picked first
· Stickball bat
· Throw it, hand over hand to the top, cup it, try to kick it out
· The best, fastest, strongest were picked first
· The less talented were left till the end.
· It felt good to be chosen first
· It was crummy if you were the last one picked
· Get this
· Jesus picked you!

Verses 16-17
· You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit - fruit that will last - and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.
· He picked you
· He picked me
· Even as we ran from him
· He picked us
· When we were lost in our selfishness and sin
· He picked us
· Saint Paul says in Romans 5:6-8
· You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
· God is so much better than we thought
· Before we even knew he existed
· He chose us
· Isn’t that amazing?
· The limitless, all powerful God of the universe picked you!
· This all knowing God picked you and me!!

· And that we might be fruitful
· We talked about fruit last week
· How is fruit produced?
· Hard work?
· Performance?
· Human Effort?
· No, fruit is the product of intimacy
· Fruit is the product of love.
· And not just ANY fruit
· But God appointed lasting fruit!
· And get this – the Greek word used for “last” in verse 16 is the exact same Greek word used for “remain” in verse 9 where Jesus says “Now remain in my love.”
· Meaning: stay, abide, continue, tarry, dwell, stand, Continue to be present in, Do not depart
· In other words: Remain in my love and the fruit of that love will last!

· And just in case we’re still confused over the whole relationship verses performance thing…
· Jesus ends verse 17 with this reminder
· This is my command: Love each other.

Let’s pray
· Lord set us free from the lies of the enemy
· Set us free from performance based Christianity
· Set us free into the love relationship you have always wanted with us
· Lord set us free from slavery and into friendship
· Oh God helps us to remain in your love
· And may we see the lasting fruit of your love in our lives.

Ministry Time
· If you need prayer concerning these things
· If PBC is still a battle for you
· If you want friendship over slavery
· Or anything please else…
· Please come forward as John and Colin lead us in a final song
